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LIVE THE DREAM ON THE BEACH
Your Beach Front Luxury 
Escape Awaits You!  
Imagine waking up to this,  
your sanctuary by the beach.  
Direct Access to the Beach.  
Call now for a private inspection 

Craig Schofield 
0419 494 800
Email - craig.schofield@qldsir.com

Catch your own 
NY taxi - P3

E-riders in the 
firing line - P9

Women wanna 
have fun - P14

Tropical
wonders

If you can feel your 
mouth watering and 
your taste buds tin-
gling, it likely means 
you can sense Tast-
ing the Tropics is 
just around the cor-
ner. Pages 6&7

Gorge relief
The Mossman Gorge Cultural 
Centre and Ayres Rock Resort 
have been sold off after last year’s 
Federal Budget papers revealed 

Pullman restaurant manager Daniela Gravante says the Sea Temple resort venue in Port Douglas has a special 
surprise in store for Tasting the Tropics next month. Picture: Shaun Hollis

Shaun Hollis the government-backed owners 
of the tourism enterprises owed 
about $140m.

Voyages Indigenous Tourism 
Australia, which finalised the sale 

of the businesses to US-owned 
tourism company Journey Beyond 
last week, owed ANZ and a Gov-
ernment finance provider.

Continued  Page 8
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Newsport Print welcomes your 
community story submissions. Sub-
missions can be emailed to editor@
newsport.com.au. Please include 
the what, when, why and how and, 
preferably, with a picture.
Please also include a direct phone 
number and a full name so we can 
verify and confirm any further details 
when required to do so.
Please keep your submission or story 
to no more than 200 words and 
as succinct as possible. Newsport 
reserves the right to edit, modify, 
change and re-write your submission 
for clarity, brevity or legal reasons. 
The publishing of all contributed 
submissions is at the sole discretion 
of the editor.
Newsport Print also welcomes your 
story ideas, tips and leads.

About Newsport Generous flood donation
A fundraising drive for crocodile 
tour company Solar Whisper has 
raised more than $110,000 in a 
weekend after the business’s boat 
was swept away by floodwaters 
early last Friday morning.

Company owner David White 
said he was humbled by the re-
sponse by people from across the 
world who follow his social media 
sites after the GoFundMe page 
was set up by good friends Aman-
da French and Matt Cornish.

“I honestly never expected this 
at all and really there’s no words I 
can express that can describe my 
gratitude,” Mr White said. 

“I am also very fortunate to 
have such a supportive communi-
ty here and across the world. 

“I also realise that there are 
many people worse off than me 
and in the greater scheme of 
things my problems do not appear 
so big. All I can say is thank you.”

Mr White said he was interest-
ed in donating any excess funds to 
charity, but said the boat repairs 
will cost about $300,000, includ-
ing replacement solar panels and 
batteries.

Solar Whisper owner David White narrowly avoided being swept away by 
Daintree River floodwaters. Picture: SW

“In the meantime I have to keep 
the costs of the ticket booth, and 
very importantly, my staff who 
rely on me.”  

He said it may be up to three 
months before the business re-
opened: “I am also incredibly 
lucky that the master boatbuilder 
Gavin Goodwin is going to give up 
his holidays to fix the boat. So my 
good fortune is amazing.”

Early last Friday morning Mr 
White’s Daintree River wharf was 

Shaun Hollis

ripped off the riverbanks during 
overnight flooding, sweeping 
away several boats. Mr White said 
he was fortunate to escape the 
incident after only just stepping 
off the wharf since helping out a 
neighbour tie up his boat.

The incident came as news 
broke that the Daintree Ferry 
was also closed after breaking 
free from moorings. A major flood 
warning for the Daintree River 
was issued last Friday night.
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Development Notice
Department of Transport and Main Roads 
Captain Cook Highway - Cyclone Jasper Disaster Recovery Works 

Address: Captain Cook Highway, Oak Beach 4877 QLD  
(Opposite Toll Gate Road and Pebbly Beach Road)

Consulting Engineers: AECOM 

Contractors: Georgiou Koppens Joint Venture 

Application ref: OP 2025_5717

You may obtain a copy of the submission at: 
https://douglas.qld.gov.au/ 

Commencement Date: Monday 16 March 2026

Please direct other enquiries to: 
Department of Transport and Main Roads  
cairns.office@tmr.qld.gov.au or call 1800 187 937 M

19
74
8

From New York to Port

Next time you see a New York 
taxi driving around the streets 
of Port Douglas, give the driver a 
wave.

Owned by local fisherman Da-
vid Lewkowski, the cab is the real 
deal - it was imported to Towns-
ville by the previous owner.

“The fella that bought it, he 
went to America, he found this, 
he bought it and imported it into 
Australia.”

The car has been 
rebuilt with a 350 
chevy engine and 
converted to right-
hand drive, which 
is necessary if you 
want to drive it 
commercially.

Dave has no im-
mediate plans to  
turn the taxi into 
a commercial ven-
ture, but has been 
fielding a few requests to help out 
at school formals and weddings.

The 1981 checker marathon, a 
car made in the US from the 1950s 
to early 80s, has been lovingly re-
stored.

“He put a lot of money into it.”
The result is a top ride that 

turns heads wherever it goes - 
there is believed to be less than a 
dozen of its type in Australia.

Port Douglas fisherman Dave Lewkowski with his New York taxi at Four Mile Beach. Picture: Shaun Hollis

“(It’s) ridiculous, people just 
stop and stare. 

“Some of them don’t actually 
get to wave, they just go: They put 
their hand up and they don’t know 
whether to wave or not.”

“Going down the highway when 
I was bringing it back from Towns-
ville, roadworks stopped.

“The fat controller under the 
first one, he radioed to all the 
rest, all the machines stopped 

and all the heads 
popped out from 
behind all the 
cars,” Dave says.

And one time 
a t  M o s s m a n 
markets there 
was a crowd of 
people gathered 
around looking 
and taking self-
ies when Dave 
started the en-
gine up.

