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Belly dancers Peta Heilig, Rochelle Thompson, Val Savanah, Shirley Johns, Julia Toft and Autumn Cox are looking

“will be going belly up§

A

for people to join in with their upcoming world Shimmy Mob event and help raise money to support those affected
by domestic violence. See Page 5. Picture: Shaun Hollis

Bridge too far

Shaun Hollis

The constant flooding of Bushy
Creek Bridge near Julatten has
been cutting off one of the only
two access routes from the south

into Douglas Shire regularly once
again this wet season, prompting
renewed community calls for all
levels of government to work to-
gether to fix the issue.

Several community members

have spoken to Newsport about
their ongoing frustration that the
Mossman-to-Mount-Molloy Road
is so often cut off.
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Newsport Print welcomes your
community story submissions. Sub-
missions can be emailed to editor@
newsport.com.au. Please include
the what, when, why and how and,
preferably, with a picture.

Please also include a direct phone
number and a full name so we can
verify and confirm any further details
when required to do so.

Please keep your submission or story
to no more than 200 words and

as succinct as possible. Newsport
reserves the right to edit, modify,
change and re-write your submission
for clarity, brevity or legal reasons.
The publishing of all contributed
submissions is at the sole discretion
of the editor.

Newsport Print also welcomes your
story ideas, tips and leads.

Border fisho interception

Shaun Hollis

At least four foreign fishing boats
have been intercepted this month
as part of a new border force op-
eration to crack down on illegal
boats in Australian waters, Fed-
eral Government Leichhardt MP
Matt Smith says.

“The Australian Border Force
has seen early results under Oper-
ation Broadstaff, intercepting two
foreign fishing vessels in northern
Queensland and the Torres Strait
over the weekend before illegal
fishing activity could occur,” Mr
Smith said last week, while two
more were stopped this week.

Maritime Border Command
Acting Deputy Commander
Brooke Dewar said the ABF was
working closely with the Thursday
Island community to help track
down illegal fishing boats.

“Local knowledge remains es-
sential in the Torres Strait, with
community members providing
vital eyes and ears across their Sea
Country as ABF officers continue
engaging with local fishers and
residents,” he said.

“The weekend'’s activities are
a prime example of the effective

Pictures of illegal foreign fishing boats being intercepted by the
Australian Border Force have heen released by MP Matt Smith.

working relationship the ABF has
with remote communities.”

Earlier this month, Cook MP
David Kempton said illegal foreign
fishing boats entering Australian
waters in Torres Strait was look-
ing more like an invasion than an
incursion.

Mr Kempton said community
leaders, locals, fishermen and Tra-

ditional Owners had spoken out to
say the illegal boats were not only
widespread, but had been visiting
our waters for years.

“From here in Torres Strait,
what has been described as an
incursion of illegal foreign fishing
vessels into Australian waters is
starting to sound more like an in-
vasion,” he said.
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AS PRESIDENT ELECT, I WANT

TO INTRODUCE THIS SPACE
MONTHLY TO HIGHLIGHT WHAT
ROTARY IS.

Rotary members are people of action creating change in the
community we serve! “ great leaders don’t set out to be a leader.

They set out to make a difference. It’s never about the role. It’s
always about the goal.” Do you imagine or wonder what you

can do within the Douglas Shire? Have an idea or suddenly see a

need within our community. Feel free to contact me directly.

Craig Schofield | 0419 494 800 | mossman@rotary9560.org
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Mossman creative Denice Assman with some of her work dislayed in the
new shop Curios and Creatives. Picture: Shaun Hollis

Helping renew Front St

A new store and community art
space has opened in Mossman
thanks to a program designed
to breathe new life into regional
towns and support local creatives.

Curios and Creatives this week
launched on Front Street through
the RENEW Tropical Douglas
program, which activates vacant
commercial spaces by matching
them with emerging businesses
and community-focused projects.

Curios and Creatives brings

together a variety of items and
creative opportunities, offering a
welcoming drop-in space where
community members can sit, chat,
make something, or simply enjoy
a cup of tea.

The formal opening of Curios
and Creatives took place yester-
day (Wednesday, February 25) at
2pm. RENEW Tropical Douglas
works with property owners to
provide vacant spaces rent free
for participating tenants.

A Shaolin
junk boat
up for sai

Shaun Hollis

One of Port Douglas’s most recog-
nisable tourismicons is up for sale.

The Shaolin Chinese junk boat
and charter business has hit the
market for an asking price of about
$740,000.

Owner Kate Agrums says the
business is strong, profitable and
has solid forward bookings.

