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Shaun Hollis

Douglas Shire locals and vis-
itors have emerged ready to
throw off the shackles and
welcome the cabaret and
circus big top to Port Doug-

0 las after a long couple of

)
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months of floods and cy-
clone threats.

Mext weekend, the
party kicks off with
Cairns-based entertainers
Paramour Cabaret bring-

ing six different shows to the
town's waterfront across two
weeks, while the Shire's very
own talented troupe Sea Cir-
cus is performing at two dif-
ferent venues in what prom-
ises to be a big party-season
launch.

Paramour producer Wes
Evans says the whole group
is excited to bring a new
adults-only burlesque show to
Port Douglas, while the large
range of other shows are ca-

Party time

tering to a big cross-section of
different age groups and de-
mographics.

“It's been in the making
for about a year now,” Evans
says of the Barefoot and Bur-
lesque show. "We have five of
the best burlesque dancers in
Australia.”

Three all-ages shows fea-
ture lots of slime, science and
hypnotism.

Continued Pages 6 & 7

Mums kickiﬁ;_:i Dusﬁy’srday at
. QAN goals - P3 Port - P12, 13
The million dollar question about Wonga Beach flooding - P3
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with long term tenant!

Low body corporate fees. All the facilities

of a resort, tennis court large shade
covered pool and barbecue arca cte.
Call now for a private inspection
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of the editor,
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Community needs stories

Claire Stuchbery

We need a perspective shift when
it comes to news.

Just as we need doctors, teach-
ers and firefighters, every commu-
nity needs a news service that re-
flects the information needs of the
places where we live and work.

It's time to start recognising
journalism as the critical infra-
structure to Australian society
that it is.

Public interest journalism cre-
ates informed voters, covering
governments at all levels, holding
power to account, and bringing
communities together by shar-
ing and recording our common
threads and diverse voices,

Further, it shares the stories,
voices and perspectives of our
own communities, sometimes for
the benefit of the people in our
own regions, and sometimes to
amplify issues out to the world.

Audiences often expect to ac-
cess news content for free, but
news isn't free to produce.

Public interest journalism and
investigative reporting tends to
be the most costly, involving ex-
tensive investment of time and re-
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sources by news publications. Ina
news landscape facing concurrent
pressures, news publishers can't
shoulder that cost alone. The gov-
ernment, in particular, has a re-
sponsibility to ensure we all have
access to verified information -
that's a base level requirement.

This week, member publishers
within the Local and Independent
Mews Association movement are
uniting for the Our News, Your
Voice campaign.

Local journalism celebrates our colourful community characters.

nd Wl Y

So | call any of us who care
about the effective functioning
of Australian democracy, and who
has the capacity to donate, to lend
their support this week, or better
yet, as an ongoing monthly contri-
bution.

Claire Stuchbery is the executive
director of the Local and Indepen-
dent News Association.

Go to newsport.com.au to donate
to the campaign.

Hatels, Retoris & Suites

P:07 4099 8900
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Taylor Reedy, who was at the AFL game on Saturday, loves Dusty Martin

50 much she named her son Dustin. Picture: Shaun Hollis

Mums come out to play

With Mother's Day coming up
this Sunday, now is a great time
to shine a spotlight on the great
work mums across Far North
Queensland are doing.

Many mums were out and
about last weekend, including
Taylor Reedy, who was kicking
the footy with son Dustin at Port

Douglas oval during a break in the
Crocs match.

Richmond AFL fan Taylor loves
guest Croc Dustin Martin so much,
she named her son after him.

And the junior Croc mums were
also out in force on the day Dusty
came to town - see Page 12 and
13 for more details.

Wonga’'s
million $

Shaun Hollis

A $1.35m plan to fix the drainage
at Wonga has been unveiled by
Douglas Shire Council.

Flooding after heavy rain has
been an ongoing frustration for
Wonga locals, with several con-
tacting Newsport in the past year
pleading for the state and local
governments to find a solution.

A report tabled in last week's
DSC meeting stated the new
plans, which are still in the
pre-concept and feasibility study
stage, aim to reduce the number
of flooded buildings from 20 and
12 during times of heavy inun-
dation between the ranges of a
one-in-five-year flood through to
a one-in-100-year flood.

Mayor Lisa Scomazzon spoke
out in favour of the Wonga project
during the meeting, singling it out
from a list of mooted flood-miti-
gation initiatives the council wants
to undertake.

"Some of the projects are fan-
tastic,” Mayor Scomazzon said.

"“One of them that | think is
great is the improvements to
stormwater drainage in Wonga.”

The project had now been iden-
tified in the 2023 Wonga Beach
Flood Study and Drainage Assess-
ment flood study, and now was
the time to get it moving, she said.

question

Several of the other councillors
agreed. The report tabled in the
meeting stated: "Wonga Beach is
a low lying beachside community
that is increasingly experiencing
flooding and inundation of resi-
dences in recent events, including
intense short period rainfall.”

“The flood mapping and drain-
age assessment study in Wonga
Beach has identified various op-
tions to reduce flooding and inun-
dation of residences”

In February, a Mewsport inves-
tigation found the clearing of a
trio of drains in Wonga Beach was
waiting on State Government En-
vironment Department approval
while frustrated locals continued
to endure localised flooding.

Wonga resident lan Arcus
said at the time, if the outfalls to
the ocean were not cleared, the
stormwater had nowhere to go
and just backed up in the drains.

“This in turn forces the water
into the streets, which fills the
streets and then causes water to
enter properties," Mr Arcus said.