“Blub. blub, blub, it was mak-
ing its noise, and this old lady, she 
must’ve been about 85 years old, 
she comes bobbling up to the side 
window, looks me in the eye, and 
says ‘feed it mate, just f**king feed 
it’.

“I just couldn’t believe the 
words that came out of her 
mouth,” he says.

“I pissed myself laughing.”

Shaun Hollis

The machines 
stopped and 
all the heads 
popped out 
from behind all 
the cars
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Back to school relief for families

CSC0308/A

With kids back at  
school for 2026, the new 
Queensland Government 
is delivering back to 
school relief for families.

Queensland kids now have the right 
tools to help them on their education 

journey, and every parent and carer is 
getting the backing they need through 
a range of initiatives and programs 
designed to make the school year easier.

The new Queensland Government 
is doing its bit to ease cost-of-living 
pressures on Queensland families with 
the Back to School Boost providing 
$100 for every primary school student 
to assist with school-related costs. 

The $200 Play On! Sports Vouchers 
are also supporting families while 
helping kids aged five to 17 get active 
and play their favourite sport.

Safer classrooms are giving students 
the best opportunity to learn. The 
successful Behaviour Boost program 
is backed by teachers and principals, 
with permanent funding to improve 
behaviour and better support school 
staff in Queensland schools. 

Free Kindy gives kids the chance to 
explore, play and learn while laying the 
foundation for a lifetime of learning. 

With 15 new schools, and upgrades 
across the state, Queenslanders can 
be confident their kids will receive a 
world-class education. 

The new Queensland Government 
has helped ease cost-of-living 

pressures for families, with the Back 
to School Boost. 

Every primary-school-aged child 
across Queensland’s state, Catholic, and 
independent schools receives a $100 
credit to help ease costs for families.

Parents can choose to use it on the cost 
of items or activities offered by the school, 
such as camps, excursions, incursions 
and extracurricular activities, stationery, 
uniforms or excellence programs. 

“The Back to School Boost is a 
welcome relief for our family,” said 
Kristy Talbot, mum of a nine-year-old 
daughter attending a state school. 
“Knowing we can use the $100 credit 
for school essentials like uniforms and 
excursions makes a big difference to 
our budget.”

For state school students, a $100 
credit is applied to the student’s school 
account. The non-state school sector 
is responsible for the administration 
of the $100, including how it can be 

applied to reduce fees or other related 
school costs.

The Back to School Boost is provided 
once per year. All students in primary 
school (Prep-Year 6) are eligible, including 
children who attend a special school or 
children enrolled in home education.

It’s just one of the ways the new 
Queensland Government is delivering 
a better lifestyle through a stronger 
economy, with the $200 Play On! Sports 
Vouchers also helping ease cost-of-living 
pressures on Queensland families.

The new Queensland Government 
is ensuring Queensland kids have 

access to world-class education 
facilities, with projects being delivered 
across Queensland inside and outside 
of the classroom.

The Government is  investing  
$255.6 million this financial year in 
North and Far North Queensland 
schools for new classrooms, specialist 

learning areas, multi-purpose halls, 
sporting facilities, and outdoor learning 
and play areas. 

Projects include new learning facilities 
for students at Cairns State Special School 
with eight new classrooms, an outdoor 
learning area, improved accessibility 
for staff and students, and new covered 
pick-up/drop-off zones and car parking. 

Cairns State Special School Principal 
Alicia Smith said the school community 
was looking forward to welcoming 
families who will choose the school 
because of its individualised and 
targeted support for students. 

“The most exciting part is being able 
to provide the specialised facilities 
that support students’ education and 
health needs,” Ms Smith said.

Back to School

Back to School Boost for Queensland families

World-class education facilities for Queensland kids

The Back to School Boost is providing $100 for every primary school student 
to assist with school-related costs.
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Back to School
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Round 2 of Play On!  
Sports Vouchers is 
providing ongoing 
cost-of-living relief for 
Queensland families 
while encouraging 
children to participate  
in their favourite sports.

Families with children aged five to 17 
can apply for $200 Play On! Sports 

Vouchers, which can be used to cover 
the costs of memberships, registration, 
or participation fees, making it more 
affordable for Queensland kids to get 
involved in sports. Activity providers 
and sports clubs can also register to 
be part of the program. 

There’s a dedicated allocation for 
children living with a disability and 
for kids living in regional and remote 
areas to even the playing field. Regional 
and remote Queenslanders will get 
their share of vouchers, reducing 
barriers and growing opportunities 
for children and young people living 
with a disability.

The new Queensland 
Government’s Behaviour 
Boost initiative for state 
schools is delivering 
safer classrooms to give 
all students the best 
opportunity to learn.

Behaviour Boost, which provides 
$45 million annually to support 

behaviour management strategies 
in state schools, has been widely 
supported by principals and teachers, 
and is now a permanent feature of 
Queensland’s education system.

Schools have the flexibility to use 
their funding to engage behaviour 
specialists, implement tailored strategies, 
and build staff capability to address 
behavioural challenges quickly and 
effectively.

To further strengthen Behaviour 
Boost, an additional $2.5 million has 
been allocated to fund professional 
development grants of up to $2000 for 
school staff specialising in behaviour 
management. 

Supported by the new Queensland 
Government’s $21.9 billion Education 
Budget, Queensland schools are 
being equipped to deliver safer, more 
focused learning environments for all 
students, teachers, and staff.

Helping kids get active and play their 
favourite sport with $200 Play On! 
Sports Vouchers

Game 
changing 
sports 
vouchers 

Behaviour Boost  
delivering safer classrooms

The new Queensland 
Government is delivering 
Free Kindy, giving kids the 
chance to explore, play 
and learn while laying the 
foundation for a lifetime 
of learning.

Designed for the year before 
starting school, kindy helps 

children develop important early 
learning skills, build confidence, 
and enhance their overall wellbeing.

It also develops a love of learning, 
fosters confidence, and builds 
social skills, preparing children 
for a smooth transition to school.

