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CANE 
DEAL
DEAD

Mossman 
Canegrowers 

chair Matt 
Watson 

says he is 
disappointed 
cane will no 

longer be 
trucked to 

Mulgrave Mill. 
Picture: Shaun 

Hollis

With Mulgave Mill not 
taking Mossman sugar 
cane after season’s 
end, growers and the 
State Government are 
scrambling to secure 
the future of agriculture 
in the region.
Special report, Page 5

Reef Tav renovations so close to done - Page 3
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SILKYOAKSLODGE.COM.AU

Rainforest
Splendour

Set above the gently 
flowing Mossman River, 
Silky Oaks Lodge offers 
a luxurious base from 
which guests can relax 
and plan their tropical 
adventures.

Stay
Treehouse-style suites envelope 
guests in the sights and sounds of 
an extraordinary natural theatre, 
complete with hammock ready  
to sway in the afternoon breeze.

Dining 
Dining celebrates the abundance 
of fresh ingredients harvested 
in the region’s rich food bowl, 
where The Treehouse Restaurant 
welcomes locals and visitors to  
a tropical-inspired lunch menu.
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Newsport Print welcomes your 
community story submissions. Sub-
missions can be emailed to editor@
newsport.com.au. Please include 
the what, when, why and how and, 
preferably, with a picture.
Please also include a direct phone 
number and a full name so we can 
verify and confirm any further details 
when required to do so.
Please keep your submission or story 
to no more than 200 words and 
as succinct as possible. Newsport 
reserves the right to edit, modify, 
change and re-write your submission 
for clarity, brevity or legal reasons. 
The publishing of all contributed 
submissions is at the sole discretion 
of the editor.
Newsport Print also welcomes your 
story ideas, tips and leads.

About Newsport Pool shut down by croc

One of the Sheraton Mirage pools 
was shut down on Saturday morn-
ing as an about 1m croc paddled 
around nonchalantly in the wa-
ters.

Warning tape reading “dan-
ger” in block letters was extended 
around the pool as curious tour-

A juvenile croc was paddling around in a Sheraton pool for several hours on Saturday. Picture: Shaun Hollis

ists stood around pointing and 
taking videos and photos on their 
phones. The rest of the pools re-
mained popular, with guests swim-
ming, relaxing and frequenting the 
local bars and restaurants.

State Government crocodile 
handlers captured the juvenile 
croc and it has been taken to Hart-
ley’s crocodile park. The incident 

Shaun Hollis follows a sighting of another small 
crocodile at Four Mile Beach on 
Friday, October 17.

The State Government Croc-
odile Sightings Dashboard con-
firmed there had been a report 
of a croc near Solander Boulevard 
at Four Mile Beach last Friday at 
9.45am.
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Unwind in the 
rainforest

3-COURSE LUNCH $79pp  
LUNCH & SPA PACKAGE $279pp
Scan to book or call (07) 4098 1666

Set above the Mossman River with a cool 
rainforest backdrop, the openair Treehouse 
Restaurant and Healing Waters Spa welcomes 
locals and visitors to indulge in a tropical-
inspired menu or spa treatment. 
Advance bookings are essential. 

Dredging up muck
The dredging of the Daintree Riv-
er is set to increase substantially 
when the new ferry starts oper-
ating, with the “spoil” expected 
to be stored near the southern 
landing, then trucked to nearby 
beaches as part of a “sand replen-
ishment” program.

The dredging will take place 
regularly from the deck of the new 
ferry - which will be close to 50m 
long and more than 15m wide - by 
a specialty excavator, according to 
a planning report submitted this 
month to Douglas Shire Council’s 
assessment committee. 

News in Brief
FAST ROAD TO DANGER
A motorbike rider who was 
clocked doing 145km/h in an 80 
zone near Palm Cove has had his 
licence immediately taken away 
from him and has copped a huge 
fine.

The 33-year-old Trinity Park 
man was riding his Kawasaki just 
after 9am on the Captain Cook 
Highway on Friday (October 17).

After being caught, the man 
was given an infringement notice, 
fined about $1900 and had his li-
cence immediately suspended for 
six months.

SHORT PATH TO SUCCESS
Close to 1000 people laid back on 
rugs and relaxed in chairs for the 
Port Shorts Film Festival at Rex 
Smeal Park on Saturday.

The major prize winner (Open 
Film Award) on the night was The 
Mediator, about Melbourne gang-
land figure Mick Gatto.

Crowd favourites Stranded won 
Best Queensland Film and the Au-
dience Choice Award, and Super 
won the Jury Award.

SILKY OAKS BEST HOTEL
Daintree Rainforest retreat Silky 
Oaks Lodge has blown away the 
competition in the prestigious 
Conde Nast Traveller UK Readers 
Choice Awards to win the Best 
Hotels in Australasia category.

