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High season has been delivering for

.1 some Douglas Shire tourism operators

{1 hit by a slow start to the year as the

industry continues to work to recover

lost ground since Covid-19.

And operators across the district spo-

ken to by Newsport are hoping growth

®_will continue for the next few months
' following several setbacks this year.
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Wonga Beach resort plan given preliminary approval - P3
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exciting new menu

Fresh flavours, unforgettable evenings, BOOK NOW!
Dinner from 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM - www.santiportdouglas.com.au
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Mewsport Print welcomes your
community story submissions, Sub-
missions can be emailed to editor@
newsport.com.au, Please include
the what, when, why and how and,
preferably, with a picture,

Please also include a direct phone
number and a full name so we can
verify and confirm any further details
when required to do so.

Please keep your submission or story
to no maore than 200 words and

as succinct as possible. Mewsport
reserves the right to edit, modify,
change and re-write your submission
for clarity, brevity or legal reasons,
The publishing of all contributed
submissions is at the sole discretion
of the editor,

Mewsport Print also welcomes yvour
story ideas, tips and leads.

Industrial estate all go

Shaun Hollis

The final design for a new $1.2m
13-lot industrial estate on Beor
Street at Craiglie has been ap-
proved by Douglas Shire Council
this month.

Criginally conceived last year
as a 17-lot site by private devel-
opment company KAN Develop-
ments, which is headed up by local
businesspeople including Krystal
DeMenna, the council planners
ticked off on 13 lots following ne-
gotiations with the group.

“The engineering design has
been revised and the number of
lots reduced from 17 to 13 by
amalgamating some of the lots,"
an engineer’s letter to the council
dated May 18 states.

“Many of the issues raised...
related to the stormwater design
and, as a result, the stormwater
design was revised to eliminate
the open concrete-lined drains.”

The council approved the es-
tate last Monday subject to some
conditions being met, such as the
updated drainage works.

The plans include two dead-
end streets running up the mid-
die of the 13 allotments from

The new Craiglie srteets set to be built off Beor Street. Picture: Supplied

Beor Street. Craiglie Business
Park Stage Two was originally ap-
proved back in 2007 on an about
Sha greenfields allotment on the
left-hand side as you turn into the
current Beor Road business estate
from Captain Cook Highway.

But those plans were redrawn
in 2015,

There were further changes
made in 2017, the block was sold

off in 2018, and the development
has been granted deadline exten-
sions to February 2028.

The original 2007 plans includ-
ed a larger block for the Paws and
Claws animal shelter to move into,
but that element has now been
removed.

Mrs DeMenna has been ap-
proached for comment.

) CABINET

APS MAKERS

Your trusted local Cabinet Makers
Bringing your Vision to Life

0476 319 885

Shed 9, 9-11 Teamsters

ose, CRAIGLIE QLD 4877

info@apscabinetmakers.com.au
apscabinetmakers.com.au

GET IN TOUCH FOR A QUOTE TODAY: Kitchens, Bathrooms, Ensuites and Laundries, Walk-in robes and
Linen Closets, Home Storage Solutions, Renovations and New Builds
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Roaming performers entertained the crowds at the Taste Festival Village
at the Sheraton resort on Sunday. Picture: Santiago Gonzalez

A Taste sensation for Shire

Douglas Shire experienced a taste
of the spectacular on the week-
end as the 10-year anniversary
of the Taste festival took place
across the district.

Rex Smeal Park, the Sheraton
Grand Mirage Resort, the Mow-
bray rainforest and a host of
restaurants across the region were
some of the venues that more
than 4000 food-and-drink lovers
from across the country descend-

ed upon to experience the unique
festival atmosphere.

This year's program was packed
with top national and internation-
al chefs staging demonstrations
and masterclasses, including
Kirk Westaway (Singapore), Ri-
shi Maleendra (Singapore), Ryan
Clift (Bali), Michael Wilson (Singa-
pore), Mindy Woods (NSW), Manu
Feildel, Colin Fassnidge, Ben Wil-
liamson (Brisbane) and Jerry Mai.

Tick given
for Wonga’s
new resort

Shaun Hollis

A multi-million dollar resort at
Wonga Beach has been given
“preliminary approval” by the
State Government, subject to
conditions including paying for
major traffic works at the Moss-
man-Daintree Road/Wonga
Beach Road turnoff and improve-
ments to the bus loading zone.

As a huge &6-room resort and
conference centre with a con-
struction cost of about $182m,
the approval process is being done
through State Government plan-
ning authorities.

Developers 18 Oasis Street
have been told by planning body
the State Assessment and Refer-
ral Agency, as a condition of final
approval, to pay for a “full-length
channelised right-turn treatment
at the Mossman-Daintree Road/
Wonga Beach Road intersection”,
including design and construction.

The approval is also contingent
on including a loading zone in the
roofed porch area - known as the
porte cochere.

“The development must pro-
vide a private bus setdown facility
in the porte cochere adjacent to
the pedestrian entry of the central
building,” SARA states in the latest
correspondence,

The six-star eco-friendly Won-
ga Beach Resort complex, which
is expected to take 18 months to
complete, will require about 370
workers during the construction

.Ir-.; 5 ."I'q = w@

A design of the new resort,

phase. During the about construc-
tion period, the development is
expected to generate more than
$160m in economic output and
more than $30m in wages and
salaries.

The guest capacity is expect-
ed to be more than 200, and the
plans include a restaurant, bar,
pool, day spa, gym, and Indige-
nous Interpretive Centre at 18
Oasis Drive, Wonga Beach. On-
going operations are projected
to generate about $50m per year,
including about $12m per year in
wages and salaries for about 150
full-time-equivalent jobs.

The building has been designed
by Charles Wright Architects on
about 2400sq m. The resort is
planned at the former sites of Oz
Oasis Resort, Redbacks and Dain-
tree Palms, with those buildings
being demolished a number of
years ago.

The plans have generated con-
siderable online debate among
residents since they were first re-
leased in December.
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We want to hear from you

« Have you got ideas?
« Want to be part of an event?
= Have photos or stories to share?