Free Kindy gives eligible children 
15 hours per week for up to 40 weeks 
per year in a program approved 
by the Queensland Government 
ensuring cost is not a barrier to kindy 
access, and relieving cost‑of‑living 
pressures for families. To be eligible 
for Free Kindy, children need to be 
at least four years old by 30 June 
in the year before they start Prep. 

Since the program’s introduction, 
kindy enrolments around Queensland 
have risen by almost 10 per cent. 
All Free Kindy programs are 
Queensland Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority accredited 
and delivered by qualified early 
childhood teachers.

Free Kindy 
giving kids 
the chance to 
explore, play 
and learn

Free Kindy preparing children for a 
smooth transition to school.
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Download the FREE Port Douglas App

DOWNLOAD THE 
PORT DOUGLAS 
APP

In partnership

PORT
DOUGLAS

APP SOCIAL DANCING AT  
THE PULLMAN SEA TEMPLE 

PORT DOUGLAS
Date: Friday 13 March 2026

Time: 6:30pm - 9:30pm
Date: Friday 27 March 2026

Time: 6:30pm - 9:30pm

0423 453 329
Keep on Dancing

Australia’s Warning System

Know the signs in an
emergency

Food festival set to kick off high season
If you can feel your mouth water-
ing and your taste buds tingling, 
it likely means you can sense 
Tasting the Tropics is just around 
the corner.

A host of Douglas Shire venues 
are jumping on board as Tourism 
Tropical North Queensland brings 
the destination’s unique food sto-
ry to life in April with the launch 
of the food and drink festival, a 
celebration of TNQ culinary expe-
riences highlighting the incredible 
chefs, producers and agritourism 
stories behind the region’s dining 
and eating culture.

Among the events, Back Coun-
try Bliss will be dishing up a Se-
cret River Lunch of gourmet local-
ly sourced dishes in the Mossman 
River on Friday, April 17, and 
Pullman Port Douglas Sea Tem-
ple Resort and Spa will celebrate 
its 20th anniversary on Saturday, 
April 18, from 6pm, with an ex-
clusive ticketed dining evening for 
food and wine lovers.

Canapes, an oyster bar and a 
four-course degustation menu 
showcasing seasonal produce 
paired with premium wines will 

Bryan Littlely

Pullman restaurant bar attendant Aaron Stores is preparing for Tasting the Tropics. Picture: Shaun Hollis

be served on the Lagoon View 
Terrace at the Pullman restaurant.

But restaurant manager Danie-
la Gravante says she is not ready 

to reveal everything about the 
night just yet.

“Obviously we are looking for-
ward to being part of that and 
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LOREM 
IPSUM DOLOR 
SIT AMET, CON- SEC- TETUER 

ADIPISC- ING ELIT, SED DIAM 
NONUM- MY NIBH 

EUIS- MOD 
TINCI- D- UNT 

UT 
LAOREET DOLORE 

MAGNA ALI- QUAM ERAT 
VOLUTPAT. UT WISI ENIM 

AD MINIM 

VENIAM, QUIS NOS-
TRUD EXERCI TATION ULLAM- CORPER SUSCIPIT LOBOR-

TIS NISL UT ALIQUIP 
EX EA COMMODO CONSEQUAT. DUIS 

AUTEM VEL EUM IRIURE 
DOLOR 

IN HEN-
DRERIT IN VULPU-

TATE VELIT 
ESSE MO- LESTIE 

CONSE- QUAT, VEL 
ILLUM 

DOLORE EU FEU- GIAT 
NULLA FAC- ILI- SIS AT VERO EROS ET 

2026 OUTDOOR 
Broadcast

PRESENTS

2026 OUTDOOR 
Broadcast

www.clubmossman.com.auLive entertainment every Friday night, become a member todayand receive great benefits.

Special Event: Spider Barefoot Bowls 5 Rounds! -Gold Coin Donation for Each Round*
March 15 | Sunday 12 pm Onwards

Great Prizes - Nespresso Coffee Machine, Headphones, 
Earphones, Speaker, Playstation 5 and more. 
*Funds raised in aid of Mossman Support ServicesGreat Prizes

Food festival set to kick off high season

Back Country Bliss will be running a river drift event followed by an 
exclusive dinner in the rainforest near Mossman River. Picture: Supplied

to celebrate,” Ms Gravante says. 
“But that will be a surprise and 
will come later.

“You can’t say everything or it 
will not be a surprise anymore.”

Festival-goers can also learn to 
cook three Thai dishes using Aus-
tralian native and Asian produce 
grown in the Oaks Kitchen and 
Garden Farm with chef Ben Wal-
lace at Jungle Fowl restaurant on 
Saturday, April 18, from 12-3pm. 

Ben and his partner Rachael 
Boon grow tropical produce at 
their 1.6ha farm at Oak Beach.

There will also be 
Wine Flights and Lite 
Bites at Epicurean 
Port Douglas each 
Friday at 3-6pm, 
with a special focus 
on wines. 

O t h e r  ve n u e s 
across Douglas Shire, 
including Oaks Port 
Douglas Resort and 
the Sheraton Grand 
Mirage, are also plan-
ning events.

TTNQ chief executive Mark 
Olsen says Tasting the Tropics is 
a month-long celebration now in 
its 23rd year.

“Restaurants, cafes, farms, 
hotels and tour operators have 
joined the month-long celebration 
by dishing up their best tropical 
creations and throwing in some 
great entertainment to complete 
the experience,” he says.

“Try a river dining experience, 
a chef’s masterclass, barrel paint-
ing with live music, local spirits 
and cheese, and discover that 
smoked green papaya is the new 
smoked salmon.

“We are so excited about Tast-
ing the Tropics in April that we 

are kicking it off a few days early 
at Feast of the Senses in Innisfail, 
an annual festival now in its 23rd 
year that brings food lovers to the 
Cassowary Coast for a smorgas-
bord of exotic farm produce and 
tropical tastes.