“If you discuss with locals whao
have lived in the area virtually all
of their lives, it is easy to ascertain
that some of the drains and natu-
ral watercourses are either being
ignored or have been filled up over
the years."
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The Longest Lunch
Eat & drink under the palms.
Friday 22 May, 12:30pm

M

ltalian Feast Under the Stars
Live opera & local stories.
Friday 15 May, 5:30pm

Café del Mar x Sunset Sessions
DJ beats & lagoon pool dips.
Saturday 16 May, 4:30pm
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Upgrading
Cairns Western
Arterial Road

As well as upgrading Cairns Western Arterial Road, here are some of the ways the new
Queensland Government is delivering for Far North Queensland:

Delivering new classrooms at Cairns State = Delivering public transport for Babinda,
Special School Dimbulah and Ravenshoe

Upgrading six community halls in Far North « Upgrading Cairns' Queensland Ambulance
Queensland Service Operational Centre

« Upgrading Jeff Pezzutti Park Youth * Upgrading the Cooktown Multipurpose Health
Activities Space Service Facility

Upgrading the lighting at Cooktown Oval = Delivering emergency communication

Upgrading Barlow Park and the Manunda between Cooktown and Cairns.
Sports Precinct for 2032 and beyond

Find out what else we're delivering for you.

= DELIVERING |
FOR QUEENSLAND A8 Government

Authorised by the Cueensland Government, Brisbane.
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Ellen is the pride of
beach’s fire brigade

/B

Ellen Ross has been awarded the International Women's Day Rural Fire Award for the Northern Region Rural

Fire Service Queensland. Picture: Supplied

Bryan Littlely

Wonga Beach Rural Fire Brigade
volunteer Ellen Ross has been
recognised for her tireless service
and dedication to her community
as part of the Northern Region
Rural Fire Service Queensland
Awards.

The International Women's Day
Rural Fire Award recipient started
her volunteering at the age of 52

with the Maryfarms Rural Fire
Brigade and put her ongoing ded-
ication to the fire service down to
the many other volunteers she had
met along the way.

‘I have met many volunteers
over the years, from all walks of
life, none of this would have been
possible without a good crew be-
hind me, and the support | have
always had from the staff at our

o

Cairns office,” Mrs Ross said. She
did not start volunteering until re-
tiring and moving to Wonga Beach
and began working her way up to
being a Crew Leader in 2008.

Mrs Ross has held medium and
heavy rigid licences, did a lot of
time driving for the call-outs and
is famous for her caramel tarts and
cheesecakes.

DAINTREE HALL REPAIRS

The much-loved Daintree Com-
munity Hall is set to receive a
well-deserved refresh, with a se-
ries of maintenance works sched-
uled to begin in June.

The upcoming works will in-
clude repainting the outside of
the building, repairing gutters and
cladding, and plumbing upgrades
to the external toilet block.

The project will be delivered in
stages to minimise disruption, with
the council aiming to keep the
community informed about any
short-term changes for hall users.

FRUIT STALL RAID

Operators of the Daintree Gate-
way Fruit Stall have been left
frustrated by a late-night fruit
raid, with two individuals helping
themselves to produce while leav-
ing only a fraction of the money
the haul was warth.

Security footage at the stall
captured the theft at about 11pm
on Sunday, when two individuals
wearing masks visited in what ap-
peared to be an older-model Toy-
ota LandCruiser,

“They did leave some money...
but only a fraction of what was
taken," wrote operator Nadia
Sinkaovich,

COUNCIL WAGE DISPUTE
“Significant service disruptions”
are expected by one local union
at Douglas Shire Council in com-
ing weeks after a pay dispute has
escalated.

Australian Workers' Union
members at the council began tak-
ing industrial action last fortnight
as part of ongoing negotiations
with management about a new
pay deal, Morthern District secre-
tary Jim Wilson said last week.

A DSC statement outlined that
it "acknowledges and respects
the lawful right of employees to
engage in protected industrial ac-
tion".

=

Jessie Goetze

Happy Mother’s Day

To the mothers who can still hold their children close.
and those who carry them guietly in their hearts

You are doing an incredible job, in all the ways seen and unseen
May you feel held and celebrated. —

Here when you need me for your next Real Estate chapter.

M: 0422 243 342 - jessie.goetze@qgldsir.com

Sotheby's

Queesnsland
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Start of the party

The new Sea Circus show this weekend will take you on a journey through ancient times, telling tales of

mythological gods and goddesses. Picture: Sharon Richards Photographic
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From Page One

The celebrations launch next
Friday (May 15} with the Carniva-
le Kick Off Party at the Paramour
Big Top on Dixie 5t. Port Doug-
las, while Blast Lab, Slime of your
Life and hypnotist Matt Hale are
also set to wow crowds of all ages
across that weekend.

Sea Circus is putting on two
shows across that weekend - An-
cient Tales at the Surfy on the
Friday and at Cafe Del Mar at the
Sheraton on Saturday (May 16).

Owner and performer Vanessa
Carey says the group is excited to
be involved.

“Let your imagination cast away
to explore the ancient wonders of
the world with Sea Circus Produc-
tions this year for Carnivale,” Car-
&Yy 5ays.

"“With this year's storytime
based on 'Ancient Tales of the
Gods', the showcase will take
you on a journey through ancient
times, telling tales of mythological
gods and goddesses.

"Our explorers travel across the
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5 Unmissable Shows under one tent - Limited Tickets - Book before it‘s too late!
BOOKINGS AT TIXZAR.COM.AU or 1300 895 177
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season has arrived

deserts, through the expanses of
the rainforest, and into the depths
of the oceans, encountering myth-
ical creatures and facing legendary
nemeses in the search to find trea-
sures that'll protect their world to-
day.”