“After many wonderful years
operating Shaolin, we've made the
decision to pass the helm to a new
owner,” she says.

“Shaolin has been part of Port
Douglas sunsets for decades, and
we look forward to seeing her next
chapter continue that legacy.”

The vessel has been a Port
Douglas institution for the past
about 40 years, with | Still Call
Australia Home singer Peter Allen
even famously entertaining guests
at parties onboard in the 1980s.

In 1911, the junk sank during
Cyclone Yasi, with a former owner
reportedly making a fatal error of
leaving two portholes open when
the cyclone hit. But, since then,
she has been fully restored to her
former glory, and can often be
seen from the balcony of The Tin
Shed setting out for a sunset tour
packed with enthusiastic tourists.

“Shaolin is a genuine, original
Chinese junk boat built in Hong
Kong in 1969, operating as a highly
successful, family-run charter busi-

The Shaolin Chinese junk boat.

ness out of Port Douglas - Austra-
lia's capital of Tropical North Tour-
ism,” the for-sale ad reads.

“Located at the doorstep of two
world-renowned World Heritage
sites, this iconic business enjoys
strong, year-round demand in one
of Australia’s most desirable tour-
ism destinations.”

The Shaolin operates daily lunch
and sunset sails, as well as private
snorkelling charters to Low Island.

“Over 50 per cent of guests are
repeat customers, and Shaolin is
the preferred sunset-cruise pro-
vider for many of Port Douglas’s
leading resorts.”

The business includes per-
mits to operate at Dickson Inlet,
Low Island, St Crispin’s Reef and
Tongue Reef. Along with the boat,
also included are the tender, trailer,
and outboard motor for passenger
transfers to Low Island.

In the past few years, more than
$245,000 has been spent on the
boat, including a new engine, teak
deck, gangways and roof.
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Live entertainment every Friday night, become a member today and receive great benefits.
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Let’s raise up Bushy Creek Bridge

From Page One

They said through traffic can
often not cross and the bridge
needs to be raised.

Cook MP David Kempton, who
said before the last state election
in 2024 his party was committed
to raising the bridge higher, last
week vowed to lobby the state
Transport and Main Roads De-
partment as part of a review of
several bridges in the region.

And this week Mr Kempton led
the first of a series of meetings
designed to seek advice on local
roads from community members
and interest groups.

Mr Kempton said he had es-
tablished a Regional Roads Advi-
sory Group to ensure our region’s
critical infrastructure receives the
attention and action it urgently
needs.

“l am very aware of the Bushy
Creek Bridge and have visited the
site on multiple occasions,” Mr
Kempton said.

“l have taken direct action by
establishing a Regional Roads
Advisory Group to ensure critical
infrastructure issues like Bushy
Creek receive the priority they de-

Bushy Creek Bridge on the Mount Molloy-to-Mossman Road has been
flooding over regularly all year. Picture: Shaun Hollis

serve.” Mr Kempton said the first
RRAG meeting was held yesterday
to formally establish the commit-
tee, and he encouraged communi-
ty members to take part and have
their voices heard.

“l understand that the De-
partment of Transport and Main
Roads is undertaking a full review
of the McLeod River, Rifle Creek
and Spear Creek bridges, and | am
advocating to ensure Bushy Creek

Bridge and other high-risk loca-
tions receive urgent attention and
decisive outcomes,” he said.

A Federal Government spokes-
person said there were various
funding opportunities to help local
governments with road infrastruc-
ture priorities.

“Local Government Authorities
are eligible to apply for funding
under the Safer Local Roads and
Infrastructure Program, which

provides $200 million per year
to support the delivery of safer
and more productive roads across
Australia,” they said.

“This is an application-based,
merit-assessed program with a
co-contribution requirement, and
provides up to $5 million in Aus-
tralian Government funding per
project.

“Mareeba Shire Council is wel-
come to submit an application un-
der the current funding tranche,
which closes on 30 April.”

A Mareeba council spokesper-
son said Bushy Creek Bridge was
on a state road under TMR con-
trol, but the MSC had been, and
would continue to, advocate for
upgrades to the bridge.

Following Cyclone Jasper in
December, 2023, the Mossman-
to-Mount-Molloy Road was the
only road in and out of Douglas
Shire, and was cut off several
times by subsequent flooding in
January, 2024.

In the lead-up to the 2024
state election, Mr Kempton told
Newsport that Bushy Creek
Bridge was high on the agenda for
fixing.