“Tropical North Queensland’s 
unique food story has grown from 
a proud farming history steered 
by a multicultural population and 
finessed by creative chefs want-
ing a sea change.

Ochre Restaurant owner and 
chef Craig Squire is among the 

pioneers who 
incorporated 
native Austra-
lian ingredi-
ents into mod-
ern cuis ine 
and his team 
will be show-
c a s i n g  t h e 
Ooray plum in 
both food and 
drinks.”

Ochre sous 
chef Mikayla Senn says Ooray is 
a versatile ingredient suitable for 
savoury and sweet dishes as well 
as drinks and was traditionally 
used to boost the immune system 
as it is rich in Vitamins C and E, 
potassium, zinc and antioxidants.

“At Ochre we infuse its unique 
flavour and vibrant colour into 
sugar syrups, stocks for sauces, 
wine reductions and puree for 
cocktails to use throughout our 
lunch and dinner menus,” she 
says.

Discover many more Tasting 
the Tropics events at: tropical-
northqueensland.org.au/tast-
ing-the-tropics.

You can’t say 
everything 
or it will not 
be a surprise 
anymore
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A Serene and Sophisticated Beachside Village.
Hotels and Resorts, Sips and Bites, Boutique Shopping, Wellness
Palm Cove is a tranquil, upmarket beachside village nestled by the Coral Sea, with centuries old Melaleuca trees  
lining the esplanade, perfect for a relaxing holiday, recharging your life battery or unforgettable wedding.www.tourismpalmcove.com

Dining Weddings  
and Events

Spa and  
Wellness

Accommodation

Shopping Attractions Services

LOCALS OFFER
2 FOR 1 ON ALL TOURS

In appreciation for our local community, book any snorkelling 
tour to Low Isles, Outer Reef or Sunset Sail this February & 
March and bring a friend or family member along for free.*

BOOK NOW: 4099 4200

EXPLORE TOURS

T&Cs: Local I.D required. Offer valid until 31 March 2026. Offer subject to operational 
requirements. Offer only available by phone. Further Terms & Conditions apply.

Gorge sale will help balance books
The company owed $112.5m 

to the ANZ bank and $27.5m to 
Cairns-based Federal Government 
finance provider the Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Facility.

The Indigenous Land and Sea 
Corporation, which is also a Fed-
eral Government enterprise estab-
lished to help Aboriginal groups 
buy back land and ocean resourc-
es, was the guarantor for both the 
Gorge centre and the Uluru resort, 
prompting it to put both business-
es on the market last year to help 
clear debt.

“The Indigenous Land and Sea 
Corporation awaits the receipt 
of binding offers to determine 
whether sale proceeds will be suf-
ficient to repay debt facilities in 
full,” the 2024/5 Federal Budget 
papers state.

There is no word yet on how 
much Journey Beyond paid Voy-
ages for the tourism businesses, 
but those figures are likely to be 
revealed in the coming Federal 
Budget.

According to the Federal Gov-
ernment, the “total net resourcing” 
for the ILSC in last year’s budget 

Mossman Gorge is a popular tourist attraction. Picture: Shaun Hollis

was more than $144m, down from 
about $160m the previous budget, 
while the corporation employed 
167 people.

The sale of the Gorge centre 
and Ayres Rock Resort to Journey 
Beyond has paved the way for 
the new owner to stamp its own 
identity on the gateway to one of 
Australia’s most popular national 
parks. 

As a condition of the sale, JB 
will be required to remove the 
word “Indigenous” from the cor-
porate name, changing the name 
from Voyages Indigenous Tourism 

Australia to Voyages Tourism Aus-
tralia. But JB management issued 
a statement last week saying the 
name change “does not diminish 
in any way the continuing com-
mitment both Voyages and Jour-
ney Beyond have to building great 
partnerships and better outcomes 
for First Nations people across the 
group”.

“The transaction follows ex-
tensive consultation led by the 
Indigenous Land and Sea Corpo-
ration with the Traditional Owners 
- Anangu of Yulara and the Kuku 
Yalanji of Mossman Gorge - and 

represents a significant step to-
ward returning the lands at both 
sites to Community ownership,” 
the statement reads.

“Journey Beyond looks forward 
to welcoming these incredible new 
experiences and all of the Voyages 
team into its broader group.”

The group stated the acquisi-
tion of the Mossman Gorge centre 
and the Ayers Rock Resort “truly 
complements its existing portfo-
lio of incredible rail expeditions, 
unique camps and lodges, cruises 
and touring experiences”.

“This is an incredibly important 
and exciting moment for Journey 
Beyond,” chief executive Chris 
Tallent said. “Voyages aligns per-
fectly with our purpose - to create 
amazing, connected and authentic 
experiences.”

With a head office in Adelaide, 
Journey Beyond also runs Saila-
way Port Douglas, tourism trains 
The Ghan, Indian Pacific, Great 
Southern and The Overland, and 
a host of other tourism ventures in 
Australia and New Zealand.

The group is owned by US pri-
vate equity firm Crestview Part-
ners.

From Page One
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We’ve Moved
Same great team, new location.
Find us now at 9 Grant Street, Port Douglas.
Enjoy easy ground‑floor access, full  
wheelchair accessibility, and plenty of  
parking right out the back.

Port Douglas Dental Studio

Rego for e-bikes 
recommended

E-bikes and other e-mobility devices are becoming more popular on the 
streets of Douglas Shire. Picture: Shaun Hollis

Shaun Hollis

E-bikes and scooters travelling 
faster than 25km/h in Douglas 
Shire may soon have to be rid-
den by a licensed rider and be 
registered under a raft of major 
changes recommended by a State 
Government parliamentary com-
mittee.

The committee’s report, hand-
ed down last week, also recom-
mends banning under-16s from 
riding any recreational e-device 
and requiring a minimum of a 
learner’s licence to ride one.