Carey says the shows are a
creative community collabora-
tion that bring the stories to life,
through words, song, dance and
circus acts, which display local
talents in aerial acrobatics, con-
tortion, stilt walking, LED twirling,
music, theatre and fire dancing.

“We're proud to partner up
with PyroGlow Productions, Keep
on Dancing, The Clink Theatre
and the harpist Loni Fitzpatrick,”
she says.

The entire Port Douglas Carni-
vale program includes 10 days of
festivities.

Running from May 15-24, it will
culminate in a weekend of cele-
brations from May 22-24. Douglas
Shire Mayor Lisa Scomazzon says
there is much excitement around
the new expanded Port Douglas
Carnivale program, with more
than 30 events now including mu-
sic festival Savannah Sounds.

"Port Douglas Carnivale is an
important part of the Douglas
community's culture, and it show-
cases our incredible destination Paramour will combine circus, burlesque and family-friendly entertainment
to a new audience with more than  to produce a range of different shows. Picture: Supplied
13,000 visitor nights generated
last year,” Mayor Scomazzon says.

This year, Carnivale also coin-
cides with the Port Douglas Yacht
Club's Race Week. Mayor Scom-
azzon encourages local business-
es and community groups to get
involved in the Macrossan Street
Parade, with float entries open
until tomorrow (Friday, May 8). To
register, go to carnivale.com.au.

Sea Circus. Sea Circus.

SAVANNAH SOUNDS

PARAMOUR CABARET
PORT DOUGLAS STREET PARADE

'
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DELIVERED DANIEL'S LAW

QUEENSIPANDJISA
FOR OUR KIDS

In honour of Daniel Morcombe, the new Queensland Government has delivered Daniel's Law,
the State's first public child sex offender register, available now.

This online tool provides different types of information about convicted child sex offenders so
Queenslanders can make informed decisions to help keep kids safe.

Daniel’s Law honours two decades of tireless advocacy from Bruce and Denise Morcombe,
following the tragic abduction and murder of their son Daniel.

HOW THE REGISTER WORKS:

Tier 1: Missing reportable offenders
View a list of non-compliant offenders whose whereabouts are unknown to police.

Tier 2: Locality search
Queensland residents can apply to see if registered offenders are living in their local area.

Tier 3: Parents and guardians disclosure

Parents and guardians can apply to check whether a person who has unsupervised contact
with their child is a reportable offender.

Through this new law, the Queensland Government is delivering access to vital
information to help keep kids safe.

A Queensland

Making QLD Safe A
| Q | MakingQ r FOR QUEENSLAND B ' Government

Anthorised by the Queensland Government, Brisbane.
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You have been warned

Shaun Hollis

Cooya Beach, Newell Beach, and
Wonga Beach have been chosen
as the only Queensland region set
to take part in a national trial of
a new phone emergency-warning
system.

The Federal Government's
Aushlert system can send mes-
sages to every mobile phone in

the country in the event of a na-
tional emergency such as a flood
or bushfire. Cooya, Newell and
Waonga residents are set to be sent
warning-system kits next week so
they can take part in the state trial
of the system at 2pm on Tuesday,
June 16.

“These kits will include materi-
als to support information sharing
across the community,” a Govern-

ment release states. The National
Messaging System is described by
the Government as a “telepho-
ny-based warning capability built
by the Australian Government for
use by states and territories and
the Commonwealth.”

It is expected to be fully oper-
ational by October following the
community-based trials, as well as
a national test.

The system features an “intru-
sive alert” with unigue features
including the capability to send
messages in an event of "national
significance”.

Community-based trials will be
conducted across nine national
locations in the next two months.

For more information go to
nema.gov.au/our-work/risk-reduc-
tion/ausalert.

Song about
Mossman
set to go

A Mossman-based music group is
set to release a new song and vid-
eo this month about their experi-
ences growing up in the Far MNorth
Queensland Douglas Shire town.

The track Still Believing by
Muossman Maob features a talented
group of young performers singing
about a range of topics including
the sugar industry, the skate park,
the bakery and the Sharks rugby
league team, all set to an infec-
tious beat.

Led by Desert Pea Media and
Jabalbina, the project has been
created on Eastern Kuku Yalan-
ji Country with a $30,000 grant
through Douglas Shire Council
and the Federal and State Gov-
ernments.

“Anincredible new track is com-
ing." a Desert Pea release states.

“Maossman Mob - Still Believing
dropping soon.”

The initiative is part of the Di-
saster Recovery Funding Arrange-
ments initiated after Cyclone Jas-
per to help communities get back
on their feet.
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The filming of the new music video in Mossman. Picture: Douglas Shire Council

Q/ WILLIAMS CETE & CO

Complete your FREE Money Check Up Report to access

DIGITAL FINANCIAL PLANNING

&~ Property Investment

& Investment Strategy

&~ Superannuation Review S Insurance Review

www.williamscete.com.au/financial-planning
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Outdoor library
space, no trees

Shaun Hollis

Several large trees on the eastern
side of the Mossman Library are in
the firing line following a $70,000
plan to build a new outdoor space
next to the building.

An application for a $50,000
grant has been submitted to the
State Government to build the
space on a strip of land between
the eastern side of the library and
the house next door, which would
be used for events such as out-
door kid's book readings, as well
as using mobile phones.

In last week's council meeting,
the councillors voted to support
the plan, with Cr Abigail Noli say-
ing this may breathe new life into
an unused piece of land.