SCAN THE QR CODE OR EMAILUSTO
SHARE YOUR IDEAS

E enguiries@douglas.gld.gov.au

DOUGLAS

SHIRE COUNCIL
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It's time to complete
your Census.
-

-

Every answer matters

If you know where you'll be on Census night,

Tuesday 11 August, you can complete the form for 1@;
your household as soon as you get your instructions. gmg}fgg
Complete online, on paper or with help from us. Statlstics
(3 census.abs.gov.au Census

Authorised by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Canberra
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Lead role for
Mossy's own
stage star

Mossman musical-theatre per-
former Angela Brischetto has
made her debut in Six the Musical
in Melbourne at the age of 20.

The former Bodies in Motion
Dance School performer plays
one of the six wives of King Henry
VIl in the blockbuster show, the
youngest of the six lead perform-
ers. BIM principal Saskia Turner
says watching Brischetto's jour-
ney unfold has been incredibly
rewarding since she started out at
the dance school at age four.

“Seeing Angela perform pro-
fessionally is something the entire
dance school is immensely proud
of," Turner said. “She has always
been a... dedicated, humble and
hardworking performer.

“To see her representing our
small community on such a signif-
icant national stage is truly inspir-

Angela Brischetto is one of the stars of Six the Musical. Picture: Supplied

Bmldmg Noah brid

Shaun Hollis

Work on a new $12m dual-lane
Moah Creek Bridge is set to start
after the temporary bypass was
opened on Monday.

The completion of the elevated
bypass, which is designed to stay
above high-tide levels, has paved
the way for construction of the
bridge just south of Cape Tribula-
tion. Douglas Shire Council May-
or Lisa Scomazzon said the new
bridge had already undergone a
trial build off site to help stream-
line construction - so it should be
done before the end of the year.

“The project remains on track
for completion in December," she
said. The bridge is being funded
through the Federal and State
Government Disaster Recovery
Funding Arrangements.

Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Minister Kristy McBain said
the completion of the bypass was
an important step.

“We know how important re-
liable access is for communities
recovering from disaster,” she said.

Daintree Rainforest locals will
be relieved when the new bridge is
open following years of lobbying.

The Noah Creek temporary bypass is done. Picture: HEH Civil
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“THE BEST
HALF MARATHON
COURSE IN THE
WORLD"
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Qeensterd  JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY

Join ‘Team Newsport' on Saturday 5 September for
RUN PORT DOUGLAS to receive 10% discount off your
entry fee. Simply visit www.runportdouglas.com.au to
enter and select join Team Newsport'.
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Different reglons, dlfferent reports

P T

From Page One

The southern side of the Dain-
tree River has been the success
story of the past month, with re-
ports of high numbers of visitors
at Cassowary Falls and on the
crocodile tour boats.

Cassowary Falls guide Bruce
Morwood said numbers had been
strong, with morning and after-
noon tours to the pristine water-
fall both proving popular.

“We are the only place in the
world where two world heri-
tage-listed areas collide, being
the Great Barrier Reef and the
wet tropic rainforest, two of the
most biodiverse ecosystems in the
world, so we are extremely lucky
indeed,” Mr Morwood said.

property. Picture: Shaun Hollis

way up on what it has been.” One

"(We have) a cracker of a swim
where we get to pat fish, turtles
and eels, it's really cool.”

In the Daintree Village, Croc
Express owner Dean Clapp said
his numbers had been excellent.

"Best year since Covid," Mr
Clapp said.

“It's taken a long time to get
back to this stage.

“In general there are more peo-
ple travelling.

“I travel a lot and it's certainly

added positive was the return last
week of much-loved croc tour op-
erator Solar Whisper., whose boat
was swept away when the river
flooded in late March.

Business owner David White
raised more than $100,000 during
a GoFundMe campaign to get back
on the water doing what he loves.

“Thank you to the incredible
generosity of the community far
and wide, we are back." Mr White
said last week.

Cassowary Falls tour guides Katja Petrovic and Marisabel Beretta at the

In Port Douglas, Macrossan
Street has been packed across
the past month and operators and
resort managers are reporting a
steady trade - not setting any re-
cords, but not the worst season
either, they said.

Windswell owner/operator
Brett Wright said the season so far
was "more quality than quantity.”

“It's not as busy as other sea-
sons but we are still doing alright.”
he said.

His Mossman River tours have

been operating every day and
there were also "busloads going
north”, which was a real bonus for
those operators who had suffered
at the start of the year with the
flooding and loss of the ferry, he
said.

“Last summer was an unprece-
dented low,” Mr Wright said.

Across the river, operators are
still trying to balance the books
after the ferry was offline for a
month, and now roadworks in
preparation for the new ferry
next year have been causing some
high-season frustrations.

One operator told NMewsport
the worksite was a "circus” that
had "cost myself and many others
a fortune".

“They could have designed the
workflow so that the priority lane
was unaffected in the six busiest
weeks, but no. It does not have to
be ready until late 2027, they said.

“If they do the northside next
year in July it will be chaps.”

Douglas Shire Council, howev-
er, said last week roadworks were
“progressing well",

“The project remains on track
for completion by the end of Oc-
tober,” a DSC spokesman stated.

PROPOSED PERMANENT ROAD CLOSURE

Anention is direcied 10 an applcation for Permanent Road Closure of an anea of about 1470me
being pan of Mowbeay River Road, abutting Lot 3 an SP229627 {locality Mowbray) and shown
Road Proposed to be Permanently Closed (4 on Drawing LAGIS-2316

Commaents or objections to the application must be submitied no later than 17 Septenber 2034
i weritng to the Department of Matural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing and Regional and
Rurdl Development Robina Office (PO Bex 4297, Robing Town Centre GLD 42300 or online a1 the
Queenslard Government’s website at ‘Current Road Closure Applications’
woanaLgld.gov.aufemdronment/land/statesroads,

Members of the pulblic interested in the proposed road deswe can apply under the Rght b
Infoermation Act 200% (RTI Act] to access any commentstobgections recehed

1 you lodge comments or an objection, please include in your commentsiabscmion advice whether you
would Boe (o be consulted if this issue becomes the subject of an access application under the RT] Act

BEAU GENTRY
MENSWEAR
Behind the iconic Courthousa Hotal
Shop 3 Mantra on the inlet,

Cr Wharf & Macrossan Streets
P: 07 4099 6881
www.beaugentrypd.com.au

For further details and to view a copy of the drawing, contact the Depariment an (07) 3096 6243 guoting
redprence number 2026001 348 or view the application online on the Queensland Government's
website at ‘Current Boad Closure Applications”. wwalgld. gov aw/environment/flandfstate/roads

rﬂ“ "
PELIVERING | 557 Queensiand Open 7 days, 9am to 5pm

SUPPORT LOCAL, SHOP LOCAL!