Reducing the footpath speed 
limit to 10km/h, banning the sale 
of e-device modification kits, giv-
ing police the power to impound 
and destroy e-devices for a first 
offence, toughening penalties for 
not wearing helmets, and random 
breath testing of e-bike riders 
were also recommended.

Committee chair and MP Jim 
McDonald said 12 people had died 
in e-mobility-related incidents in 
Queensland in the past year and 
more than 6300 had ended up in 
hospital emergency departments.

“Preventing further tragedies 
must remain our priority,” he said.

“These devices offer clear ad-
vantages, including ease of access 
and convenience, but the negative 
impacts have become increasingly 
significant.”

The report stated the rising in-
jury rates, illegal and unsafe devic-
es on the roads, and challenges in 
enforcing laws were all taken into 

account when making the recom-
mendations.

“There was strong community 
sentiment that the current situ-
ation is unsustainable and that 
measured and practical reform is 
required,” the report stated. “Ex-
perts advised the committee that 
children under 16 often lack the 
cognitive and motor skills required 
to safely operate powered devices 
in dynamic environments.”

Other points addressed in the 

report included: Hundreds of sub-
mitters raised concerns about the 
safety of pedestrians; A real need 
to change the culture of riders was 
identified, and; A statewide police 
campaign from November to Jan-
uary handed out more than 2000 
infringement notices and seized 
120 illegal e-devices. 

The State Government will now 
consider the recommendations 
and decide what law changes will 
be introduced to parliament.

News in Brief
DAINTREE FERRY SHUTTLE
Residents and visitors north of 
the Daintree River cut off after 
the Daintree River Ferry broke 
free from its moorings during 
flooding have been assisted by 
Cape Tribulation operator Ocean 
Safari.

Heavy rainfall last week caused 
the river to surge, leaving the fer-
ry suspended by a single cable and 
forcing authorities to halt opera-
tions. 

The northern landing area must 
be stabilised before any tempo-
rary passenger ferry can operate, 
and the ferry may not be fixed for 
at least two weeks.

CIGGY SNATCH ARREST
A 22-year-old Port Douglas man 
has been arrested in Cairns after 
a 54-year-old woman was injured 
during a bag-snatching incident 
on Saturday.

At about 10.30am, the woman 
visited a shop on Mulgrave Road 
and left with a plastic shopping 
bag containing cigarettes.

The man allegedly approached 
the woman from behind as she 
returned to her parked car and 
grabbed her bag and ran, injuring 
her in the process.

ROAD OPEN 24/7
The night closures of Kuranda 
Range Road have finished up for 
the rest of March.

The State Government Trans-
port and Main Roads Department 
announced last Friday’s closure, 
which finished at 4am, would be 
the last one for the month, pend-
ing favourable weather and site 
conditions.

Day and night works will con-
tinue under single-lane traffic con-
trol without the need to close the 
entire road.
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0437 732 286 | INFO@BOWERBUILDING.NET

FIND OUT MORE

Build Your Perfect Kitchen  
with Bower Cabinets

You design, we create

Rental Properties Wanted
Mareeba Community Housing Company is seeking 

2-and 3-bedroom rental properties in Mossman for the 
Community Rent Scheme Program.

Properties must be in good condition and meet the 
Community Housing minimum housing standards.

The bene�ts include guaranteed rents, nil management fees, quali�ed 
tradespersons, and professional property management team. 

Phone 07 4092 6899 or email reception@mchc.org.au 
for further details and lessors’ packages.

www.mchc.org.au

Backing yourself in business
With International Women’s 
Day last Sunday, we’re spotlight-
ing women shaping the Douglas 
Shire, including Jessie Goetze of 
Queensland Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty, who shares insights 
on leadership, resilience and the 
power of women supporting 
women.

Looking back, Jessie says her 
younger self would be proud of 
the way she stepped into real 
estate in 2006 while still running 
the photography business she 
launched at just 21. Entering what 
was, and often still is, a male-dom-
inated industry, Jessie admits it 
would have been easy to shrink or 
second-guess herself.

“There were times I was under-
estimated and had to prove my-
self, but I backed myself, stayed 
heart-led, chose integrity over ego 
and built resilience without losing 
my warmth,” she said.

That warmth shapes the pur-
pose she finds in her work.

“Selling homes is rarely just 
about bricks and mortar, it’s of-
ten wrapped in grief, growth or 

Sotheby’s agent Jessie Goetze with her children. Picture: supplied

new beginnings, and for many, it 
means courageously pursuing or 
letting go of the dream of calling 
Port Douglas home.

“My role is to guide people 
through that transition, balancing 
the emotional journey with the 
strongest possible financial out-

To read the full 
story scan this QR 
code

Want to showcase your business 
with a business feature? Please 
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

Jamie Jansen
BUSINESS FEATURE

come.” For Jessie, International 
Women’s Day is both celebration 
and recognition, especially of the 
invisible load many women carry.

“The mental juggling. The emo-
tional labour. The resilience re-
quired to build businesses while 
raising children.
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Bond of ocean

Port Douglas Surf Life Saving Club’s Carie on patrol with daughter Lani.

With International Women’s Day 
last Sunday, we’re shining a light 
on the women who help shape 
the Douglas Shire through their 
everyday contributions, includ-
ing Port Douglas Surf Life Saving 
Club’s Carie.

When Carie joined Port Doug-
las Surf Life Saving Club, she came 
home to something she loved as a 
teenager, and now shares with her 
children.

As a teenager, Carrie competed 
and patrolled, and after having ba-
bies she was itching to participate 
in a sport with her kids. 

“As soon as my daughter was 
old enough for green caps, we 
joined,” Carie said. 

“I signed up to do my bronze 
and was so excited to meet and 
train with likeminded adventurous 
people.”

What she found was more than 
a sport. It was a connection, chal-
lenge and growth for herself and 
her family: ”When many parents 
and teens grow apart, I feel we are 
growing together.

“Getting my son Koby off Mi-
necraft is a mission, but he always 
thanks me for the ‘forced’ beach 
trip once we’re in the water. Proof 
that fresh air and saltwater beat a 
screen every time.