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY,

Support Mossman Hospital Friends
of the Foundation with $10 of every
ticket & all raffle proceeds

Bubbles on arrival, delicious E LA E

Sunday 8 March, 2pm to 4pm
Sheraton Grand Mirage Port Douglas

high tea buffet & live music  #<15 ’
o~ WA o ¢ +":-.f? .
; (s - 89 per person i P
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//, : - e ok e ~— "4\ y SCAN TO BOOK
N % SO

> Sailaway

to the Great Barrier Reef

LOCALS OFFER

n-appreciation for our local community, book any snorkelling
tour to the Low Isles, Outer Reefor Sunset Sail this
February & March and receive a 50% discount.*

BOOK NOW: 4099 4200

*T&Cs: Local I.D required. Offer valid until 31 March.2026. Offer subject to operational
requirements. Offer only available by phone. Further Terms & Conditions apply.
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Bush cop search

Shaun Hollis

A search for a missing man along
aremote dirt road north of Mount
Molloy has failed to uncover any
sign of him.

Kim Stuart-Stracey, 71, was last
seen leaving a Cairns property on
Monday, February 2, and was re-
ported missing on Sunday, Febru-
ary 8.

His Toyota hilux was discovered

on Hurricane
Road in Desailly
four days later
on Thursday,
February 12 - a
remote dirt road
which comes
off the Mulligan
Highway and
runs parallel with the Mitchell Riv-
er on the northern side.

Mr Stuart-Stracey is described
as Caucasian, with blue eyes and
grey hair.

Police are urging anyone who
has seen him, or who has informa-
tion about his disappearance, to
come forward.

If you have information about
this, or any other, incident contact
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000
or crimestoppersqld.com.au.

Shimmying into the hearts of Shire locals

Belly dancers Peta Heilig, Rochelle Thompson, Val Savanah, Shirley Johns, Julia Toft and Autumn Cox.

About 24,000 belly dancers from
more than 90 countries are pre-
paring to soon shimmy together in
a global push to raise awareness
for domestic violence programs,
including one special team based
in Mossman.

Belly Dance With Rochelle is
a group of community-minded
dancers run by teacher Rochelle

Thompson, who this month met
up in Sydney with the Canadian
founder of the global Shimmy Mob
event to prepare for the May 9 si-
multaneous world dance.

Rochelle is now on the lookout
for more dancers to register by the
end of March.

“It's the camaraderie, and when
you watch other teams around the

world,” Rochelle says of the event.
“They’re all wearing the same
shirt, and we're all doing the same
dance, so you feel a connection.”
Rochelle’s team will be at Moss-
man Markets this Saturday morn-
ing signing up more participants
and raising money to help combat
the scourge of domestic violence.
For details go to shimmymob.com.

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE PLAN

The heavy machinery may soon
start moving around Craiglie
Business Park Stage Two, with
fresh plans for a more than $1.2m
17-lot industrial subdivision sub-
mitted to Douglas Shire Council
this month.

Originally proposed way back in
2007, the close to 5ha greenfields
allotment on the left-hand side as
you turn into the current Craiglie
business estate from the Captain
Cook Highway is now in the hands
of a private Australian company
called KAN Developments.

A letter to the DSC from
Cairns-based civil engineers OSE
Group states the developers are
now seeking “operational works
approval” for the site.

MASTERING MAREEBA

A more liveable, vibrant and re-
silient Mareeba where people
are more likely to “stop, stay and
spend” is mapped out in the Ma-
reeba CBD Blueprint Masterplan
presented at last week’s Mareeba
Shire Council meeting.

Mareeba Shire Mayor Angela
Toppin said the plan brings revital-
isation of Mareeba’s CBD one step
closer and reflects a shared vision
to reconnect the community with
the heart of the town.

ACTION ON FERAL PIGS
A draft of the Queensland Fe-
ral Pig Management Action Plan
2026-2031 has been released,
inviting landholders, stakeholders
and industry to have their say on
the state’s coordinated approach
to tackling one of Queensland’s
most destructive pest animals.

The plan was developed
through workshops, consultation
and with stakeholder input, and
aligns with the National Feral Pig
Action Plan to ensure consistency
with national objectives.

Feral pigs damage almost all
crops and can also kill lambs.

CEEANIYER

SUNDAY, 1 MARCH 2026 | 8AM

=]

,.) ;:‘*FOUR MILE BEACH OF AL 1"_.. =

; S - ' S -'é#"l’ll p—

"SHIRE cou~c1|.“ =i e ;..Eeammore E -
I T e S - = -

Thursday, Febr‘uar‘y 28 2028 NEWSPORT PRINT Page 5



10 YEARS AGO

Filmmakers in
movie paradise

Tourism Port Douglas and Dain-
tree is calling for budding and
professional film makers and
photographers to take part in its
latest consumer campaign - Show
Me Your Paradise.