Locally owned BBQ Experts
Visit our showroom and meet the team with over 20 years
of experience in Weber BBQs and outdoor living.

Stockists of the Premium range of Weber BBQs and accessories
Qutdoor Kitchen design and build - Gozney and Ooni Pizza Ovens
Shelta Outdoor Umbrellas - Premium Teak and Kwila Outdoor Furniture
The biggest range of sun loungers in the Cairns region

Premium lump charcoal « Delivery and assembly available
and so much more

Yisit us today and discover the FNQ BBO & Outdoors difference!
23 Anderson 5t, Manunda, Cairns - [07] 4055 8335
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Future business
a dead certaint

Shaun Hollis

The funeral parlour on Sawmill
Street in Mossman is aiming to
expand.

Mossman and Port Doug-
las Community Funerals owner
Propel Funeral Partners - a large
company with parlours across
Australia and New Zealand - has
bought the former vet property at
the back of the centre on Theresa
Drive in order to consolidate oper-
ations at the site.

“The existing mortuary and
body storage functions currently
undertaken at the Sawmill Street
premises will be relocated to the
Theresa Drive site," according to
plans lodged with Douglas Shire
Council.

"The new facility will become
the principal operational base for
Mossman and Port Douglas Com-
munity Funerals.

"The existing Sawmill Street
property will continue to operate
in conjunction with the funeral
business, however, its role will be
focused on cremation-related ac-
tivities.”

As part of the development,
the shed currently at the Therese
Drive site is set to be retained, but
new balconies and other additions
will be added.

"The proposal does not seek to
expand the scale of the existing
business,” the plans state. “Rather,
it seeks to separate funeral ad-
ministration and family facing ac-
tivities from the cremation related

The Sawmill Road funeral parlour (top) has bought the shed out the back
with a view to expand. Pictures: Shaun Hollis

operations. On the day of a funeral
service, the hearse will travel from
the Sawmill Road premises to the
Theresa Drive facility, where the
coffin will be loaded prior to pro-
ceeding to the funeral service lo-

cation, such as a church, chapel or
cemetery. Following completion
of the service, where cremation
is required, the deceased will be
transported to the Sawmill Road
premises.”

VETERANS HONOURED
Vietnam Veterans' Day will be
commemorated this Tuesday at
R5Ls and other memorials across
the country, including in Moss-
man.

The day is held on August 18
each year on the anniversary of
the Battle of Long Tan, which took
place in the Vietnam War in 1966,

The day honours the Vietnam
Veterans' contributions towards
Australia’s defence forces.

A service will be held near the
mural on the grounds outside the
Mossman Sub Branch from about
11am-3pm at 28 Johnston Road in
Massman,

PARK MAKES SPLASH

The Port Douglas Splash Park has
been named Queensland's best
new major play space by industry
group representative body Parks
and Leisure Australia.

The new attraction, which was
completed by Douglas Shire Coun-
cil last year near Four Mile Beach,
won the award for best project
costing more than $1m, recognis-
ing the excellence and innovation
of the design.

The project is now a finalist in
the Parks and Leisure Australia
Mational Awards in December,
where it will compete against
three other projects from inter-
state.

CHOPPER BASE BUILD
Construction is starting on the
new $4m Nautilus helicopter base
in Port Douglas.

Mautilus Aviation's new home
will include landing pads, hangar
and offices on a close-to-5000sq
m site at 35-39 Port Street near
Dickson's Inlet.

Once completed, the choppers
are set to take off and come in to
land across the water from two
purpose-built landing pads.

HELP SAVE FNQ FROM ELECTRIC ANTS

Electric ants pose a serious threat to our wildlife, -"ﬂq
pets and environment. More than 40% of
infestations are found during free property checks.

Thursday, August 13, 2026

Please book yours today

Please nominate Newsport Daily as how you heard of us!

13 25 23

dpi.qld.gov.au/anthunt
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T Government
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Locals hang tough at Mlss Muddy

THE Miss Muddy Cairns took

place last weekend with a group
of 17 committed girls from the
Douglas Shire taking up the
challenge.

Miss Muddy takes place at
different locations all across
Australia and is a grueling Skm
female-only obstacle-course
event.

The Douglas Dirty Divas
spent last Saturday climbing,
crawling slipping and sliding
their way through mud to help
raise awareness for the McGrath
Foundation and, in particular,
the Breast Care Murses in com-
munities nationwide.

Mossman's IMT and Port Pi-
lates Plus in Port Douglas helped
sponsor the event.

The business supplied the
girls with their own comman-
do-style singlets and have so
far helped the team raise almost

The Douglas Dirty Divas took part in the Miss Muddy Cairns event. Picture: Euﬁptied

gerald, Elle Brown, Jamayah Mc-  Sam Fielden, Summer Walford,

EI’i"'EI Access thousands

$700.

Ginty, Jayde Neil, Jo Radley, Julie

Tess Glass, Tracey Saxon, Yvette

Douglas Dirty Divas team
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WELCOME
TO ALCHEMY
LOUNGE

¥ Relaxed Dining

¥ Handcrafted Cocktails
¥ Vibrant Nights

¥ Food and drink till late
¥ Open7 days
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2 (07) 4099 6990
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One of the cars being rescued from the Daintree River. Picture: :l'u.ui’s Creb Track Recove

CREB STACK: cars sunk

Shaun Hollis

Up to half a dozen cars have had
to be rescued from the middle of
the Daintree River at the start of
the Creb Track in the past few
weeks, Daintree Village locals say.