The guest-voted competition 
landed Silky Oaks with the incredi-
ble score of 99.67 out of 100.

The good news for Silky Oaks 
Lodge continued with news out 
of Paris last week that the 2025 
Michelin Guide awarded it two 
Michelin Keys.

The dredging of the river to 
maintain the ferry crossing re-
quires State Government envi-
ronmental approval because thou-
sands of cubic metres of spoils will 
be extracted each year - if more 
than 1000 tonnes is removed per 
annum the activity is required by 
law to be ticked off by environ-
mental authorities.

“It is assumed that the addi-
tional volume dredged per annum 
would be up to 10,000 cubic me-
tres,” the report states. 

The area being dredged is like-
ly to be about 25m wide and will 
span the full width of the river.

“The spoil would be stored in 
a bunded area and tested prior 
to reuse for the purpose of beach 
replenishment,” the report reads.

This “bunded area” - a closed-
off site designed to contain leaks 
to avoid any contamination - is set 
to be built where mangroves and 
other vegetation currently sit. 

An environmental clearance for 
the new spoils-storage area is not 
required as the size of the site is 
less than 5ha.

The dredging will not affect wa-
ter quality or otherwise contam-
inate the river, the report states.

Shaun Hollis

Tav set to lift the lid on full renovation

Scan for 
the full 
story

Owner Paul McMahon, chef Damien Burke, manager Elke Dekkers and hotel manager Stewart Booth at the new 
Barrier Reef Tavern bistro, which opened this month. The new pokies section is already open and the fresh deck 
area is set to be unveiled in the next fortnight. Picture: Shaun Hollis
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Play is Powerful. Let’s Nurture it Together.
Nurturing Life Connections offers play-based therapy as a mobile 

service for children aged 0–12 in Douglas Shire and FNQ. As a 
preferred NDIS provider, we help families build confidence, develop 

life skills, and support developmental milestones. Contact us to 
help your child thrive at home, school, and in the community. 

0474 278 064 | www.nurturinglifeconnections.com.au

Book Your Free Yard Check – Stop Electric Ants

Stop the spread of electric ants

13 25 23Electric ants are tiny, just 1-1.5mm, 
and hard to detect

Electric ants attacking a native green ant Electric ants pose a threat to human  
health, our pets, wildlife and environment
More than 40% of electric ant detections are found during free property checks,  
please book yours today! Scan the QR code or visit dpi.qld.gov.au/anthunt      
Please nominate Newsport Daily as how you heard of us!

                               

When in FNQ, do not ever do this

This pair of boaties were photographed swimming in the Daintree River in an area known to be home to several 
dangerous crocodiles. Picture: Supplied

Byron Filmer
A pair of boaties have been pho-
tographed swimming in the Dain-
tree River in an area known to be 
inhabited by huge crocodiles.

On Saturday at about 1pm a lo-
cal took the photo from Stewart 
Creek Bridge, a couple of minutes 
drive out of Daintree Village.

It is a stretch of river that is 
home to large crocs that have lived 
there for many years.

Local resident Bruce Morwood 
said one was a “very large apex 
predator” that was known to hunt 
cattle.

“I have been lucky enough to 
witness (him) launching out of the 
water attempting to catch a large 
beast,” Mr Morwood said. “He ac-
tually stashed a cow he caught last 
year only 50m from where these 
drongos are swimming.

“(And) one of his females would 
be the largest female I’ve seen.”

The state Environment De-
partment reminds people to stay 
Crocwise at all times in northern 
Queensland, which is home to up 
to 30,000 crocodiles.

“Crocodiles can stay out of 
sight, underwater for hours at a 
time,” the warning states.
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Giant Community
Garage Sale

Food

Gam
es

Face
Pain

t

Sta
lls

Zoo

Mossman High School
Sports Complex

From 8am-12pm

8TH NOV

Turn Clutter into Cash at the 

Secure Your
Stall Here

Crushing blow for cane
The 130-year-old Mossman sug-
ar-cane industry is not viable be-
yond this season and the State 
Government is now fully focused 
on transitioning farmers to new 
crops, Cook MP David Kempton 
says.

Mr Kempton’s statement to 
Newsport on Monday came af-
ter Mulgrave Mill owner MSF 
Sugar last week announced a 
plan to haul cane from Mossman 
on trucks would not proceed be-
yond this season.

“Regarding future options for 
Mossman cane growers, MSF 
Sugar, along with the State Gov-
ernment, has worked hard to de-
velop a project that would have 
enabled those growers to con-
tinue in cane, including construc-
tion of specialised cane transport 
and receival equipment,” the 
statement reads.