“There is no better feeling in life 
than being on a party wave with 
my favourite people.”

One of Carie’s proudest mo-
ments came when her daughter 
Lani joined her on patrol.

“Seeing my 13-year-old daugh-
ter operationally ready, trained 
and competent was so cool. 

“She is incredibly physically fit 
and ready to perform a rescue, 
and I couldn’t be prouder. Surf life 

saving is more than just service, 
it’s watching your kids grow into 
capable leaders.” Carie admitted 
there were moments of doubt 
when stepping back into training.

“Realising I was twice the age of 
some of my cohort was a little in-
timidating, but it also meant I had 
twice the resilience. 

“Taking on an IRB drivers’ 
course in heavy seas as one of only 
two women was a mental hurdle. 
It turns out age is no barrier, just 

a different kind of strength. “You 
don’t learn how to handle a rescue 
by being perfect: you learn it by 
getting it wrong in practice until it 
becomes second nature.”

10 YEARS AGO

Access thousands 
of archived stories 
since 2009 here

To read the full 
story scan this QR 
code

Want to showcase your business 
with a business feature? Please 
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

March 11 to 13 saw the 2016 
Youth State Surf Lifesaving 
Championships held down at 
North Burleigh, in very challeng-
ing conditions to say the least.

For the whole week there 
had been large surf breaking 
well over 100m offshore. North 
Queensland, which comprises 
five clubs from Mission Beach to 
Port Douglas, sent down a team 
of just over 60 competitors. Port 
Douglas had its best represen-
tation yet with nine competitors 
heading down and unfortunately 
our tenth competitor, Jacob Booij 
not making the trip as he had an 
injured knee.

Not only were the waves large 
and breaking a long way out, but 
they were constant. Fortunately, 
thanks to months of training, our 
kids were very fit. They needed 
to be as it took a huge effort just 
to get out to the marker cans. 
They then had to contend with 
the large surf coming in and try 
not to come crashing down the 
front of those waves! Hats off to 
these fine young athletes. They 
never gave up and performed 
admirably in conditions that they 
have never experienced before.

It was awesome to see and it 
didn’t matter if you were from 
Port Douglas or Currumbin, Ellis 
Beach or Northcliff, each and ev-
ery nipper had to put in all they 
had to combat those conditions. 
So well done to our guys, they 
have done this region proud.

Nippers do our 
region proud

Contributor article
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Community care at the heart
With International Women’s Day 
on Sunday, we’re shining a light 
on the women who help shape 
the Douglas Shire through their 
everyday contributions, including 
NicNak Shed volunteer Kim Cole-
man.

For Kim, helping people has 
always come naturally. She spent 
many years working in retail 
across the region, where she loved 
helping customers find outfits that 
made them feel confident and 
good about themselves.

Giving back has long been part 
of her life. Kim has been volun-
teering since 2008, even while she 
was still working.

“Seeing someone find some-
thing they’ve been looking for and 
being so happy, that’s really spe-
cial,” she said. 

“We also get people who are 
doing it tough, and being able to 
help them find what they need is 
wonderful.”

Now fully retired, volunteering 
remains an important part of her 
routine.

“It fills my day with purpose. It 
gets me out of the house, keeps 

NicNak Shed volunteer Kim Coleman has always had a natural gift for helping people, spending years in retail 
helping customers find outfits that made them feel confident and good about themselves. Picture: Jamie Jansen

me active and I get to meet so 
many different people. 

“It’s also just a very happy 
place to be, a wonderful social 
environment and a perfect way to 
connect with other women in the 
community.”

Overall, Kim believes women 

To read the full 
story scan this QR 
code

Want to showcase your business 
with a business feature? Please 
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

Jamie Jansen

play a vital role in the communi-
ty’s strength.

Having called the region home 
since 1999, she has watched the 
Douglas Shire grow and evolve, 
and seen firsthand the impact 
women have across business, 
leadership and community life.

POSITIONS VACANT & COMMUNITY NOTICES
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REAL ESTATE

YOU SAID IT! Opinion Page
NEW TRAIL CALL
Russell Cook
Yassss won’t have to run on the 
highway.

Celia Fuller
That’s brilliant!!! Yet maybe keep 
the carriages around as they are 
part of the amazing history. Let 
someone set up a drink stop by 
converting a carriage. Let a histo-
ry group create some information 
about the amazing past of the 
cane fields, grower and cutters. 
How families lived and were 
affected. The cycles of cane… 
much of what the Mossman town 
was built on. Especially now the 
factory has closed. Anyway they 
are my thoughts having lived in 
the region and never stopped 
loving it.

Dianne Knight
I really, really, really hope so! 
Please make this happen!

Julie O’Gorman
Just hurry up and make this bike 
trail/footpath happen! I’ve been 
asking for a bike path, Mossman 
to Port Douglas, for 25 years!!!!

John Sexton
A path 21km long for a tourist 
town that won’t be used by tour-
ists and a combined population 
of 7000 max is so ridiculous it’s 
actually laughable. In what realm 
do this ideas come from? It’s a 
42km return trip, the usage ratio 
compared to the actual blow-out 
cost is absurd. How high do you 
want the rates to go?

Allen Lavender
The carriages should remain. 
They are attractive and great 
to look at. They are a part of 
the Shire history. Plus, the rust 
and overgrowth is something all 
tourists enjoy looking at. A photo 
opportunity. Just kidding.

Phil Carlon
If they go ahead with a bio-di-
gester for SAF then they will still 
need the rail network.

James Rich
Can’t even maintain the walk-
ing track around Flagstaff Hill, 
imagine the manpower needed 
for this?

DRIVER ON CAMERA
Phil West
Modern technology brought the 
driver undone, also even more 
risky trying to cross along the 
downstream side of the crossing 
because if the car gets pushed a 
bit more to the left, the driver has 
nowhere to go but over the side.

Don Wright
For decades people have driven 
through there, without incident. 
Complacency and lack of knowl-
edge or experience is the biggest 
risk when negotiating water 
crossings.