This includes at least one fam-
ity that ended up wading through
waters known to be the home of a
large crocodile, Newsport under-
stands.

Creb Track rescue special-
ist Tony “Toxi" Bartels last week
called for the Douglas Shire Coun-
cil to install more signage and
depth markers at the crossing,
which does not go straight across,
but bends downriver in the mid-
dle.

*[There has been) more recov-
eries and rescues in two weeks
than we've probably had in two

years," he told ABC radio last
week,

“If you go straight ahead it's just
a big hole.

“Before you know it there is no
car, you're underwater.”

The four-wheel-drive track
from Daintree Village heading
north to Wujal Wujal was offi-
cially opened for the season late
last month after delays caused by
unseasonal rain and repairs from
damage sustained across the wet
SEason.

But the river level has still been
high following persistent rains.
making the crossing more prob-
lermnatic,

Council workers dredged out
the crossing in early June in prepa-
ration for expected improving
weather.

The opening of the world-fa-
mous about 70km-long four-
wheel-drive track was delayed
close to two months past last
year's opening, which took place
in June.

The Creb, which crosses the
Bloomfield River, Donovan's
Creek, and Roaring Meg Creek,
is considered one of the most
challenging and picturesque four-
wheel-drive tracks in the country.

The name "Creb" stands for
Cairns Regional Electricity Board
- it was originally the service track
for the old powerline to Cook-
town.

The DSC did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

Inquiry about
mobile phone
range access

The chances of improving the
phone coverage in Far North
Queensland have increased after
Awustralia’s consumer watchdog
last week launched an inquiry into
mobile roaming.

The year-long Australian Com-
petition and Consumer Commis-
sion inguiry will "examine regional
mobile coverage across Australia”
to work out if mobile providers will
be made to give other providers
access to their phone networks
if the signal is too weak on your
own service. This has major impli-
cations for phone users in regions
such as FNQ who choose to pay
more for some service providers
because their coverage is better.

ACCC Commissioner Anna
Brakey said there were growing
calls for intervention to regulate
wholesale mobile services, partic-
ularly in regional areas.

“The ACCC recognises the im-
partance of mobile coverage, pro-
vider choice and network reliabil-
ity, particularly for people living,
working and travelling in regional
areas,” Commissioner Brakey said.

“Consumers expect and need
affordable, reliable and high-qual-
ity services. Businesses and in-
vestors need confidence to make
efficient investments.”

Both Eurcpe and North Ameri-
ca have domestic roaming, where
a mobile phone will automatically
connect to another provider when
the signal is too weak.

The inquiry will consider is-
sues such as how mobile coverage
and consumer needs are wheth-
er phone users have meaningful
choice between mobile providers.

® ST. ANDREW’S HALL

PORT DOUGLAS

Beginner Ballroom
0 & Latin 6pm

Salsa & Bachata pm

afpm

Thursday, August 13, 2026

® mMossMAN
BUFFS HALL

Mixed Level
@ Ballroom &

Latin 5pm

® rPuLLMAN
SEA TEMPLE
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Cosmos sets bhar high with menu

BUSIMNESS FEATURE

Jamie Jansen

Cosmos on Grant Street has not
only launched a major new drinks
menu, raising the bar for local
cocktails, it has also elevated its
food game to evolve from a pop-
ular dart lounge into a true dining
destination.

Behind the bar, mixologist
Alex Karimnia has introduced a
fresh round of inventive creations
alongside beloved staples like the
sub-zero Minus 40° Martinis and
the signature Cosmic Cosmo.

The new menu features stand-
outs like the pandan-infused Silk
Road Highball, the Coral Cay
Market Punch made with Port
Douglas Sunday market fruit, the
dessert-inspired Sunset Meringue,
and the showstopping Curtain
Call, a Wagyu fat-washed scotch
cocktail paired with a PX jam do-
nut hite.

Fans of the venue will also be
glad to know the iconic “Bullseye”
cocktail spheres are here to stay,
those delicate, flavour-packed mo-
lecular shots made from scratch
daily and served right off the
spoon.

Mixologist Alex Karimnia has launched a fresh cocktail lineup featuring
inventive new creations, like a market-fruit punch and a Wagyu-scotch
highball, alongside signature venue staples. Picture: Leandro Furlanetto

A handpicked wine list rounds
out the drinks program, thought-
fully chosen to pair with what's
coming out of the kitchen.
Elevated eats

The food certainly holds its

own as well. The culinary evolu-
tion is led by head chef Alberto,
whose Madrid upbringing and
Le Cordon Bleu training shine
through a modern tapas menu
defined as Mediterranean cuisine

with global influences. Designed
to showcase local tropical ingredi-
ents with high-level technique, the
offerings range from traditional
Spanish croquetas and Argentin-
ian empanadas to fresh kingfish
crudo, truffle tartare, and charred
pork belly skewers.

Guests can soak it all in on the
newly opened outdoor deck, one
of the few alfresco dining spots in
town for balmy evenings, or set-
tle into the moody, plush booths
inside.

With late-night dining un-
til 10.30pm on weekdays and
11.30pm on weekends, Cosmos
has officially perfected the com-
plete night out.

Check out the drink and the
food menu's here: cosmospd.com.
au/menu.

EEEE 15 read the ful

story scan this QR
code

Want to showcase your business
with a business feature? Please
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

Amanda Haines
. Ph: 0417 248 854
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1. Jungle Road | Port Douglas
| Crientique Sleeveless Maxi
Dress in LIBERTE BLUE Print

2. Tropico | Port Douglas |
Customisable Tote Bags

3. Pebble | Port Douglas | Resin
Bangles

4. Beau Gentry | Port Douglas |
Men's Monaco Swimshorts

5. Sportspower | Port Douglas
| ASICS GT-2000 15 Mens
Running Shoes

6. Whileaway | Port Douglas |
An Ocean and a Day by Hannah
Richell

7. Casa delle Sorelle | Port
Douglas | Starlet Coral Lamp

8. Martinique Island Style | Port
Douglas | Lulu Lobster Earrings

9. Floral Edge | Port Douglas |
Tropical Bouquet | From $60
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Tropico community
lands at Macrossan

BUSINESS FEATURE
Jamie Jansen

For long-time Port Douglas lo-
cal Valentina Bertoli, Macrossan
Street's newest storefront is all
about celebrating community, lo-
cal talent, and a touch of authen-
tic Italian heritage.