“However it is now clear that 
the majority of Mossman grow-
ers are reluctant to commit to 
produce sufficient cane volume 
for a sustainable long-distance 
cane-haulage project”.

Mr Kempton said this week 

Shire farmers were still hopeful 
of harvesting close to 200 tonnes 
of cane this year, but that would 
have dropped to about 150 
tonnes next year, which is not 
enough to make trucking cane to 
Gordonvale viable.

“ U n f o r t u -
nately the vol-
ume of the crop 
has come down 
to such a level 
that it will take a 
long time to get 
it back up to vi-
ability again,” Mr 
Kempton said.

“This is going 
to be a blow to 
the community 
after 130 years of continuous 
cane growing,” he said. “But I 
think, in reality, and the growers 
and the council and all the play-
ers understand, that we’re better 
off to address that issue now, and 
look forward to the future, rather 
than prolonging a dying industry 
through what was essentially a 
subsidy or welfare process.

“Unfortunately there’s no mir-
acle crop that we can just plant 
that’s ready for harvest next 

year, so we really are looking at 
a transition into diversification 
across a whole range of agricul-
ture and horticulture opportuni-
ties,” he said.

The Government recently 
pledged about $6m to invest in 

trucks and trail-
ers to help haul 
Mossman-region 
cane to Mul-
grave Mill for 
the next about 
five years.

But Mossman 
C a n e g r o w e r s 
association chair 
Matt Watson 
said at the time 
farmers were 

awaiting the results of a Trans-
port and Main Roads Depart-
ment (TMR) trial in July to test 
how bigger B-double trucks can 
handle the Captain Cook High-
way.

The trials were crucial in de-
ciding whether it would be eco-
nomically viable for cane to be 
trucked to Gordonvale across the 
next five years, he said.

Mr Watson said last week 
local cane growers were disap-

pointed they could not reach a 
commercial solution that was 
of benefit to all parties, but re-
mained determined to work with 
the Government, the Council, 
and others, to find a way forward 
for growers and the agricultural 
industry.   

“We managed to get a couple 
of years’ grace, but there is still a 
lot of work ahead of us,” Mr Wat-
son said.

Following the closure of 
Mossman Sugar Mill in 2023, 
about $34m worth of cane has 
been processed at Mulgrave Mill.

State Primary Industries Min-
ister Tony Perrett said a further 
$6m remaining on the table for 
a longer-term solution, to be 
worked out with the growers, 
local government and the Moss-
man community.

“The Government has been 
working on alternative crop tri-
als,” he said.

Douglas Shire Mayor Lisa 
Scomazzon said many farmers 
had already begun considering a 
shift away from cane.

“This latest decision marks a 
significant turning point for our 
agricultural community,” she said.  

Shaun Hollis

... This is 
going to be a 
blow for the 
community...
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New exclusive

arrivals, 

come in and take a look

BEAU GENTRY
MENSWEAR 

Behind the iconic Courthouse Hotel
Shop 3 Mantra on the Inlet,  

Cr Wharf & Macrossan Streets
P: 07 4099 6881

Discover the f lavours at 

San-ti Restaurant & Bar!

 

 

 

$20 BREAKFAST 

AND LUNCH SPECIALS 

 

 

 

Book today

Trick or Treat!  
Halloween Party at Steep

Sunday 26 October 1-3pm
Make a spooky drink,  
play mini games and  

win a prize for best-dressed! 
Steep Port Douglas - 1/46 Macrossan St - 0449 680 508

Waiting for warning may be too late

Natascha Schwarzer, Paula Clancy and Clare Connor from the DMU team.

Living in paradise has its perks, 
but also the risk of cyclones. 

They can hit fast, yet many wait 
until it’s too late to act. 

Preparation should start well 
before the alerts, and it’s some-
thing we all share responsibility 
for. Disasters don’t wait for the 
perfect moment - by the time 
they hit there is often little time 
to react. 

Planning ahead for cyclone 
season helps protect your family, 
secure your home, and avoid the 
stress of last-minute decisions. It is 
not just up to emergency services, 
we all have a role to play.

The Douglas Disaster Manage-
ment Unit is at the forefront of 
helping the community prepare 
for these events, offering valuable 
resources and tools to support 
residents. 

Their goal isn’t just to restore 
services or manage events, it’s 
also about empowering locals with 
the knowledge to respond effec-
tively when an emergency strikes. 

Leading this charge is local di-
saster coordinator Paul Hoye. 

Jamie Jansen

With years of experience, Paul 
has seen first-hand how small 
steps in preparation can make all 
the difference in reducing damage 
and saving lives.