With a prize pool of $4250 up
for grabs, Tourism Port Douglas
and Daintree executive officer
Tara Bennett said the campaign
could be just what a videographer
or photographer needed to kick-
start their career in travel.

“We want standout images that
make the most of the incredible
scenery, lifestyle and experienc-
es around Port Douglas, Moss-
man, Cape Tribulation and Dain-
tree and we want to share them
with potential visitors,” she said.
“Show Me Your Paradise is about
the person submitting the entry
showing us their paradise - the
paradise they love and the para-
dise they want to show the world.”
@.’i’%@ Access thousands

trs  of archived stories
since 2009 here
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Serving
up taste
of home

BUSINESS FEATURE
Jamie Jansen

The scent of charcoal-grilled sa-
tay and fragrant spices drifting
through warm tropical air, for
many, that’s Bali.

Now that feeling is being
brought to life at 3Sixteen Bar
and Bistro at Ramada, where two
Indonesian chefs are serving the
flavours of home.

Every Tuesday, from 5-8pm,
Indonesian Night takes over the
restaurant, and this is not simply
Indonesian-inspired dining.

The menu is crafted by Indo-
nesian-born sous chef Daniel and
chef de partie Wayan, whose lived
experience and culinary heritage
shape every dish.

Expect plates of rendang, lum-
pia, fish cake, gado gado and slow-
braised beef short rib, celebrating
the rich diversity of Indonesian
cuisine.

Beyond the flavours on the

} \ f-r-"‘ -
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Local Ind|genous ceramics, textlles, prints on paper
and authentic merchandise:100% Indigenous:owned.
42-44 Macrossan Street, Port Douglas 4877

Monday — Saturday 10AM - 5PM

. 0408 868 799

" Port Douglas Dental Studio

We’ve Moved

Same great team, new location.
Find us now at 9 Grant Street, Port Douglas.
Enjoy easy ground-floor access, full
wheelchair accessibility, and plenty of
parking right out the back.

NEWSPORT PRINT

Sous chef Daniel and chef de partie Wayan bring authentic Indonesian
flavours to life every Tuesday night at Ramada. Picture: Jamie Jansen

plate, Indonesian Night was creat-
ed with something deeper in mind,
an experience designed to bring
people together around the table.

For Daniel, that vision is deeply
personal.

Raised on a small island near
North Sumatra, where life re-
volved around family meals, he
now draws on those memories to
recreate the warmth and togeth-
erness.

His signature dish, rendang,
features prominently on the menu;
arich beef slow-cooked in coconut
milk with chilli, garlic, ginger and

THE ORIGINAL & ONLY
All-in-one Reformer
Pilates + Barre Fit Studio
in Port Douplas.

SCAN HERE

26% Offin all
packages.
o . Using the code:
LOCALPD
Valid until 28/02

lemongrass until meltingly tender
and full of spice. “For me, rendang
is more than just food, it reminds
me of family gatherings and spe-
cial occasions,” he said.

For more information and
restaurant bookings, visit: rama-
daportdouglas.com.au/drink-dine

AL ""EI To read the full
3 story scan this QR
Ffietz code

Want to showcase your business
with a business feature? Please
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

REAL TEA,
REAL FRUIT,
‘ STEEPED FRESH!
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Top of the class

BUSINESS FEATURE

Jamie Jansen

Loving where you live is often said
to be the key to selling a region
and few embody that more than
local real estate agent Charlie
Madgwick.

The Raine & Horne Mossman
sales representative has been
named Top Agent 2025 by Real
Estate Australia for Mossman,
Shannonvale and Wonga Beach,
recognising both her results and
her deep understanding of the lo-
cal market.

Having grown up in the Doug-
las Shire, and now raising her own
family in Shannonvale, her lifelong
connection to the region naturally
shapes the way she works.

“It was a lovely surprise to be
recognised as the top agent for
these areas,” she said.

“l do spend most of my time
running around Mossman and
Wonga Beach, and | live in Shan-
nonvale, so | would say | am defi-
nitely an area expert there.

“I feel my results come from a
genuine desire to find people their
dream homes. | absolutely love
where we live and being able to
show it off to clients who are new
to the area.

“Every day I'm working to con-
nect the dots for buyers and sell-
ers, while sharing local tips on
everything from the best donuts
to walking tracks and wet-season
living.