Her newly opened shop, Trop-
ico, was born out of a desire to
create a permanent home for the
region's thriving creative scene,
bringing together local artisans,
custom-made goods, and specialty
items under one roof,

Inspired by Port Douglas's
iconic Sunday markets, Valenti-
na wanted to give local creatives
a permanent home beyond the
weekend, creating a space where
both locals and travelers can ac-
cess handmade regional goods
throughout the weelk.

Step inside, and the shelves re-
flect a rich, hand-picked tapestry
of the region. The shop stocks ev-
erything from local honey, choco-
lates, craft gins, wines, and artis-
anal ice cream from the Atherton
Tablelands to homewares, hand-
made toys, and accessories.

"“Working directly with local
makers creates a genuine com-
munity connection, rather than
ordering stock online from a big
supplier,” Valentina says.

Adding a distinct personal
touch, the store also weaves in a
nod to Valentina's roots through

iy
-

« _  Craig
Schofiel

1509 Cape Tribulation Road,
Cow Bay
8- 8 —-e-

Price: Contact Agent
Th-30 Macrossan 511 0422 243 352 | craigschafieldRgidsir.cem

Tropico owner Valentina Bertoli with Angela, who crafts and tailors
custom homewares in the store. Picture: Jamie Jansen

imported Italian ceramics. Tropico
partners directly with a family-run
business in Tuscany and Sicily to
import traditional ceramic plates,
olive oil bottles, and decorative
pieces like Sicilian Moorish Heads
and Pigna lamps.

Beyond browsing the shelves,
visitors can get creative at the in-
house customisation lab, which
offers custom printing on t-shirts,
tote bags, and mugs, customers
can even bring in their own items
to personalise.

Team member Angela also
brings her tailoring skills to the
shop, crafting custom table run-
ners, headbands, and cushions,
with the ability to tailor pieces

OPEN HOME

202/17 Esplanade, Port Douglas
Saturday, August 15

12pm - 1pm

Raine & Horne

14 Crescent, 34-36 St
Crispins Ave, Port Douglas

Price: $489,000
Pert Deugian | 062% 368 771 | propartys bos parideegancom

on the spot. Designed with busy
families in mind, the shop even
features a dedicated kids' corner
complete with drawing materials,
so parents can take their time
browsing while little ones stay en-
tertained.

“We want it to feel welcoming,
family-friendly, and deeply tied to
the local community,” Valentina
says.

(=130 (=] To read the full
story scan this QR
code

Want to showcase your business
with a business feature? Please
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

OPEN HOME

2/26-30 Macrossan Street
Monday, August 17

12pm - 1pm

Property Shop

Heather
Carle

21 .Iili:a"l'étreet, Port
Douglas

[T T Yo
Price: §1,840,000

W15 Grank Streatl 6438 T72 377 | opmcprath com s

Budget-friendly
menu options
out at Oaks

BUSINESS FEATURE
Jamie Jansen

Anyone looking to shake up their
dining routine in Port Douglas
has a great reason to head over
to Oak & Vine Restaurant, where
a new lineup of budget-friendly
daily specials is making a night out
easier and more affordable for lo-
cals and visitors alike.

Mestled inside Oaks Port Doug-
las Resort, the relaxed, poolside
venue is firmly cementing its spot
as a go-to tropical hangout.

The new daily specials run
alongside the restaurant’s regular
4 la carte menu through to MNo-
vember 30, offering discounted
meals, pairing deals, and casual bar
bites throughout the week.

To make an evening out even
easier, Oak & Vine is also offer-
ing a complimentary door-to-door
shuttle service for residents.

Simply book your table in ad-
vance, and the resort will pick you
up right from your front door and
drop you home safely after dinner,
taking parking hassles and desig-
nated driver duties completely off
the table.

To view the full menu, check
daily specials, or reserve your ta-
ble with complimentary transfer,
visit the Oak & Vine website.

0] @ To read the full
4 story scan this QR
1 code

OPEN HOME

202/17 Esplanade, Port Douglas
Saturday, August 22

11lam - 12pm

Raine & Horne

David
Colten

Horne.

5/60 Mudlo Street, Port
Douglas

=0 -0

Price: Offers ower $400,000

E/54 Macrossan Sirest | SDE7 1800  réucses au/peridesgla

Thursday, August 13, 2026
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YOU SAID IT! Opinion Page

BUDGE THE DOG
FOUND AFTER DAYS OF
BEING LOST IN BUSH

Stacey Stephens

| love happy endings!!!!! My
Jackson survived after falling in a
croc-infested flooded creek last
year. | thought he was gone... but
he pulled himself out halfway
before the big one at salt water
bridge.

MNeil Calhoun
Reminds me of the story of a guy
named John Rambo.

MNicholas Wilkinson

He looks way too wise for a croc
to take him, there's to much FNG
street smart in that boy.

Lee Nicole

Reading this makes me so happy!
You must have been beside your-
self. Glad Budge has her Mum
back.

Jenni Walker
Best moment of the week.

Solar Whisper Daintree River
Crocodile & Wildlife Cruises

So happy this little one was
found, like everyone around here
we were all keeping an eye out.

Kerry Muller
What a great result... you never
gave up.

SHEPPARD'S AUSTRA-
LIAN RECORD SUCCESS
IN GLASGOW

Jan Buchanan
An Australian record - that’s bril-
liant. Well done Matt,

Selina Maffey
Congratulations Matt. Awesome
achievement.

Ives Mensland Mossman
Congratulations very proud of
you,

Jason Ablett
Well done Matty.