“It's a great idea, wholehearted-
ly support this, and | actually look
forward to seeing the outcome
when it’s finished," Cr Noli said.

The proposal includes: remov-

ing the trees on the boundary
and replacing the fence; install-
ing a door to enable access to the
outside area; relocating power
cables: repairing the patio: install-
ing guttering, and; putting down a
concrete slab. The report stated
opening the outdoor space would
also allow for school-holiday ac-
tivities, "messy play", and a space
where users can eat and socialise.

The council has pledged to con-
tribute about $20,000 to remove
the trees and move the fence.

“The removal of the trees on
the boundary will have some en-
vironmental impact,” the report
states.

"However, the trees currently
pose some threat to the library
building, as well as the neighbour-
ing property.

“More appropriate landscaping
for the space can be implemented
as part of the project.”

Cook MP David Kempton (centre) with Bob Err and Shane North from the

Douglas Shire Motor Sports Association. Picture: Supplied

Pair of clubs wins $55k boost

Two of the region’s better-known
clubs are getting ready to spend
some welcome cash.

Port Douglas Surf Life Saving
Club and the Douglas Shire Mo-
tor Sports Association are among
those who successfully applied
for money in the latest round of
the State Government's Gambling
Community Benefit Fund grants.

More than $60m is earmarked
for not-for-profit organisations
each year and the money is dis-

pensed through the state's Justice
Department.

Surf Life Saving Club secre-
tary Ingrid van Opzeeland said
the much-needed about $35.000
grant would be spent to help the
club install a selar system, while
Motor Sports Association pres-
ident Bob Err said there was a
measure of relief in the $21,000 it
received, as it would help it to add
an an-site toilet.
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JON STEVENS

NOISEWORKS AND INXS COLLECTION

VANESSA AMO
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SARA BERKI - AUSTIN MACKAY - HILLBILLY GOATS - KAIROS KIN - RACONTEURS - CARINDA CHRISTIE
THE JOKER POKERS - PELICANA - WHISKEY - TAYLOR SHERIDAN - JUST ANDY (DJ) ¢ (RS
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Owen Street home rush
as truck convoy rolls In

Shaun Hollis

Roads across the Mossman region
were temporarily closed down
last week to allow for a convoy of
trucks to deliver pre-fabricated
sections of a State Government
18-home social-housing project
which is now already half-built on
Owen Street,

The social-housing project was
exempt from requiring council
development approval, and some
residents were shocked when a
large rain tree was removed from
the block after the go-ahead was
given late last year.

Mewsport was contacted by
one Mossman local who was disap-
pointed with the way the two-sto-
rey project has been carried out.

“It would be nice to know what's
going on here as it's all been hush
hush since the huge raintree was
cut down which took crews about
three weeks or more to complete,”
they wrote to Newsport.

"Then we find out that about
15, 14,177 social housing units are
being plonked down in the middle
of residential housing at 16 Owen
St with not a whisper from the
DSC in regards to planning laws.”

In October builder and devel-
oper Trevor Woodward expressed
disappointment at the lack of plan-
ning notice for the project, saying
the building will be an ugly addi-
tion to one of the nicest streets in
Massman.

Mr Woodward said his calls to
the council for details on the de-
velopment left him frustrated af-
ter he learned the social-housing

project was not required to meet
the same guidelines as other de-
velopments.

"Apparently social housing
doesn't have to have a develop-
ment application and doesn't have
to meet the same planning require-
ments of all other developers," he
said.

“They are going to be stacking
modular homes on top of each oth-
er in the nicest street in Mossman.

The new social housing and, inset, hoisting the top
storey into place. Pictures: Shaun Hollis

“It's got nothing to do with being
against social housing... it is the
fact it doesn't have to comply with
all the approvals any other builder
or developer has to.”

A statement from Mayor Lisa
Scamazzon confirmed the claims.

“This project is being delivered
by the Queensland Government
under its social housing program,”
Mayor Scomazzon said.

“As such, it is exempt from as-

sessment by Douglas Shire Council
under the Planning Act 2016.

“This means council does not
have the authority to approve or
refuse the development, nor does
it assess the project against local
planning scheme provisions.

“Similarly, vegetation removal
associated with the project is cov-
ered by state exemptions and does
not require council approval,” she
said.
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Saturday: Experience an electrifying evening

where fire, global flavours & rhythm collide

o TWO DAYS.
* TWO UNMISSABLE EVENTS

HRE RHYTHE ELAMGURS
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Sunday: Indulge in a luxurious long lunch at
Lagoon View Terrace with premium beverages

Thursday, May 7, 2026

pullman

HMOTELE AMO AEROMRTE

NEWSPORT PRINT

0N

To learn more




IN PICTURES: The day
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Handball received.

A new Medicare Urgent Care Clinicis
up and running for the North side!

Cairns North Medicare Urgent Care Clinic
7-11 Mount Milman Drive, Smithfield

Matt Smithcz

Federal Member for Leichhardt

Authorised by M.Smith (ALP}, 200 Mulgrave Road, Westcourt QLD 4870
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Dusty came to town

Shaun Hollis e

A huge roar went up around Port
Douglas Sports Complex during
the second quarter of the clash on
Saturday as Dustin “"Dusty" Mar-
tin employed his trademark "don’t
argue” move on a hapless South
Cairns opponent - this may have
been the moment when it sunk
in for the more than 3000-strong
crowd that they were witnessing
something special on home turf.

The Brownlow medallist and
three-time premiership player -
where he was best on ground in all
three grand finals - started racking
up touches from the first bounce.