“I still get a thrill from our stun-
ning surroundings and never take
it for granted. We are so lucky to
live here.”

Looking ahead, Charlie hopes
for greater stability for the re-
gion’s farming community follow-
ing several challenging years and

f

A deep passion for the Douglas Shire has seen Raine & Horne Mossman’s
Charlie Madgwick named Top Agent 2025 for Mossman, Shannonvale and

Wonga Beach. Picture: Supplied

the closure of the Mossman Mill. “|
am hopeful that our farming com-
munity finds some security in the
coming years after such a difficult
time,” she said.

“l am remaining optimistic that
no matter what, we will band to-
gether and support each other
through the next chapter.”

Her motivation, she said, re-
mains unchanged.

“My focus will always be to
keep helping people through the
property journey. Sometimes it’s

emotional and uncertain, but more
often it's exhilarating, and | will
continue to try to make people’s
dreams come true.”

[=1; E.I, To read the full
: story scan this QR
[=]¢

code
Want to showcase your business
with a business feature? Please
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

Port earns
national
spotlight

BUSINESS FEATURE
Jamie Jansen

Port Douglas has once again
drawn national attention as one
of Queensland’s best beachside
places to live, with luxury estate
BeCHe Port Douglas featured
in Real Estate Australia’s latest
roundup.

The article, Queensland’s Best
Places to Build by the Beach in
2026, casts a wide net across the
state’s most desirable coastal ar-
eas, from South-East Queensland
to Central Queensland, the Whit-
sundays and Mackay.

Under the Far North
Queensland category, it was
BeCHe (pronounced “beachy”)
Port Douglas that represented
the region as a boutique tropical
contender. Described as offering
“a boutique coastal living experi-
ence near the pristine shores of
Four Mile Beach,” the estate was
praised for blending beach-style
living with the natural beauty that
defines the region.

“Set within one of Australia’s
most iconic tropical destinations,
the enclave blends beach-style liv-
ing with proximity to the natural
beauty that defines Port Douglas,”
the article states.

BeCHe is the latest project
from Allaro Homes, a family-run
company with more than 130
years of experience and a track
record of delivering custom luxury
homes across FNQ.

For more information visit
beche.au.

[=1; E.I_ To read the full
1 story scan this QR
code

HELP SAVE FNQ FROM ELECTRIC ANTS

Electric ants pose a serious threat to our wildlife,

p

pets and environment. More than 40% of
infestations are found during free property checks.

Please book yours today

Please nominate Newsport Daily as how you heard of us!

13 25 23

dpi.qld.gov.au/anthunt
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Women

BUSINESS FEATURE
Jamie Jansen

Menopause affects more than
half the population, yet access to
support and specialist guidance
remains limited in remote regions,
something the Port Douglas
Neighbourhood Centre hopes to
change with a Menopause Well-
ness Information Event on Satur-
day, February 28.

The session will offer a down-
to-earth space for women to learn,
connect and ask questions, with
guest speakers sharing practi-
cal insights and lived experience,
without the clinical jargon.

The session will be conversa-
tional and informal, set in a scenic
location at Santi restaurant at Ni-
ramaya, with lunch included.

Chrissy Gilewicz from the Port
Douglas Neighbourhood Centre
said the event was created in re-
sponse to limited local opportuni-
ties for women to openly discuss
important health topics.

“We want it to be a chance for
women to better understand their
choices during peri-menopause,
menopause and beyond, while

Women at the Port Douglas Neighbourhood Centre created the
Menopause Wellness Information Event to fill a gap in health discussion.
From L-R: Claire, Emma, Chrissy and Vicki. Picture: Jamie Jansen.

coming together in a friendly, so-
cial environment,” she said.

Chrissy said menopause had
long been something many wom-
en felt unable to talk about, of-
ten without realising there were
treatment and support options
available.

“This event brings together a
mix of traditional and alternative
health perspectives, so women
can leave feeling informed, sup-

ported and more confident to ask
guestions about their own meno-
pause journey.”

The speaker panel includes GPs
Dr Helen Hobson and Dr Jessica
O’Connor from Port Village Med-
ical Centre, both with a focus on
women’s health, alongside regis-
tered nurse Edwina Kramer.

They are joined by pelvic floor
physiotherapist Monica Madrid,
naturopath Brooke Eli Cuman,

invited to learn, connect

and certified menopause life-
style practitioner and weight loss
coach Sarah Cutting, offering a
well-rounded and practical ap-
proach to menopause care.