Patricia Hutton
Well done Matt you're amazing.

Cathy Maloney
Great determination Matt!

Tilly Dwyer
Good on yah Matt, Australia is
proud of you.

Karryn Hancock

Good on ya, you did our country
proud and what a buzz hey. Lap it
up, as I'm sure you are.

SHIRE HOUSE PRICES
UPS AND DOWNS

Susan Attwood
That's great, some of the young
ones can now buy.

Nort Weir

Don't know about those figures,
My house is up 100k from 2
years ago and units are up 7 per
cent YoY. Hence why so many are
for sale.

lan Locke
Great keep dropping!!

Catherine Roseman
Apartments have come down in
price. So many for sales especial-
ly in resorts.

MNeil Jabs

Great to see property prices
caorrect downwards. However
just mere months when ALL

of Douglas Shire Council Land
Valuations have escalated to mas-
sive highs we now have to pay
new increased rates in a declining
market trend. Go figure that one
out folks. Maore money for DSC
at ratepayers’ expense. Not good
during our cost of living crisis

and total loss of our entire sugar
industry.

Ali Tatt
Rents need to come down now.

' Have you seen
a lost dog all
by herself?

NEW CANCER CARE
HUB IN CAIRNS SET TO
MAKE BIG DIFFERENCE

Micko More

Good luck if you can get in...
waiting times are horrific to see
a specialist... you'll be looking

at years if at all... Save Australia
from Labor and mass migration
that's overwhelmed our hospitals
and left our citizens homeless,

David Haratsis
Imagine if you don't have a car!
You're f****d.

Dianne Harper

David Haratsis exactly no bus
service! Been there, it was tourist
bus travel drop-off or pick-ups on
the way and me with a spew bag!

CREB STACK: MANY
CARS BEING RESCUED
FROM DAINTREE RIVER

Sammy Keats
| was out there yesterday 'n'
was suprised how much it had

"Think | saw her

about five hours
ago 50m back
up the road...

changed from the last time | was
out here, there's been some pret-
ty good floods out here,

Jack Peterson

If you can't even cross the river
you are going to struggle with the
track proper.

Gavin Marley

Let them keep piling up, turn
them sideways and side by side,
bang you got yourself a bridge to
drive aver.

Jeff Ryan

Wow, it's not that hard to see
where the shallow water and
crossing actually is.

Warren O'Rourke
Good for the local towies,

EDITOR'S NOTE: Send vyour let-
ters and comments to editor@
newsport.com.au or post com-
ments on our Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages.

POSITIONS VACANT

OMMUNITY NOTICE

e L1
oy L

HECHANIGAL
=TT BIT 475

QUALIFIED MECHANIC

Mossman Mechanical is
looking for a qualified Light
Vehicle Mechanic (or
equivalent) with a manual

driver's licence, stron
diagnostic skills, a reliable
and motivated attitude.

mossmanmechanical@hotmail.com

Raine/ Horne.
RECEPTION /
ADMINISTRATOR

Raine & Horne are looking
for o friendly, organised
Receptionist/ Administrator
with strong communication
and administration skills, o

positive aftitude and the
ability to work well in @
team.

Email your CV to
jecelyn.schumacher®portdouglas.rh.
com.au by S5pm Friday 14th August

e
"':_,..—'—"-!-
TroricWings

CONTRACTED SCHOOL BUS
DRIVER - MOSSMAN

Seeking reliable, safety-
focused Contract School Bus
Drivers with an MR licence,

Driver Authorisation, Blue

Card (or willingness to

obtain) and an ABM.

Send your resume and cover
letter to hr@capta.com.au

Fage 12
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ACROSS

1 Distresseddueto
being away from
residence (8)

5 Involve ()

10 Components(s)

11 Beatlessong,

- Wood (9)

Polynesian

istand (6}

English musician,

Phil -{7)

Lively (8)

Respiratory

disorder (6)

Scattered {6)

Fish that swims

inan upright

posture (3)

13

14
15

18
20

21 Organ(?) 9
24 Long, narrow strip
of fabric (6) 14
27 Atthebeginning(9) 16
28 Showmirth (5)
29 Soundsystem(f) 17
30  Turkish symbol (&)
19
DOWN
1 Pelvicreglon(4) 22
2  Cocktailcontaining 23
tequilaandcitrus 25
juice (9) 26
3 Japanesedish (5)
4  Thinkabout (8)
&  Mildlyirritates(7)
7  BEvidenceofbeing
elsewhere (5)
B Visible features
of an area {9)

SOLUTIONS

Quick Crossword

Reptile of NT
waters, briefly (4)
Hired killers (9)
Froduce pleasing
combination (9)
One who exposes
another (&)
Holiday
destination [7)
Ol frult (5)

High ground (4)
Foundation (5)
Relish (4)

pagemasters. 13022
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Your next challenge
Hitting the bullsey

See you at

9-Letter
negun ‘Buyins
ONIZYHENS
NS TyeUS JIn0s
‘Bueas ‘Jeas
e u ‘eyu Bursny
AiBuny ‘Bruy ey
‘Beuy ‘uney Guiey
‘Bunue) Buey
ey ‘ue) ‘Bupey

PUZZLES BROUGHT TO YOU BY |

7

26/9 Grant St, Port
Douglas QLD 4877
(07) 4099 6090

131 1 | |
S| 8|92 |
4 1 2
3| [ [ [ |9 8
141512 [6|9]|7]
8 3 1
12| (8] | [6] |
712|1 4
5
O-LETTER No.002
ﬁi'::?sli:uu:::n:rid. R
o ridieri gy E m
e pieid ol L G

must be included
and each letter may
only be used once.
Mo colloquial or
foreign words. No
capitalised nouns,
apastrophes or
plural nouns ending
in's,

W

12 words: Good

74

Today's Aim:

15 words: Very good
21+ words: Excellent

WORD FIND

THEME: Tropical countries

The remaining letters will spell out a message.