But when he was down on his
haunches after about five minutes,
many were wondering if he would
be able to last to half time.

Then Dusty dribbled through
a soccer goal and later curled
through a classy set shot to post
two goals and make a major con-
tribution to the Port Douglas
Crocs' comfortable win against
the only other undefeated team in
the league., : : : . . /

Dusty was embraced enthu-  Port Douglas was looking picture perfect as a more than 3000-strong erET=
siastically by his new teammates crowd flocked to see Dusty Martin and the Crocs. Picture: @_leanvisuals  Eye on the ball.
and was spotted several times di-
recting traffic in the forward lines,
calling on his vast AFL experience
to help out after the Cutters start-
ed strongly.

All in all it was a great day for
the club and fans, with everyone
from the under-8s team to wheel-
chair-bound seniors in the grand-
stand leaving with huge smiles on
their beaming faces.

L. SALSA GROUP
t WORKSHOP
: _I o i . S I”I
Fridayi1oth of May
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PREPARATION

Influenza and COVID-19 viruses are always changing,
and the risk of serious illness goes up if you're over 65.
By vaccinating regularly, you can protect yourself
before a new strain goes around.

Speak to your health professional F N SIYe,
and book your vaccinations today ol et e S
or visit health.gov.au/winter-vaccinations v Australian Governmen
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$1.2m buys a house... FEEEER
or billion-dollar views

BUSINESS FEATURE
Jamie Jansen

Why compromise on a conven-
tional home when you can secure
a private mountain-view sanc-
tuary, complete with your own
freshwater source and a premier
lifestyle setup already in place?

In today's market, $1.2m in
Port Douglas will often secure a
home on a suburban allotment,
but rarely does it deliver the sense
of space, tranquillity, or a private
swimming hole and connection to
nature that defines a truly excep-
tional lifestyle property.

While that level of seclusion is
usually out of reach at this price
point, a major reduction in the
Whyanbeel Valley has changed
the maths, offering a spectacular
10-acre mountain sanctuary for
the cost of a standard residential
home.

Positioned just over 30 minutes
north of Port Douglas, and less
than two hours from Cairns Inter-
national Airport, this 4ha holding
offers a retreat of genuine sub-
stance, where privacy, elevation,
and panoramic mountain outlooks
combine to create a setting that
feels entirely removed from the
everyday.

A pristine freshwater creek
runs through the property, with
established walking tracks leading
to secluded waterfalls and natural
swimming holes, delivering an im-
mersive rainforest experience that
most only encounter on holiday,

This is a property defined by
versatility.

What truly distinguishes this
offering is its flexibility.

Whether envisioned as a pri-

For the price of a standard suburban house, you can secure a mountain-
view sanctuary in Whyanbeel. Picture: Raine & Horne Port Douglas

vate sanctuary, an income-gener-
ating base, or a multi-generational
residence, the property adapts
with ease, a level of versatility
seldom matched by standard resi-
dential holdings.

The three-bedroom home
is positioned to fully embrace
its surroundings, featuring pol-
ished-timber floors, a contempo-
rary kitchen, and an expansive
outdoor entertaining deck that
captures sweeping valley views.

Infrastructure is a standout, A
substantial 24m x 10m liveable
shed with full services provides
immediate additional accommeoda-
tion or workspace, complemented
by a second insulated and pow-
ered shed ideal for workshop use,

A well-positioned gazebo offers
further flexibility, equally suited to
entertaining, creative pursuits, or
wellness activities, while plans for
a future caretaker's cottage add
ancther layer of potential.

A rare and valuable inclusion
is the gravity-fed water licence
sourced directly from Daintree

Mational Park, ensuring a consis-
tent supply of pristine freshwater,
an asset of increasing importance.
For those seeking greater
self-sufficiency, the property is
already well prepared, with an es-
tablished greenhouse, extensive
water lines, and ample space for
orchards or further cultivation.
Importantly, modern conve-
niences remain in place, including
high-speed internet, mains power
with scope for solar, hydro, or bat-
tery integration, and a school bus
service connecting to town.
Enjoy the best of both worlds,
a connection to nature where you
can truly unwind without sacri-
ficing the convenience of staying
fully connected when it matters.

E.! To read the full
story scan this QR
code

Want to showcase yvour business
with a business feature? Please
contact feature editor jamie@
newsporf.com.au

Outriggers
heading up
to worlds

Six members of the Port Doug-
las Outrigger Canoe Club will
represent Australia at the Bian-
nual World Sprint Champion-
ship next week on the Sunshine
Coast.

Kevin and Danielle Bellero, Lili
lensen, Vernon Carpenter and
Mike Shuck are all part of Aus-
tralia's Far North Queensland
team after impressive trials in
2015 and blitzing the lead-up
qualifying event earlier this year.

The team completed prepa-
rations for the championships
with Intensive training in Cairns
and monthly training camps at
Lake Tinaroo. With the rest of
their crews coming from the two
Cairns clubs Hekili and Cairns
Beaches, training sessions were
also held in both locations.

“This is the first time for
the five of us to be invalved in
a campaign like this," Danielle
Bellero said. "It is very exciting
and we have learned so much as
paddlers over the last 12 month.
Experience we now will pass on
to the rest of our club.”

The crews will be racing over
500, 1000 and 1500 meters in
six-man canoes (OC8), along
with a 500m event in a 12-man
(OC12). The group will also be
joined by Port Douglas club
member Ingrid Juchem, who will
be representing Germany.