“Whether a situation forces you 
to evacuate or traps you at home, 
being ready for the unexpected is 
critical,” Paul said. An evacuation 
plan in place can save lives when 
extreme weather hits.”

To help keep residents informed 

BUSINESS FEATURE

To read the full 
story scan this QR 
code

Want to showcase your business 
with a business feature? Please 
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

and prepared, the DMU offers a 
variety of resources, starting with 
the Douglas Disaster Dashboard.

This platform provides real-time 
flood-zone updates and live feeds 
from flood cameras, allowing res-
idents to track conditions as they 
unfold. 

The team has been updating 
the dashboard to ensure residents 
have the latest information, in-
cluding upcoming flood studies for 

Wonga, Mossman, and Degarra to 
be release in November. 

These studies will provide valu-
able insights into flood risks. Paul 
emphasised the importance of 
knowing your evacuation options. 

“It ’s crucial to understand 
the natural hazards in your area, 
whether that’s a storm tide zone, 
or a yellow, red, or orange zone. 
Building connections with others 
in safer areas can also give you a 
place to seek shelter if needed.”

“We encourage residents to 
plan for isolation. Sometimes 
evacuation isn’t possible, so know-
ing how to secure your home, care 
for pets, be self-sufficient and as-
sist elderly relatives or neighbours, 
becomes essential.”

For all the information you 
need to get disaster-ready, visit 
douglas.qld.gov.au/disaster-man-
agement-and-preparedness.
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CUSTOMISED
UNIFORMS & MERCH

PRINT & EMBROIDERY
tsprintembroidery.com.au

07 4099 3868

27 WARNER STREET
UNITS FOR RENT

Call 0419 757 864
or pop into On The Spot Signs

DOUBLE UNIT 13/14 - 48 SQM
STUDIO OR LIGHT WORKSHOP 

ROLLER-DOOR SECURITY
 per calendar month incl. GST$1800

UNIT 12 - APPROX 24 SQM
STORAGE OR LIGHT WORKSHOP 

ROLLER-DOOR SECURITY
 per calendar month incl. GST$750

Baha Villas make mark

New villa owners Linda and John King, designer Nathan Verri, agent 
Travis Schumacher and owners Irene De Bono and George Hallal. Picture: 
Jamie Jansen

Jamie Jansen

Many will have noticed the styl-
ish, eye-catching villas along Port 
Douglas Road. 

Now complete, Baha Villas 
marks another successful collabo-
ration between Building Designer 
developer Nathan Verri and Tra-
vis Schumacher of Raine & Horne 
Port Douglas - Mossman.

All villas sold off the plan, re-
flecting the ongoing success of 
the Raine & Horne Port Douglas 
- Mossman and Nathan Verri part-
nership behind Vivo Villas, Luxe on 
Amphora, Luna, and Nova Villas.

Melbourne couple George Hal-
lal and Irene De Bono are among 
the new owners and say they 
couldn’t be happier with their de-
cision. 

George has been visiting Port 
Douglas on holidays for 30 years. 

“We finally decided to buy 
something, more as a semi-retire-
ment,” he said.

Irene added: “We researched 
Nathan’s previous developments, 
he has a great reputation, beauti-
ful designs, and excellent reviews.

“The location, the villa size, and 
the chance to own something real-
ly special made it ideal for us.”

Mr Schumacher said the villas 
sold quickly, largely due to Mr Ver-
ri’s strong reputation.

“Buyers trusted that the final 
product would match the render 
and the design, thanks to Nathan’s 
track record with previous proj-
ects,” he said.

“It’s great to see another very 
successful development building 

BUSINESS FEATURE

To read the full 
story scan this QR 
code

Want to showcase your business 
with a business feature? Please 
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

on our earlier successes. Quality 
homes in this location are still in 
high demand. 

“We’re seeing many buyers 
from Victoria and other southern 
states choosing Port Douglas. 

“They want high-quality homes, 
high standards, and close-to-town 
locations.”

Building designer developer Mr 
Verri said Baha Villas offer a fresh, 
tropical feel.

“These villas are bright, light, 

and airy. We wanted a develop-
ment that felt high-end yet eco-
nomically designed and delivered, 
with finishes that are timeless,” he 
said.

“We don’t build anything we 
wouldn’t be happy living in our-
selves. Every detail, from living 
zones to bathroom size,  has to 
be functional and enjoyable every 
day. 

“The tones and finishes are sec-
ond to none, and features like the 
curves, stone facades, kitchens, 
and upstairs space all stand out.”

Looking ahead, Mr Verri said 
the next project, Kaya Villas on 
Warner Street, offer a similar 
function but greater features, tak-
ing the design and luxury to the 
next level.

The development is set for 
completion early next year, with 
just one villa remaining.