Q

UICK QUIZ

Micholas Hoult
(pictured) played
which famous
comic book villain
ina 2025 film?
What country’s
name translates
to ‘The Saviour’
in English?
Which type of skating event was
first added to the Winter Olympic
Games in 19247

Which video game was originally
titled Puckman in Japan?

Which band had a hit with the
2009 song Little Lion Man?

The Meshaha River is located

in which African country?
Portugal produces half the world's
supply of what buoyant material?
Which popular British soap opera
debuted on screens in 19957
Which European country was the
first to allow same-sex marriage
in 20017

Meve Campbell features in films
of which harrar franchise?

WIESUG " L SPUBSYIEY 3UL"6
syeadfoy " Riod L vidonp] e suog g

plaLIngy °5 uopy-204 “p buneys paads g
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RY UOA'I
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OUREPL
MBCUJLI
GRUHAN
OUBSAM
CNATAD
| EA Il RE
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EBAREBA
M1 GUAD

MO=TOTPFTrLONG—X—mMOr
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QwoOrorrrad-HArZ—-—3>r»r 0

CrT1mOoD>rPo0Fr<>S0Om
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ANGOLA  GUADELOUPE
ARUBA HAITI
BAHAMAS INDIA
BARBADOS JAMAICA
BELIZE KENYA
BOLIVIA LACS
BRAZIL LIBERIA
G MALAYSIA
BURKINA FASO
BURMA g
CAYMANISLANDs MARTINIQUE
S MEXICO
COMOROS NIGER
CONGO PERU
CUBA AWANDA
ELSALVADOR SUDAN
ERITREA TOGO
GAMEIA VIETHAM
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Saalia Maestrom & Lilli Zeissler at the Emily Pagel & Samuel Stacey at the Amy Mack, chef Manu Feildel, Jan
Port Douglas Sunday market. Sunday market. Taste festival.

-

Maria Blanca Garcia, Andrea Garcia Solis, Brenda Tracey and Andrew Barns at the Taste Bianca Todorov and Bambi Titan at the Taste
Ortega and Amparo Puchades at the Sunday market. festival. festival.

AUG Tullara AUG Trivia Night AUG |ndonesian Night
14 Time: 5.30pm-8.30pm 20 Time: &.30pm-8pm 25 Time: Spm-8pm
ocation: Ellis Beach Bar an ocation: 35ixteen Bar & Bistro ocation: 35ixteen Bar & Bistro
Locati Ellis Beach B d L ion: 35i Bar & Bi L i 35i Bar & Bi
ri at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas
Grill tR daR Port D | R da R t, Port D |
AUG Bingo Night AUG Bingo with K-Star AUG Marina Markets
14 Time: &.30pm-Bpm 20 Time: 7pm-8.30pm 26 Time: 11am-5pm
Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro Location: Club Mossman Location: Crystalbrooke Marina,
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas AUG Binga Night Wharf Street Port Douglas
AUG Dave Dusch Time: 6,30pm-8pm AUG Reef to Rainfarest Dining
14 Time: 7.30pm-10.30pm 21 Location: 35ixteen Bar & Bistro 26 EKIJEI‘IEI‘IEE
ocation: Clu Q55Mman at Eamada Resort, Port Douglas ime: Spm - B.30pm
Location: Club M E R Part Doug T 5 8,30
AUG Food Gardening At Circle  AUG Salmonella Dub Ln_cafmn:!:wrM”E R
15 Of Plenty 21 Soundsystem AUG Trivia Night
Time: Bam-10am Time: &pm Time: 6.30pm-8pm
Location: Circle of Plenty, Location: Ellis Beach Bar and 27 Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro
Mossman Botanic Garden, Grill at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas
Maossman s 5
e Nkl b auG Geoff Black AUG Twnwa with Supa 5al and
cole MNIg aw Time: 7.30pm-10.30pm evs
16 Tinm:_:lpm-4_pm 21 Lecation: Club Mossman 27 Time: 7pm-9.30pm
L(-;I::-ﬁ?tmn: Ellis Beach Bar and AUG The Hardway Fostival | cf::.‘-itmn: Club Mu:i.r.rr.l:-m .
22 Time: 12pm-4pm AUG Tiffany Grace - Ripples in
AUG Indonesian Night Location: Ellis Beach Bar and 27 Time Tour 2026
18 Time: Spm-8pm Grill Time: spm-10pm
Location: 35ixteen Bar & Bistro Location: Ellis Beach Bar & Grill
at Ramada Resart, Port Douglas AUG Robert Lﬂngslt’aff ':'.'-'1 o . e
£ 23 Time: 1pm-4pm AUG Bingo Night
AUG Marina Markets Location: Ellis Beach Bar and 28 Time: &.30pm-Bpm
19 Time: 11am-5pm Grill Location: 35ixteen Bar & Bistro
Location: Crystalbrooke Marina, at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

Wharf Street Port Douglas

Picture: Pullman Sea Temple

Visit www.newsport.com.au to list your event for free
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SPORTS DIGEST

LAWN BOWLS

Jackpot Bowls winners: Peter Mc-
Grory, Terry Richards and Charlie
Toohey W+6, Mat Piper and Jason
Pearce W+6, John Arnold, Daryl
Hoskin and David Turnbull W+15
and winners on the day Keith
Bunge, Peter Harding and SAS
Brian Williams W+164. Bill Allison
and Mike Sims played in the Dis-
trict Champion of Club Champi-
ons Pairs play-offs at Yungaburra.

1200th career goal last week,
kicked six goals.

Shaun Hollis

The undefeated Port Douglas
Crocs gave the reigning premiers
a mighty 36-goal walloping on the
weekend to further enhance their
credentials as this year's firm flag
favourite.

Port finished the game 3513
(223) to Morth Cairns 1.4 (12), run-
ning out an incredible 211-point
winners against the top team of

Crocs tear into Tigers

2025, 5am Fairclough, Tom Cant-
well, Ben McPhee, Brodie Francis,
Shay Linke and Jack Ganley were
named best, with Linke kicking
seven goals, Kye Chapple six and
Ganley five.

In the women's match, the
Crocs were no match for the Ti-
gers, going down by 77 points, 0.1
(1) to 12.46 (78). The Port Douglas
teams have a bye this weekend.