Cherylene Turner
People who are careless and 
cross flooded waters knowing 
the risk and placing emergency 
services personnel at risk to save 
their lives, should cop hefty fine.

Lawrence Mason
Nobody would have need to “risk 
their lives” to rescue it, the water 
is knee deep. The driver could 
have walked out. And if anyone 
bothered to carry a tow rope it 
was an easy retrieve. Whether 
it is a stop sign, or zip merge, 
drivers do the wrong thing daily. 
I don’t get people calling for the 
driver’s blood. Are we all com-
pletely indoctrinated by media? 
People north of here drive trough 
floodwater regularly or we would 
never get home. If you are calling 
for blood, why not ask why the 
government has not raised this 

road despite the new bridge 
being there for 20 years.

Jo Black
I’m not defending him - and 
please don’t hate - driving 
through floodwaters, etc, etc. I’m 
just wondering where the traffic 
control was that is everywhere 
up here? Surely the people in 
charge of these things should 
have been there? Just saying It 
was 6.15am according to the 
camera - day’s half over, lol.

GORGE SALE SEALED
Bob Holland
Since the taxpayer paid for the 
establishment of this place, will 
the proceeds of the sale go to the 
ATO?

Amy Opio
The owner “Indigenous Land and 
Sea Corporation” is the Com-
monwealth Government, please 
do your research before making 
throwaway comments - I under-

stand this choice to be incredibly 
hurtful and heartbreaking to so 
many people. The centre was 
always meant to be divested back 
to Bama… what happened?!? 
How disappointing to see it’s 
gone offshore… after decades 
of hard work by so many local 
people.

Leith Keegan
Hmmmm... I thought that was all 
supposed to be exclusively for 
the benefit of the Bama... What 
happened to that idea?

Sime Coomb
Just a case of our government 
selling out another piece of our 
country to foreign interests and 
will be filtered back into the com-
munity through taxpayers’ funds. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Send your let-
ters and comments to editor@
newsport.com.au or post com-
ments on our Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages. 

From the 
Holster

Shaun Hollis brings you a lighter 
look at local news.
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SOCIALS
An International Women’s Day lunch at Salsa restaurant in Port 

Douglas on Friday, March 6, and a milestone birthday party at the 
Central Hotel in Port Douglas on Saturday, February 28, were two of 
the recent events in the region. Pictures: Jamie Jansen, Shaun Hollis

Karlie Kenny, Nikia Hoffman, Shae Farmer and Chloe 
Fischer at the International Women’s Day lunch.

Sara Harris, Belinda Fischer, Robyn 
Perry, Sharon Doble and Lisa Smith at the 
International Women’s Day lunch.

Honi Dolling, John Street, John Ross and birthday boy Ken Rob 
at the party.

Heather Taylor and Andrea Brinklow at 
the International Women’s Day lunch.

Nigel Beaumont, Daniel Houghton and 
Ruth Beaumont at the birthday party.

Nick Whalen, Sue Whalen and Tia Bott at the 
birthday party.

Scan the QR code to list 
your property, and it will 
be added to our print 
edition for free.

REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOME  

1 & 3/2 St Crispins Avenue 

Saturday, March 14 

9.30am-10.30am 

Ray White

OPEN HOME 

1 Podargus Crescent, Craiglie 
Saturday, March 14  
10am-10.30am 
Ray White

Bingo Night With Kstar 
Time: 6.30pm-8pm 
Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro 
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

Monthly Social Dancing 
at the Pullman Sea 
Temple 
Time: 6.30pm-9.30pm 
Location: Pullman Sea Temple

Jamie Mac Solo 
performer 
Time: 7.30pm-10.30pm 
Location: Club Mossman

Groove Therapy  
Time: 1pm-4pm 
Location: Ellis Beach Bar & Grill

Double Header - Nicole 
Nighthawk & Sneaky 
Horse! 
Time: 10pm-8.30pm 
Location: Ellis Beach Bar & Grill

Mossman RSL Cent Sale 
Time: 12.30pm-4pm 
Location: Mossman RSL Club

Trivia Night 
Time: 6.30pm-8pm 
Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro 
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

Bingo with K-Star 
Time: 7pm-8.30pm 
Location: Club Mossman
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Visit www.newsport.com.au to list your event for free

WHAT'S ON
Bingo Night With Kstar 
Time: 6.30pm-8pm 
Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro 
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

Yahdoh 
Time: 7.30pm-10.30pm 
Location: Club Mossman

Back To The 70’s 80’s & 
90s Retro Party!! 
Time: 6pm-10pm 
Location: Ellis Beach Bar and 
Grill

Trivia Night  
Time: 6.30pm-8pm 
Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro 
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

Trivia with Supa Sal and 
Wevs 
Time: 7pm-8.30pm 
Location: Club Mossman

Family Movie Night 
Time: 5:00 - 7:00 
Location: Pinjarra Place 3-7 Mill 
Street, Mossman QLD 4873

Social Dancing 
Time: 6.30pm-9.30pm 
Location: Pullman Sea Temple 
Port Douglas

Bingo Night With Kstar 
Time: 6.30pm-8pm 
Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro 
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

Rockin’ Rick Karaoke 
Time: 7.30pm-10.30pm 
Location: Club Mossman

Waves - Skate Art & DJ 
Sets 
Time: 4pm-10pm 
Location: Ellis Beach Bar & Grill

Rowly Duo 
Time: 1pm-4pm 
Location: Ellis Beach Bar & Grill

Bingo with K-Star 
Time: 7pm-8.30pm 
Location: Club Mossman

Trivia with Supa Sal and 
Wevs 
Time: 7pm-8.30pm 
Location: Club Mossman

Monthly Social Dancing  
Time: 6.30pm-9.30pm 
Location: Pullman Sea Temple
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SPORTS DIGEST
Wini
wins
fans

Julatten’s Wini Heatley in action for Australia. Picture: Supplied

CRICKET
The season finished with a whim-
per for the Muddies this year, 
with both games again abandoned 
on the weekend without a ball 
bowled.