A petition launched by a local 
transport operator to start a 
government-subsidised public 
bus service connecting Douglas 
Shire’s most populated regions 
has garnered more than 360 sig-
natures so far.

Sizzling Wheels owner Chan-
ni Singh began the petition last 
week, with Newsport backing his 
campaign, in an effort to improve 

public-transport options for resi-
dents and tourists in the area.

Mr Singh is calling on the State 
Government to help fund a pub-
lic-bus route between the main 
population areas of Port Doug-
las, Mossman, Newell Beach and 
Cooya Beach, to be run in partner-
ship with Sizzling Wheels.

“Douglas Shire residents and 
tourists do not have access to 

a regular, scheduled, affordable 
public bus service,” the petition 
states. “As funding for public 
transport is a State Government 
responsibility, we call on the Gov-
ernment, and particularly Cook 
MP David Kempton, to support 
the proposal.”

Mr Singh said Douglas Shire 
needs this new service because 
of a lack of public transport in the 

region. “Workers who are living 
around Mossman, Port Douglas, 
Newell Beach, have no affordable 
way to commute to work,” he said.

“People really need it because 
now there is no affordable trans-
port at this stage and it’s costing 
too much money in taxis.”

Sign the petition at change.
org/p/douglas-shire-public-trans-
port.

Petition launch for public buses
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Struggling with bills?
You’re not alone.

www.ewoq.com.au 
for more information

ATHERTON
9.30am - 4pm

Tablelands Regional Council
Coordination Centre
15 Vernon St, Atherton

28 October

MOSSMAN

Mossman Shire Hall
6 Mill St, Mossman

9.30am - 4pm29 October

INNISFAIL

Disaster Management Public
Education and Training Centre
11 Flying Fish Point Rd, Innisfail

9.30am - 4pm30 October

We’re here to yarn, listen and
help you find support with:

Overdue bills and debt
Electricity and gas
Phone and internet
Financial complaints
Rebates and concessions
Budgeting and advice

LOCAL  
LANDSCAPING  
SERVICE  
PROVIDER

Ground maintenance
Irrigation repair
Mulching
Garden make over

Port Douglas Contact: 
Josh - 0476 576 646 ⁃

Devastation as dingo pup lost
Bryan Littlely

A dingo pup has been destroyed after getting caught in a trap in remote Cape York. Picture: Luke Cooper

Dingo advocate Luke Cooper has 
delivered devastating news that 
a young dingo pup has had to be 
destroyed after being injured in a 
trap in remote North West Cape 
York.

Mr Cooper, who is pushing 
for the protection of dingoes in 
Douglas Shire and across Cape 
York, said the dingo pup had lost 
its entire foot when caught in a 
claw trap.

“He had been this way for some 
time,’’ Mr Cooper said.

“In unimaginable amounts of 
pain. To get him seen would have 
been a miracle due to his very re-
mote location.’’

But Mr Cooper and a team were 
able to coordinate the retrieval of 
the pup on Monday, October 13, 
for vet care.

“This poor little soul was safe-
ly flown all the way from remote 
North West Cape York to Cairns. 
He arrived around 1pm. Covered 
in dermestid larvae, fly strike with 
exposed bones and tendons,’’ Mr 
Cooper detailed.

“He was haemorrhaging blood 
from another possible infection or 

virus and in severe shock. Under 
vet care he continued to deteri-
orate. Sadly, due to the severity 
of this, he was humanely put to 
sleep.’’

Mr Cooper said it was an in-

credibly hard day for him and oth-
ers who worked to try to rescue 
the dingo.

Referencing his push for the 
protection rainforest dingoes, 
which he says he has collected 

DNA of in a bid to prove their pu-
rity and importance in the region, 
he said that the “dingoes will have 
their time… sadly, it just wasn’t 
his’’.

POSITIONS VACANT



NEWSPORT  PRINT Page 9Thursday, October 23, 2025

Douglas Shire NewsMake Your Marketing Work Harder
Advertising in Newsport doesn’t just get you seen,  
it strengthens your other marketing. A print ad  
builds trust and keeps your  message front-of-mind  
with a loyal local audience.  Print helps you:

- Build brand recognition

- Drive traffic to your socials or website

- Reach locals who aren’t always online

LEARN MORE
sasha@newsport.com.au

YOU SAID IT! Opinion Page
SIGN THE PETITION FOR 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Rod Davis
Yep, Douglas so desperately 
needs a basic public transport 
system, especially to and from 
Cairns, as well as locally. Around 
2005-7... when I was on the 
council, I lobbied the State Govt 
endlessly for a simple bus run to 
Cairns. The then ALP State mem-
ber was Jason O’Brien and he did 
nothing but block me. So how 
does a student or a pensioner get 
to medical or whatever services 
in Cairns with only expensive 
tourist transport to just the 
airport? It’s time Cook MP David 
Kempton helped.