Results from August 8.

Jackpot Bowls winners Jimmy
Wong, Ted Holmes and Col Wid-
dows W42, Bernie Wolland, Greg
Smith and Mike Sims W+5, Grant
Girle, Wayne Parkes and Eric Smith
W+7 and winners on the day Pe-
ter McGrory, Warren McCoist and
Steve Fuller W+22. Handicap sin-
gles on Sunday Caol Widdows de-
feated SAS Brian Williams 25-19.

Malachy McTaggart was part of
the team that won the Weipa Clas-
sic on the weekend. This weekend
(August 14-16) is Sugar Festival.

SOCCER
Douglas United lost to Innisfail
3-2in Cairns on Friday night, with
Daniele Cirani scoring both goals.
Innisfail scored in extra time to
seal the win after the Dragons had
led twice throughout the match.
This Friday night United is
scheduled to be back home against
Leichhardt from 8. 30pm.

RUGBY LEAGUE

Mossman finished off a disap-

pointing season with a 20-58

home loss to Innisfail on Sunday.
Try scorers were Zaimen Gil-

bert, Logan Yeatman, Benjamin

Barba and Alan Ingui.

Cooya athlete Matt Sheppard has thrown an Australian record at the
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. Picture: Athletics North Dueensland

Sheppard in
an Oz record
performance

Bryan Littlely

Cooya athlete Matt Sheppard
has thrown an Australian record
10.29m to finish 7th in the Men's
Shot Put F57 final at the Com-
monwealth Games in Glasgow.

In the biggest meet of his life,
and with his family in Glasgow to
see him compete, Sheppard ex-
celled on the international stage.

The competition was dominat-
ed by Indian athletes Rana Soman
(Gold) and Juyal Shubham (Silver)
with huge throws of 13.40m and
13. 28m respectively.

The Bronze went to Lekezo
Azamdzi Cedric Idriss of Camer-
oon with a put of 12.57m. All three
on the podium were more than
1.5m out in front of the rest of the
field. Sheppard was told to make
the Awustralian Commonwealth
Games team he would need to
be ranked in the top seven in the
world, with his performance in
Glasgow standing strong.

S TERM 3% K 4

SPOTS

AVAILABLE!  SaXeaia i
= &W"IP&EM‘{FWNJQ“”I i BLL hE.ulr:EE-.. i : II ..
Mossman & District ‘v A

Gymnastics Club Q@

X

GYM STRRS GYM ROCKETS GYM JETS
Agw 87 A B3 g W
(ST Ryt R oy
B - 30 e S | 430-520pa |
AERIAL SILKS AERIAL SILKS
Prefians gy Tt A t0e
B WEDMESDAY S| WEDAZSOAY
530 - B:1% pm E18 - T pm

Enrol now for Term 3/
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SANDO
STRIKES

Shaun Hollis

He wrote in his race bio that his
main goal for the Red Bull Roma-
niacs hard endurance motocross
rally was to "finish", but young
gun Sandon "Sando” Kerswell
ended up winning his class by an
hour and a half.

A self-confessed “bushbasher
from Oz", Sando, 18, of Mossman,
walked away with first place in
the hard enduro silver class cat-
egory wearing bib number 138,
helping to put his name forward

Young Mossman motorbike rider Sandon Kerswell
has won a major category in the Red Bull Romaniacs
hard enduro event in Europe. Picture: Supplied

as a rider to watch out for from
now on.

The race, which included four
stages run from July 28 to August
1 through the Carpithian Moun-
tains in Romania, is billed as the
event where adventure motorcy-
clists come from across the world
to compete at "some of the most
spectacular and demanding ad-
venture rally terrain on the plan-
et”.

Sando finished the race a full
90 minutes ahead of every else in
his category to post a command-

ing win. He says he is now aiming
to qualify for the gold class, which
features the 20 or so best hard
enduro riders in the world.

"It's pretty unreal, it hasn't
sunk in yet," he says of his win.

“I was just aiming to get to the
finish line."

Sando says he put in a lot of
training to take on the event,
which covers some of the most
adventurous motorbike-riding
terrain in the world.

“It's a dream come true,” he
says.

The district carnival on the
weekend. Picture: PDSLSC

Spectacular
days at Four
Mile Beach

The second North Queensland
Life Saving Surf Sports Season
carnival took place at Four Mile
Beach on the weekend, with ath-
letes setting a high standard of
competition.

Close to 200 competitors from
Moosa to Port Douglas hit the
beach in idyllic conditions.

The signature event was the
Steve Pollard Masters Mixed Dou-
ble Ski, with athletes competing in
honour of the former club presi-
dent, who regularly trained on his
beloved Four Mile Beach,

The close finish saw Migel Har-
ris and Tony Hannan from Cairns
SLSC taking victory.

Hannan, the Cairns club presi-
dent, said it was "an honour to win
such a coveted title" as they were
handed the shield from defending
title holder, Port Douglas SLSC
club captain John Goodman.

Cairns took out the averall club
point score, with Ellis Beach and
Port Douglas in a close finish for
second after a strong showing by
the host club.

PROUD SPONSORS

SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORT CLUBS
_ N

B/5:0
o

BAY VILLAS RESORT

atd

Centrally located in Port Douglas.
Spocious, selfcontained hn;guy
units, pools, and BBG areas offer
comfort and relaxation near
downtown amenities. The fully
salf-contained, 5aI—mManghhnliduy
units are large with o choice
of Studio, 1, 2 and 3 bedroom
haliday apartment:

51.53 Davidson 5t | 07 4084 2999

Page 16

Enjoy a wood-fired pizza
or a hearty steak in a cosy,
relaxed and
f-::lrnih,r Friendhf utmosphere.

Rattle N Hum Bar and Grill
38 Macrossan 5t
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| ELETTRITAL FHa

|";""'i CHILLED

From Daintree to Cairns,
Chilled Electrical FNQ
provides licensed electrical,
air conditioning,
and data services.

0413 455 867
admin@chilledelectricalfng.au
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