Access thousands
of archived stories
since 2009 here

Thursday, May 7, 2026

Have Your Say

. Food & drink outlets at
Port Douglas Splash Park
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Unforgettable Carnivale weekend

BUSIMESS FEATURE

Jamie Jansen
The tropical waterfront is set to
come alive this May as Savannah
Sounds returns to Rex Smeal Park
for Port Douglas Carnivale.

Following the massive success
of last year's event, the three-day
festival is back from Friday, May
22, to Sunday, May 24, with an-
other stellar lineup of Australian
music icons. Set against the stun-
ning backdrop of palm trees and
the Coral Sea, the festival, pre-
sented by Douglas Shire Council,
with Newsport as major sponsor
and a range of local businesses
getting behind the event, brings
together some of the country's
most celebrated acts for an unfor-
gettable weekend in the tropics.

This year's headliners, including
Vanessa Amorosi, Jon Stevens,
Sneaky Sound System, Dragon.
and Kingswood, will bring a stel-
lar mix of iconic anthems and
high-energy performances to the
tropical waterfront for an unfor-
gettable weekend.

The musical festival is designed
for you to enjoy the best of Port
Douglas Carnivale during the day

Headliners including Vanessa ﬁmumsi and Jon Stevens promise an unforgettable weekend. Picture: ﬂewspnrt

before heading to the park for
world-class live music each after-
noon and evening.

With local food trucks, bars
and relaxed seating areas and a
VIP zone overlooking the water it
is the ultimate way to soak up the
tropical atmosphere.

Tickets are available now at sa-
vannahsounds.com.au.

There will also be way more
Carnivale magic across Port Doug-
las that weekend, including Par-
amour Cabaret and The Longest
Lunch. For the full program go to
carnivale.com.au.

s To read the full

story scan this QR
cade
Want to showcose your business
with a business feature? Please

contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

POSITIONS VACANT
[ b [r-\\ I:'_'; !_,' _S | | I’\,' II'. G I -t‘} 1{--\ n“ :_: .-\ || !\‘I C _\ Dcirghes Siles b
BUS DRIVER PANEL BEATER
(casual) (Part Time)
Mus:v‘lhﬁa;ij él.grent Experienced panel beater
Minimum 4 hours per day - Flexible working hours
split shift Award wages

Award woges

E: ops@fngbuslines.com.au
©r 19 Sowmill Rood Mossman

E: ops@ingbuslines.com.au
Or 19 Sowmill Rood Mossman

L0481

COMMUNITY NOTICES

FUNERAL NOTICE

Mossman Junior Rugby

‘home games.

‘and the ﬂﬂth June

FOOD VANS NEEDED

League are aeeking Food
Vans for our up and coming

9am - 3pm on the 16th May

Please send us a PM or get in touch via
email: president@mossmanjrl.com

f-'u.w
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JCU MARINERS
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In kwing memory of

ROGERS,

lan Peter
25 September 1960 — 20 April 2026

Sadly passed away peacefully after a
courageous battle with cancer.
lan was surrounded by love and will
be deeply missed. Denni and Hayden
invite family and friends to celebrate
lan’s hfe:

Waolston Park Golf Club, Wacaol
Friday, 15 Mav 2026 at 3:0Mpm

‘Wake to follow at same location. All

welcome,

Thursday, May 7, 2026




YOU SAID IT! Opinion Page

FERRY AND OTHER
PRICE RISES APPROVED

Lisa McCafferty

It's $16 return for the Burnspoint
ferry in West Ballina. Same dis-
tance and its actually an ex-Dain-
tree ferry.

Gabby Ritter

Would be interesting to know
how much the council gets per
year to lease it to Entrada?

Dan Hammersley

It's already way overpriced, as a
Cairns local with friends over the
river, yeah | can access passes.
but the price is affecting tourism
up there and | won't take people
up there at that price.

Bruce Neighbour

It's all about the push for 15-min-
ute cities. They are currently
working on pricing out fuel so no
one can afford to go far, this is
just another tactic, and they’ll get
rich whilst doing it.

Cralg Stevens

Should be run by main roads and
free like elsewhere in the coun-
try instead of a cash cow run by
muppets.

Pete Mills

Just build a bridge, cheaper to
build now than in 10 years time.
Ferry is slow, expensive, and
hassle for people who just want
to go shopping or come back late
as it shuts at midnight. And the
price is ridiculous $51 for return?

Sara Reid

This ferry is a joke. There is a
line-up, wait, restricted time to
access, its costly and inaccessible

at times... build a bridge if you
want tourism and accessibility for
locals. The ongoing saga sur-
rounding this expensive dysfunc-
tional backwards logic to keep
the ferry is stupidity at its finest.

Darryn Slade

My understanding that this is
nearly double the price for a load
of rubbish to the tip with a trailer
(%16 current vs. $30 new)? Small
load is currently $10.50. The new
price of $12.50 is roughly a 20
per cent increase,

MARINA SET FOR SEDI-
MENT CLEANOUT

Mick Heasman
That's part of life in ocean and in-
let tidal sand and silt movement.

Michael Santarossa

Hey council look, a dredge com-
ing. You going to send it over to
Mossman river mouth?

Bevan Bobbermein
It will only fill up again with sed-
iment so will have to be dredged
over and over again.

Jo Black
At the very least mow the lawns.

Charlie Raymond

Would be wonderful if the own-
ers spent some much-needed
money on the place before it is
too far gone.

Richard Young
Put the sand back on the beach.