Richard Lavender
Let’s see if a successful scheduled 
transfer can take place from Port 
to Mossman that works to justify 
expense.

Sharon Sexton
I have a doctor’s appointment 
at Cairns Hospital every three 
months. It costs me $110 return. 
What a rip off.

Kate Jesseca
Thank you Channi and Newsport 
for shining a light on a dire issue 
in the Shire. We should not in this 
time and era even be having this 
discussion. Our towns, communi-
ties and residents are completely 
disconnected, particularly the 
young, old, and disabled. It feels 
third world not to offer public 
transport in a heavily visited area 
where tourism is the main indus-
try. Many residents are physically 
and socially isolated due to lack 
of transport. Not to mention 
people’s ability to get to and 
from work. Not everyone has the 
luxury to own, nor wants to run, 
a vehicle. Especially with rising 
cost of living. Even if the public 

transport proposed isn’t subsi-
dised for 50c, it’s still needed 
and even a $5 bus ride between 
towns would be a massive game 
changer. Anything is better than 
what we have now, which is zero.

Graeme Dudley
It’s laughable, people move to the 
area and then complain that it 
hasn’t got the same services as a 
city. Here’s a tip: stay in the cities.

NEW ROUTE FOR WAN-
GETTI TRAIL
Graeme McAlpine
We’re back to whence it start-
ed from another lemon from 
Douglas Shire Council. This is the 
reason we pay exorbitant rates 
for friggin’ nothing.

Simon Salvage
DSC didn’t fund it.

Neil Jabs
When will these muppets be real-
istic? Stated the next stage of the 
trail is from Ellis Beach to Wan-
gatti. Take a look at the sheer 
almost vertical CLIFF behind all 
along Ellis Beach. How can they 
build a trail on the side of an 
almost vertical cliff for several 
kilometres north of Ellis Beach? 
Again look at what these clowns 
have built already - it got washed 
away in a heavy rainstorm. No 
one is seen to be using it. These 
are pipe dreams, and if a few 
kilometres built so far cost over 
$5m - ask yourself how much will 
the other 65-plus kilometres. 
Folks the politicians’ pipe dream 
figures don’t add up. Who does 
the maintenance, which would 
also be enormous cost? Tell them 
they are dreaming.

Robert Law
I always thought that it was going 
to follow the ridge lines but now 
it’s anyone’s guess

Desley Waugh
Sorry going to be a killjoy, but 
what a waste of money.

LONGER DELAYS ON 
CAPTAIN COOK 
Caz Baker
To be fair in the last couple of 
weeks it’s starting to look like an 
actual road again. You can see 
the progress and I’m glad they’re 
getting the job done. I’m getting 
less delays and I drive it six days 
a week.

Daniel Herlihy
They just milking the govern-
ment’s money. lol

Michelle Simone
Cue another cyclone or me-
ga-wet summer. If u don’t laugh 
you WILL cry.

Aaron Crimmins
There isn’t much progress, haha.

Vincent Anthony Dorazio
OMG, it’s not over.

CANE TRUCK PLAN NOT 
GOING AHEAD
Maureen Fraser
Now they may look into diversity. 
Chocolate, coffee, rice lots of 
other stuff.

Moo Man
Allow subdivision into hobby 
farms.

Jeff Read
$34. worth of cane. Where’s all 
the money?

Clayton Massey
Hemp is one of the answers.

James Rich
Does that mean some land will be 
rezoned?

EDITOR’S NOTE: Send your let-
ters and comments to editor@
newsport.com.au or post com-
ments on our Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages. 

From the 
Holster

Shaun Hollis brings you a lighter 
look at local news.
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Scan the QR code to list 
your property, and it will 
be added to our print 
edition for free.

NOVEMBER 3

Port Douglas 2025 
Melbourne Cup 
Calcutta, Time: 5pm- 
10.30pm, Location: 
The Surfy, Port 
Douglas Esplanade

STAY UP TO DATE

Scan this QR code to 
stay up to date with 
the latest events in the 
region

OCTOBER 26

Halloween Party, 
Time: 1pm-3pm, 
Location: Steep Port 
Douglas, Shop 1, 46 
Macrossan St

Danny Bani @ Ellis 
Beach Bar & Grill, 
Time: 1pm-4pm, 
Location: Ellis Beach 
Bar & Grill

REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOME 
1-3/2 St Crispins 
Avenue 
Saturday, October 25 
10.30am-11.30am 
Ray White

OPEN HOME 
207/69-71 Davidson 
Street 
Friday, October 31 
11am-12pm 
Property Shop