Attendees are encouraged to
complete a short pre-event sur-
vey to help tailor discussions to
the topics and questions most rel-
evant to those attending: https://
forms.office.com/Pages/Respon-
sePage.aspx...

The Menopause Wellness In-
formation Event will take place
from 11.30am at Santi Restaurant.

The Managing Menopause
Women's Wellness Informa-
tion Event will take place from
11.30am at Santi Restaurant.

Numbers are limited and book-
ings are essential. Tickets are
available in person from The Nic
Nak Shed or by following this link
https://square.link/u/uEvK5XQ7

[=]7 L] To read the full

! story scan this QR
[=] code

Want to showcase your business
with a business feature? Please
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au
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0.7 FTE (3.5 DAYS)

Help shape how our organisation
operates as we grow.
Support the CEO to strengthen
systems, governance, finance,
people processes and daily
operations. Ideal for
collaborative, purpose-driven
operations leaders.

E: josh.gibson@igbrlegacy.org

AIRPORT TRANSFER
DRIVERS

Drivers wanted. Steady
rosters, flexible hours. Must be
friendly, relichle and
well-presented.

LR licence and DA required;
training providej,

E: assistgm@exemplaronline.com.au
P: 4213 3333

SALES & MARKETING COORDINATOR

The Newsport team is growing and looking for an
experienced Sales & Marketing Coordinator to support
marke’ring, udverﬁsing, sales, and communiiy-f‘ocused

campaigns across our print and digital platforms.

Apply now
E: sales@newsport.com.au

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Service is here to help!
Where can we take you?

Ready to book your ride?
Call us on 4099 5518 or
email tracy@pdnc.org.au

Are you facing transport challenges? Our Community Transport

We offer transport outside of Port Douglas, including destinations
across the wider Douglas Shire and Cairns.

Cost: Our service is FREE, though gold coin donations are always
appreciated to help keep this community initiative running.

Please make sure to book at least 24 hours in advance.
Note: Transport is only available for trips outside Port Douglas.

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

\Part
s, Cammufitty. S-erw:e.
N'Muklﬂr-.
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land with water, fertile
to grow exotic fruits
CALL: 0487 233 525
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YOU SAID IT! Opinion Page

GONE TROPPO... WHAT
NEXT FOR THE SHIRE?

Geoff Field

Even if the article has merit, some
of the comments are definitely
ageist along with the mobility
scooter reference. Denigrating
retirees and boomers isn’t cool.
So does the author think people
over 50 have nothing to offer, or
should move somewhere else?
BTW, Rod, | think some of the
things you say make sense.

Ali Tatt

Have been saying for years it’s

a giant retirement village. As for
what’s next: affordable housing.
Starting with limited Airbnb like
other places that had the balls to
enforce this. Community can’t
thrive without locals actually
being able to live here.

But as long as the southern retir-
ees have their coffee and restau-
rants all is good. There are that
many places for rent furnished
and unfurnished with three-six-
month leases.

What local who can't afford to
buy wants to pack up and move
every few months!? The other
options are houses for $700 up
to $1600 per week! Sorry, but it's
ridiculous.

David Kempton, MP

As whimsical, or even as relevant,
as some of this article might be
the fact is the cane industry in
Mossman has come to a close
after 130 continuous years. In
the end it was the growers who
decided they could not continue
indefinitely subsidised by govern-
ment.

Cyclone Jasper, closure of the
mill, declining prices and lack of
volume all resulted in the demise
of the industry. There is little
point in finger pointing. There is
no silver-bullet crop to replace

cane and there are a few years

of uncertainty before new and
diverse crops and industries
emerge. But emerge they will.
We continue to work closely with
the Council, growers and the
community to provide support
and investigate options.

We are currently assessing water
availability from existing re-
serves. The DPI is working with
many groups and the commu-
nity-information day before
Christmas was a big success. We
will continue to work with the
region to assist in any way we can
toward a bright future, post cane.

Lawrence Mason

Many of us have been saying this
for a while. Where are the com-
munity meetings, the planning
for the future? Forums? | haven't
seen a councillor for months. My
most recent comms with Council
have told me my swimming hole
is illegal. That’s about the best
they have. If it wasn't so serious,
it would be funny.

John Sullivan

Rod got this one right. Where is
the leadership from all levels of
government in this situation?