Micko More

Sounds like some whingy whiny
real estate Karens on the page
complaining, it's not like it's
falling into the ocean or dilapi-

o

i Dr;dging taking place at the marina...

and dig you off
your couch

| Do you mind? | don't
© | come to your lounge

dated or anything resembling the
above, possibly some new land-
scaping and some other minor
improvements would be sensible.

Lisa Lopez

Nobody respects conditions
these days because they're
mostly overseas investors and
the council has already given this
owner grief in the past. He now
just wants to sell.

DO-NUT BE AN IDIOT

Jesse Hollands

Looks like someone made the
most of the wet season and had
some fun. Sorry Karens' ovaries
were stepped on in the making of
this post. Getalifeincorporated,

Kim Christensen
Sad to see we don't need these

people living here, people come
here for our beautiful town. | see
they did it on the way to town on
the roundabout also last week.

Joombi O'Flaherty
Just a few youngsters letting off
a hit of steam - no harm done.

Russell Cook
The lawns of the shire have been
looking sooooo lush lately too.

Bill Cameron

Eloody fleabags!! They wouldn't
have half a brain between the lot
of them.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Send vour let-
ters and comments to editor@
newsport.com.au or post com-
ments on our Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages.

61 Reef Street, Port Douglas,
4877

o= e -0

Price: Price Reduced 12 51,395,000

T8-30 Macrowssn St | G023 343 4T | cradgoachalistaBgtduir com

OPEM HOME

5/1-5 Barrier Street, Port Douglas
Thursday, 7 May

2pm - 2.30pm

Property Shop

7 Coral Sea Drive, Mossman
Gorge QLD 4873

[ TSN - JEY : T
Price: AUCTION

A% Facrousan Sirest 08T 1B05  rh corosu/poridosglas

OPEN HOME

&1 Reef Street
Saturday, 23 May
11am - 11.45 AM
Sotheby's

Barbara

5 | Sathebys
" Walveridge

2/18-28 St Crispins Ave, Port
Douglas QLD 4877

00 -8

Price: Price Reduced 1o $1,375,000
230 Matroksan SU1 43T 14T 342 | Birbare. welvwdisgediqidair tom

OPEN HOME

1/24 Solander Boulevard
Wednesday, 6 May
4.30pm - 5pm

Sotheby's

MPLE LUXLRY Oft APARTMEN

42/11-15 Port Douglas Road,
Port Douglas QLD 4877
=0 .00

Price: Offers aver £799,000

Fore Dyl | S41% M5 TT1 | peoperiyiopal isvglasdimn

Thursday, May 7, 2026
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Rebecca Morris and Wild Russ at the book Georgia Berta, Elise Geleijnse, Joshua Butterfly, Annabel Taig, Michael Joseph Rees, Phil Leahy and Uli
launch. Michael Perry and Sam Steele at the book launch. Braun at the book launch.

-

Arlene Duff, Hannah Defran, Charlie Smith, Bethan Andy Fenwick, Ken Lockhart, Andrew Tingate and Penny Johnson Tarpon and Tim
Ricketts and Crystal Deas at the footy. Micheal Whelan at the footy. O'Connor at the footy.

MAY Trivia Night MAY Community Walk MAY Bingo Might With K-Star MAY Hole In One Jackpot
? Time: 6.30pm - 8pm 9 Darkness into Light 15 Time: 6,30pm - 8.00pm 18 Competition
Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro Time Sam - Location: 35ixteen Bar & Bistro Time: 10am - &pm
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas Location: Cafe Fresqg at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas Location: Daddyshack Indoor
5ok 5 Golf, Grant 5t, Port D I
ers Lal unc reroo uriesque % i i
MAY Trivia with Supa Sal and MAY Mother's Day Lunch MAY Barefoot & Burlesq ; 7
7 WEVS 10 Time: 12pm - 2pm 15 Time: 7pm - 8.30pm MAY INDONESIAN NIGHT
Time: 7pm - 8.30pm Location: Seabean Tapas Bar & Location: Dixie Park ‘19 Time: 5pm - Bpm
Location: Club Mossman Rest t Location: 35ixt Bar & Bist
MAY . eranran MAY  Carnivale Kick Off Parw aLDcRa,m‘InDanda Rgs.-;gftnlﬂ‘;rrt Dn:jglrauﬁ
Sound Healing MAY Mothers Day High Tea 15 Time: 9pm - 12am ;
B Time: 7pm - 8pm 10 Time: 13.30pm - 16pm Location: Dixie Park MAY Trivia Night
Location: Port Douglas Yoga Location: Daintree Bar and MAY Ancient Tal 21 Time: 6.30pm - Bpm
Studio Lounge at Sheraton Grand \ncient lales Location: 35ixteen Bar & Bistro
. g . 15 Time: 6.30pm - 8.30pm at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas
MAY Bingo Night With K-Star May Hole In One Jackpot Location: Surf Life Saving Club /
8 Time: 6.30pm - 8pm 11 Competition The Surfy MAY Happy Hour Cabaret
Location: 35ixteen Bar & Bistro Time: 10am - pm MAY Yahdoh 21 Time: Bpm - 10pm
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas Location; Daddyshack Indoor ,a ’ o Location: Dixie Park
MAY ‘ P Gaolf, Grant 5t, Port Douglas 15 Time: 7.30pm - 10.30pm e
3 Social Dancing fid NGk Location: Club Mossman ;?’ Twnwa with Supa Sal and
Time: 6.30pm - 9.30pm MAY Indonesian Night evs
ol ¢ MAY Blast Lab i
Location: PULLMAMN SEA Time: Spm - 8pm o Time: 7pm - 8.30pm
TEMPLE PORT DOUGLAS 12 Location: 35ixteen Bar & Bistro 16 Time: 12pm - 1.30pm Location: Club Mossman
MAY Wait-a-While at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas Location: Dixie Park MAY Sound Healin
iing: 7300 - 10, MAY MAY Matt Hale's 80'S Themed skl
B Time: 7.30pm - 10.30pm Trivia Night 22 lime: 7pm - 8pm
Location: Club Mossman 14 Time: 6.30pm - 8.00pm 1? Hypnﬂﬂs Show Location: Port Douglas Yoga