OPEN HOME 
28 Marine Parade, 
Newell 
Saturday, November 1 
10am-11am 
Property Shop

OCTOBER 24

Drewboy @ Ellis 
Beach Bar & Grill, 
Time: 5.30pm-
8.30pm, Location: 
Ellis Beach Bar & Grill

Rob Longstaff, Time: 
7.30pm-10.30pm, 
Location: Club 
Mossman

OCTOBER 25

THE SCREAMING 
JETS, Time: 3.30pm- 
8.30pm, Location: 
Ellis Beach Bar & Grill

OCTOBER 31

Katie Richards @ 
Ellis Beach Bar & 
Grill, Time: 5.30pm- 
8.30pm, Location: 
Ellis Beach Bar & Grill

Rockin’ Rick Karaoke, 
Time: 7.30pm-
10.30pm, Location: 
Club Mossman NOVEMBER 6

Trivia with Supa Sal 
and Wevs, Time: 
7pm-8.30pm, 
Location: Club 
Mossman

OCTOBER 30

Bingo, Time: 7pm-
9pm, Location: Club 
Mossman

NOVEMBER 4

Melbourne Cup, 
Time: 11.30am-
4pm, Location: Club 
Mossman

Melbourne Cup in 
the Tropics, Time: 
11.30am-2.30pm, 
Location: Sheraton 
Grand Mirage Resort 
Port Douglas

NOVEMBER 4

Zinc Port Douglas x 
Taittinger Melbourne 
Cup, Time: 10.30 - 
3.30, Location: Zinc 
Port Douglas

OCTOBER 27

U3A HISTORY OF 
PORT DOUGLAS 
TALK, Time: 2pm-
3pm, Location: 
Palmers Golf Course 
Clubhouse, Davidson 
Street, Port Douglas

NOVEMBER 1

SPELLBOUND - Sea 
Circus Productions 
Tide of Terror 2, 
Time: 4.30pm-8pm, 
Location: Surf Life 
Saving Club/The 
Surfy

St Augustine’s Hat 
Burning Course for 
KIND, Time: 10am- 
12pm, Location: St 
Augustine’s Primary 
School Mossman

Day of the Dead – 
Celebrate in True 
Mexican Style!, Time: 
3pm-10pm, Location: 
Ellis Beach Bar and 
Grill

OCTOBER 28

Food Gardening at 
CIRCLE OF PLENTY, 
Time: 8am-9am, 
Location: Circle of 
Plenty, Mossman 
Botanic Garden, 
Mossman

Visit www.newsport.com.au to list your event for free

WHAT'S ON

SOCIALS
Port Douglas hosted the Surf Life 
Saving North Queensland Branch 
Championships this month, while 

Mossman Markets are held on Saturdays. 
Pictures: Santiago Gonzalez, supplied

Artist Erin Frizelle at Mossman Markets.
Juan Cupidon wins a bronze sprint medal 
in surf life saving.

The Port Douglas Under-9 surf life saving squad.
John Goodman and Brian Markham after 
their double-ski win.

Paulina and Heloise at the markets.



NEWSPORT  PRINT Page 11Thursday, October 23, 2025

FOR ALL YOUR 
PRINTING & 
PROMOTION 

NEEDS
4077 0257
INFO@MOSSMANPRINT.COM.AU 

4 WILLIAM STREET
MOSSMAN

Calcutta back at Surfy
Jamie Jansen

BUSINESS FEATURE

Robert Cooke and Callum Jones are looking forward to the Port Douglas Calcutta.  Picture: Supplied

A social highlight for over 20 
years, the Port Douglas Calcutta 
returns on Melbourne Cup Eve 
Monday, November 3, at The 
Surfy, marking its revival by locals 
after a brief hiatus.

The event, which paused during 
the Covid-19 years, has been 
brought back thanks to the efforts 
of a dedicated group of communi-
ty members. 

“This event was a highlight on 
the social calendar for more than 
20 years, and held on Melbourne 
Cup Eve, it’s the perfect precursor 
to the many Cup Day functions.” 

“This event is a wonderful 
way for the community to come 
together while supporting local 
causes,” committee member Cal-
lum Jones said. “This year, we are 

especially proud to be supporting 
the Port Douglas Surf Life Saving 
Club. The PDSLSC does incredible 
work providing lifesaving skills and 
safety patrols along our beaches, 
and their Nippers program trains 
the next generation of Douglas 
Shire lifesavers through fun activ-
ities, training, and competition.”

Raffle tickets are now avail-
able to buy and will go on sale 
at venues in the coming weeks. 
Each ticket gives participants the 
chance to secure a horse running 
in the Melbourne Cup field and a 
chance to win the Mega Raffle. 