The Thirds team ended up one 
place out of the top four in fifth, 
while the Fourths finished bottom 
of the table.
AFL CAIRNS
The Port Douglas Crocs are hold-
ing a season launch and jumper 
presentation on Saturday, March 
28, from 5.30pm at Cosmos cock-
tail lounge.

And, this Saturday, there is a tri-
al match against Cairns Lions at the 
Croc Pit from 2pm.
INDOOR GOLF
A final ninth round was played to 
separate the four teams to go into 
the semi-finals in the Caddyshack 
Wet Season Indoor League after 
the fourth and fifth teams tied. 

They still tied after the extra 
round, but, in a strange twist of 
fate, one team is going away on a 
golf trip so cannot compete going 
forward. 

Special thanks to John and Peter 
for their gesture of letting the oth-
er team through. 
The semi-finals are:
1. Joe/Matt (237pts) v Doug/Jamie 

(223pts)
2. Dave/Rhys (227pts) v Tim/Peter 

(225pts)
The semi-finals will be around 

the back nine holes at Augusta so 
all teams will have to be at their 
most accurate to advance. 

Teams will play against each 
other in an Ambrose Matchplay 
Stableford format.

Football writer Isabelle Camp-
bell said what’s most impressive is 
how Heatley makes the game look 
effortless.

“Her ability to read situations 
and make smart, composed deci-
sions helped the Matildas maintain 
control throughout the match. 

“Whether it was distributing 
passes, shutting down attack or 
calmly building play from the back, 
Heatley’s touch and decision-mak-
ing were integral to Australia’s flu-
id style of play.

“Her maturity on the pitch sug-
gests she’s not just a player for to-
day, but for the long-term future 
of the Matildas.

“Heatley is a player who looks 
set to be a mainstay in the squad 
for years to come; indeed, she 
could very well become one of the 
defining players – and leaders – of 
the Matildas’ next era.”

Heatley played the full match 
against Philippines but was a sub-
stitute with no game time for the 
second game, a 4-0 win over Iran 
on the Gold Coast, in a tourna-
ment which also serves as Austra-
lia’s qualification pathway to the 
FIFA World Cup. She started on in 
the Matildas’ frustrating 3-3 draw 
with Korea Republic on Sunday 

night in Sydney, substituted out in 
the dying minutes of the game just 
before Australia scored through 
Alanna Kennedy to equalise.

Heatley says to play at the in-
ternational level on home soil is 
“super special’’. She has had to call 
on her resilience multiple times in 
recent years, having experienced 
her first national team camp in late 
2021 before missing out on the 
2022 Asian Cup, 2023 World Cup 
and 2024 Olympics squads.

But little could equip her for the 
passing of her step-brother, Josh, 
at the end of last year after a long 

battle with cancer. “It’s something 
that I want to talk about, and it’s 
not a secret that my step-broth-
er passed away at the end of last 
year and even more so special 
when I play in front of my family 
at home,’’ she told reporters on 
the eve of the Asian Cup. “I think 
it’s something that I really want to 
talk about, and I’m really passion-
ate about that sphere, but maybe 
something that I try and keep sep-
arate from the tournament.”

The Matildas now travel to 
Perth for a Friday quarter-final 
clash with North Korea.

BRIEFS

From Page 12
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FULL SERVICE  
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

PEST CONTROL
Based in Port Douglas 

Serving Cairns to the Cape

CALL FOR FREE QUOTE
0423 249 913

BOOKINGS KELLIE EVANS - 0438 787 851

Discover the  
Craic at Paddy’s
Open every day offering  

lunch, dinner,  
Guinness and Whiskeys. 

Macrossan Street, Port Douglas 
11.30am til late

SPORT

More home games and a later 
start to the season are helping 
inspire the Port Douglas Reef 
Raiders rugby union club to strive 
for bigger and better things this 
season.

Coach Richard Johnston says 
the later start will help to settle 
the team as international players 
arrive for the high season, while 

Reef raiders players and officials Angus Welsh, Luke Edwards, Richard Johnston, Santiago Carrizo Vega and Thibault Romieu. Picture: Shaun Hollis

star A-grader Luke Edwards has 
put the call out for supporters to 
get down to the home games at 
Port Douglas oval and back the 
team.

“Last year they had (the first 
game) at the start of March and 
we got rained on the first couple 
of games,” Johnston says.

“It’s a little bit later and it works 
well for us.”

The season kicks off on Satur-

Hometown Matilda’s soccer team 
hero Winonah Heatley has im-
pressed as part of the “evolution” 
of the side, one of eight players in 

Wini the pride of Julatten as Matildas gun for glory

day, April 18, while the first home 
game is on Saturday, April 25.

Edwards says he wants to see 
some big crowds this year.

“We always love putting on a 
show for the home crowd, so it’s 
nice when we’ve got a few local 
supporters here sitting on the hill 
supporting the Raiders,” he says.

“Bringing a bit more exposure 
to rugby in Far North Queensland 
and to Port Douglas itself.”

READY FOR RAID ON FLAGREADY FOR RAID ON FLAG

New French recruit Thibault 
Romieu is excited to pull on the 
green and blue jersey after arriv-
ing in town two weeks ago.

“I’ve decided to play for the 
Reef Raiders,” Romieu says.

“I played in Singapore before I 
came here.”

The Raiders have eight home 
games this year, including several 
themed events such as the Pink 
Round.

Shaun Hollis

the AFC Asian Cup squad for the 
first time.

Heatley’s performance against 
the Philippines in the opening 
game showcased her remarkable 

composure. At 24, the Julatten girl 
and former Douglas United player 
has been praised for playing with 
the calmness and confidence of 
a seasoned international. In the Continued Page 11

SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORT CLUBS

Bryan Littlely 1-0 win against the Philippines 
in Perth, her presence on the ball 
was smooth and assured, and she 
never seemed rushed.