Time: Spm - &6:.30pm Studia

Location: 35ixt Bar & Bist
R s b Location: Dixie Park

MAY Sound Hea"ng at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

9 Time; 7pm - 8pm Sji Of Y. Lif MAY Bingo Night With K-Star
Location: Port Douglas Yoga MAY Bingo with K-Star MAY olime aur Lire 22 lime: 6.30pm - 8pm
Studic 14 Time: 7pm - B.30pm 17 T'mEZ,Ime, ',lpm Location: 35ixteen Bar & Bistro
Location: Dixie Park

Lecation: Club Mossman at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

may Country Rock Fest

9 Time: Spm MAY Sound Healing MaY Dave Dusch
Location: Ellis Beach Bar & Grill 15 Time: 7pm - Bpm 22 Tirne: 7.30pm - 10.30pm
Location: Port Douglas Yoga Location: Club Maossman

Studio

Visit www.newsport.com.au to list your event for free
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SPORTS DIGEST

Crocs are flying high after four rounds

From Page 12

When the final siren sounded,
the scoreboard showed 16.11
(107) to 9.6 (60), but it took time
for the Crocs to shake off a per-
sistent Souths outfit, and the op-
position never really gave up the
whole game.

While Martin gave the team a
big boost, the Crocs had winners
across the whole ground, with

recruit Shay Linke dangerous up
forward with four goals and Liam
Bartels racking up the touches
again.

Other busy players included
Jacob Zboril (3 goals), Jake Cook,
Murphy Short and Ben McPhee.

Mext Saturday the Crocs are
back home against Cairns Saints.

In the women's game, the Crocs
jumped out of the blocks, leading

for much of the first half, before
being over-run by the Cutters,
with the final score 2.4 (18) to 4.7
(43). The women's game starts
at 10.15am on Saturday at Port
Douglas oval.

The reserves team also had a
good win, 10.7 (67) to 6.7 (43), and
is currently sitting equal top on
the ladder - a huge improvement
on this time last year,

Sophia Shaw reaches for the ball.

B by e e T e
Matias Martinez in action.

The Douglas United Dragons had
a hard-fought 3-2 win against Ath-
erton at home on Friday night.

Taking the early lead with a
well-taken penalty, the teams
were back on level pegging when
Atherton drilled one in the top
corner of the northern net. The
Dragons started strongly after
half-time, pushing out to a 3-1 lead
after goals to experienced centre
forward Christian Snel and Tyron
Drumm.

But Atherton scored in the B0th
minute to make the final few min-
utes more tense, with United hang-
ing on. This Friday night the Drag-
ons are away to Leichhardt.

Wi

o

"-

a'-.l_.__ .

Kane Gray scores a try in Saturday's game. Picture: Shaun Hollis

Attackers
run riot for
the Raiders

The Raiders ran out victors in an
entertaining try-fest on Saturday
evening, beating the Southside
Crusaders 46-29 at hame.

Port Douglas got away to a
perfect start, with Kane Gray
just planting the ball over the line
through sheer grit and determina-
tion, much to the annoyance of his
Southside opponent.

However, in an open and at-
tacking game, the Crusaders con-
tinued to hit back with tries of
their own.

But in the end they could not
match the firepower of Port's sey-
en tries,

For the Raiders, try scorers in-
cluded three to Ryan Connors and
one to Joe O'Leary, Rian O'Flynn
and Jean Valette, while Luke Ed-
wards converted four kicks.

This Saturday Port Douglas
takes on the JCU Mariners at
home from 5pm.

BUILDING

Build Your Perfect Kitchen

with Bower Cabinets

You design, we create

0437 732 286 | INFO@BOWERBUILDING.NET

Thursday, May 7, 2026
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NewsSport

DUSTY
MAGIC

sormer AFL
G eat stars

Shaun Hollis

Three-time Richmond AFL
premier Dustin Martin came
to play on Saturday for Port
Douglas in front of a big home
crowd in the top-of-the-ta-
| ble clash with South Cairns

Cutters, racking up multiple

touches and two goals as the

Crocs ran out comfortable
" 47-point winners.

Continued Page 11 |
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Dustin Martin wins the ball and kicks in front of fans on the grandstand wing at Port Douglas oval. Picture: Shaun Hollis

SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORT CLUBS

B PEST CONTROL

DRINK & DINE

-Iu_-,f» COMFORT

R cose comanera rucs aim e Centeally located in Port Douglos. DISCOVER THE
Mbbeee e = Spaciovs, self.contained holiday
i : units, pools, and BBQ areas offer CRAIC AT FADDY S
._-.I_LPP\_‘_IH TING C?UR comfort and relaxotion near ( J! T evierL ol
COMMUNITY" downtown amenifies, The fully

self-containad, selfcatering holiday
units are |nrgc with a choice
of Shedia, 1, 2 and 3 bedroom

ﬁ heliday opartments MacRrossAN STREET, PorT DousLas
™y o 51.52 Davidson 5t | 07 4084 2999 11.30AM TIL LATE
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