Alf Craig

The local sugar industry took
four generations (100+ years) to
establish. And only one to bring
it to ruin. Yes, grass grows well

in these parts. Sure hemp might
do the trick and replace cane

as a crop. But transiting there
wouldn’t happen overnight - nor
even in a year. Growing it and
harvesting the crop is just the
start of the chain. Where's the
market? Is there market demand?
Can the crop be transported
economically to the market? Who
will do the marketing? Bring the
second link in the chain to FNQ?
A hemp-processing facility.

| boucLas |

FARMER

What comes first; The raw
material or the processing plant?
Where would the process-

ing plant be established and

by whom? Key takeaways for
2025-2026. Although the market
is in its “nascent stage”, high de-
mand for hemp-based products
like hempcrete, insulation, and
textiles is expected to continue
growing at a Compound Annual
Growth Rate exceeding 20 per
cent. Investment in processing
technology and infrastructure is
the current focus to bridge this
gap.

James Costelloe
The whole place is going down-
hill. Weak times create soft men.

NEW YOUTH BAIL LAWS
PASSED DESPITE THE
EXPERT WARNINGS

Leith Keegan

Are they real laws? The Governor
does hold constitutionally valid
Letters Patent don’t they?

Phillip Carlon
Now to make sure they work as
intended!

Jo Willo
The sooner the better. Get these
entitled little punks off the street.

MOSSMAN RESERVOIR
PROJECT TO HELP WITH
WATER SECURITY

Christopher Saint

Let’s hope they’ve considered the
possibility of toxic blue green al-
gae blooms forming in this and an
appropriate mitigation strategy.
Algae can clog the filters up too.

Marie Spence
Excellent news! Congrats.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Send your let-
ters and comments to editor@
newsport.com.au or post com-
ments on our Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages.

REAL ESTATE

SE AT

DISCOVER YOUR SLICE OF PARA
VILLA 14, REEF RESORT

14/121-137 Port Douglas

Road,
Port Douglas, QLD 4877

o=el -0
Price: $420,000

28-30 Macrossan 51 1 0419 594 800 | cralg schofieldf@gldsir.com

A STANDOUT HOME IN A QUIET CUL-DE-SAC

1 Podargus Crescent,
Craiglie

o= ele=x

Price: $999,000

Port Douglas | BE19791 £34 | propertyshopportdougias com

SANTORINI d PORT DOUGLAS -
HOLIDAY AT HOME

41 Beachfront Mirage Dr,
Port Douglas

Price: $3,750,000 offers sought
1732 Macrossan 5t | 0437 981 195 | realestateportdouglag.com

Jessie
Goetze

A PRIVATE TROPICAL RESIDENCE OF SCALE
AND DISTINCTION

13 Ribbon Avenue
Port Douglas, QLD 4877
o=el-e >

Offers Over $1.75M
24-30 Macrossan 81 | B422 343 342 | lessie goetze@qldsir.com
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Dan Lee, Mo Rowbottom and Matt DJ Kate Monroe, DJ Dan Murphy and
Mitchle at the Neon Nights launch party Carey Morton at the sparkle party at the Oshen, 13, Jalun 12, Lutana, Colton, 5, and Julle at the
at the Sugar Wharf. Central Hotel. basketball day.

N ) ) Stephen Myatt, Nathan Dakin, Brenton
Ricky Cooper, Jason Buttigieg, Jason Wintle, Michael  Holmes, Dave Back and Bridget Jones b

Kerr and Damien Gatenby at the sparkle party at the  at the Neon Nights launch party at the  Erik, Sonny and Israel, all 12, at the baskethball
Central Hotel. Sugar Wharf. sign-on day.

FEB Trivia Night MAR Bingo with K-Star MAR Trivia with Supa Sal and

26 Time: 5pm-8pm 5 Time: 7pm-8.30pm 12 Wevs OPEN HOME
Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro Location: Club Mossman Time: 7pm-8.30pm .
. 16 Reef Club/62-64 Davidson St, Port
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas . Location: Club Mossman
L MAR Nattali Rize - Reggae Douglas
FeEB Trivia with Supa Sal and 5 Roots Thursday Edition! MAR Bingo Night With K-Star Tuesday, March 3
26 Wevs Time: 6pm-10pm 13 Time: 6.30pm-8pm 3pm-3.15pm
Time: 7pm-8.30pm Location: Ellis Beach Bar and Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro Property Shop
Location: Club Mossman Grill at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas
. . . . . . . . OPEN HOME
SEB Bingo Night With K-Star MAR Bingo Night With K-Star MAR Monthly Social Dancing 55 Reef Club/62-64 Davidson St
7 Time: 5pm-8pm Time: 6.30pm-8pm Time: 6.30pm-9.30pm P ’
. R . ort Douglas
Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro 6 Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro 13 Location: PULLMAN SEA Tuesda ﬁ/larch 3
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas TEMPLE Ys
. . 3.20pm-3.35pm
rFeB Rockin’ Rick Karaoke MAR World Day of Prayer MAR Jamie Mac Solo Property Shop
27 Time: 7.30pm-10.30pm 6 Time: 9am-10.30am 13 performer
Location: Club Mossman Location: Mossman Assembly of Time: 7.30pm-10.30pm OPEN HOME
God, 41 Mossman Gorge Road, Location: Club Mossman 28 Marine Parade, Newell
FEB prby Longstaff Mossman Saturday, March 7
28 Time: 1pm-4pm 10am-11am
Location: Ellis Beach Bar & Grill  MAR Richie Langford
Property Shop