Local businesses have donated 
prizes including golf at the Mirage 
Country Club valued at $200, 
wine from LG Wine & Liquor, and 
framed prints from Perrin Clarke 
Photography valued at $395 each.

From 5pm on Monday, Novem-
ber 3, the 24 horses will be drawn 
from the barrel. A live auction 
follows, with each horse sold to 
the highest bidder. Drawn owners 
receive half the selling price, and 
if they choose to buy their horse, 
they pay half the auction price. 
The remaining proceeds add to the 
total prize pool.

When the race is run, first place 
collects 40 per cent of the prize 
pool, second 20 per cent, third 10 
per cent, and last 5 per cent, with 
the remaining 25 per cent donated 
to the PDSLSC.

To secure pre-event tickets or 
booklets, email Callum Jones at 
callum@theagentportdouglas.com 
or call 0437 981 195.

Get ready to celebrate Melbourne 
Cup Day in style on Tuesday, No-
vember 4, at Zinc Restaurant Port 
Douglas, where racing fans can 
enjoy all the flair of Flemington 
and a focus on premium cham-
pagne, wines, and cocktails.

In partnership with Tait-
tinger and a selection of local 
and international winemakers, 
Zinc is hosting a lavish Cup 
Day lunch full of gourmet food, 
drinks, and festive fun.

The menu features a delec-
table mix of antipasto graz-
ing boards, wagyu beef, line-
caught mackerel, vegetarian 
paella, Peruvian-style chicken, 
and finishes with coconut and 
Malibu pannacotta for dessert.

Zinc owner Chris Bower said 
the Melbourne Cup menu was 
designed to bring people to-
gether over food and fun.

“(The menu is) a perfect 
blend of beautifully plated 
dishes and generous shared 
platters. It celebrates the joy 
of communal dining, because 
great food is even better when 
shared,” he said. 

Zinc will also feature live 
entertainment by Danny Bani 
from The Nightshift, keeping 
the energy high throughout the 
afternoon.c

For racing enthusiasts, all 
races will be broadcast live 
from 10.30am, with sweeps 
opening from Race 4.

Cup lunch 
all set to 
go in style
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Waterfront Dining
Fresh Seafood
Bar & Gaming4099 5553

7 Ashford Ave,
Port Douglas  @tinshedportdouglas

BOOKINGS KELLIE EVANS - 0438 787 851

 
Enjoy a wood-fired pizza  

or a hearty steak in a cosy, 
relaxed and  

family friendly atmosphere.

Rattle N’ Hum Bar and Grill
38 Macrossan St

SPORT

Fielding was the main difference 
between the two teams after 
the Port Douglas Muddies Third 
Grade team went down to Bhuta-
nese Rovers in an even contest on 
Saturday at home in Cricket Far 
North action.

The Rovers held all their catch-
es in a polished display in the 

Cam Williams top scored for the Muddies with 38. Picture: Shaun Hollis

field, while the Muddies dropped 
several opportunities, including 
top-scoring batsman Sanjay Rai 
(61) twice in one Andy Fenwick 
over.

Winning the toss, Port Douglas 
batted first, scoring 7/122 in its 35 
overs. Cam Williams top scored 
with 38, while Brad Case made 22.

In reply, the Rovers made 6/123 
in 31 overs, with captain Adrian 

The Port Douglas Crocs have ad-
vertised for a new coach next sea-
son, but mystery still surrounds 
why the current AFL Cairns Coach 
of the Year is no longer at the 
helm of the club.

Outgoing coach Nick Salter 
says he is still “trying to get an-
swers” about why he has been 
let go by the club.

Salter, who took Port Doug-
las to the minor premiership - 
including 13 wins in a row - but 
missed out on the Grand Final, 
said last week he had been told 
by club management he would 
not be the senior coach next 
year.

He said he still loved the 
Crocs, and had plenty of 
friends there, so did not want 
to “bag” the club before the full 
details of the situation were re-
leased to the public.

Salter said he would “sit out 
for a little bit” from AFL.

“I need a bit of a break (from 
footy).”

Salter did not attend the club’s 
presentation night late last month, 
with club representatives saying 
at the time he was on holiday in 
Bali.

Newsport has reached out to 
the club for comment.

Mystery 
shrouds 
sacking 
of coach

Bannerman and Fenwick both tak-
ing two wickets.

The Muddies face Barron River 
at home this Saturday from 1pm.

In the Fourth Grade competi-
tion, the Muddies bowled first and 
restricted Barron River to 9/125, 
but fell away with the bat, posting 
just 63 runs.

That team faces Mulgrave away 
this Sunday at 8am.

Shaun Hollis

Muddies nipped