6 Time: 7.30pm-10.30pm
Location: Club Mossman

FEB Author Talk
28 Time: 10am-11am
Location: Mossman Library MAR Working Bee at Mossman

MAR Indonesian Night 7 Bptamc Garden
. Time: 8am-10am
3 Time: 5pm-8pm .
. . . Location: Garden of Wowen
Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro Memories at MBG
at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

OFAD
o

.. . MAR ivi i Scan the QR code to list
MAR Trivia nght I.rIVI.E:s';l(I)ght8 your property, and |tvylll
Time: 6.30pm-8pm 12 Ime: 6.5Upm-opm be added to our print

5 L Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro edition for free.

Location: 3Sixteen Bar & Bistro

at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas at Ramada Resort, Port Douglas

Visit www.newsport.com.au to list your event for free
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Will and Malia, both 6, were having fun with a very big basketball at the
Douglas Heat Basketball Club sign-on day earlier this month, with a host
of other players attending the Mossman event. Picture: DHBC

SPORTS DIGEST

New leader In
the indoor golf

The father and son combination of
Dave and Rhys have become the
first two-time winners in Round
6 of the Daddyshack Indoor Am-
brose League on Ireland’s Druids
Glen course.

This was a great effort con-
sidering there was already a very
good score posted by new leaders
Joe and Matt, but two late bird-
ies got them over the line by one
point.

There also is a change at the
top, with the leaders having two
bad-scoring weeks in a row and
Joe and Matt taking over on top
of the table.

This week it's the always very
challenging Royal County Down.

This course is voted number
one in the world for a reason.

The links fairways will be run-
ning, and the wind will be blowing,
so look out!

Season Standings are:
1. Joe/Matt 149 pts

2. Dave/Rhys 148 pts
3. Peter/John 146 pts
4. Tim/Peter 145 pts
5. Doug/Jamie 143 pts
6. Mark/Nick 95 pts

7. Deb/Bec 85 pts

8. Brad/Simon 47 pts

CRICKET

The Muddies cricket teams were
both washed out again on the
weekend.

This week the Thirds team takes
on Barron River in Port Douglas
on Saturday from 1pm, while the
Fourths face Mulgrave at Walker
Road in Cairns on Sunday from
12.30pm.

CROCS AFL

The Port Douglas Crocs AFL
women'’s team has a new coach.

Anthony Wilson started out
in Victoria before moving to
Queensland at age 16, where he
played juniors for Surfers Paradise
and Southport.

He played under-19s for Preston

SPORTS BRIEFS

in the Victorian Football Associa-
tion and Southport before moving
to Pennant Hills in Sydney.

Anthony finished his playing
days at Surfers Paradise, highlight-
ed by a 1998 reserves premiership
and five consecutive over-30s pre-
mierships. Since 2017, he has been
a key part of the Moranbah Bull-
dogs, including coaching the wom-
en’s program.

LAWN BOWLS

Mossman’s Malachy McTaggart
lost the final of the Tropical Far
North Queensland Singles Cham-
pionship to Innisfail bowler John
Phillips at West Cairns on Satur-
day.

Your Trusted Local Cabinet Makers,

With over 20 Years Trade Experience [l
QBCC 15396967

0476 319 885 - Shed 9,9 - 11 Teamsters Close Craiglie

www.apscabinetmakers.com.au | info@apscabinetmakers.com.au
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Nalker, 18, is touring'the US.

- Picture: Shaun Hollis

New

Douglas Shire New

wSport

Shaun Hollis

Cooya Beach basketballer Khyjuan
Walker is getting set for the adventure
of his young lifetime, with a tour of US
colleges on the horizon.

The small forward, 18, has enrolled in
the Strive basketball program, which is
touring the US in May and July. In May,
those selected for the program visit Des
Moines, lowa, and Kansas City, Missouri,
while in July the selected players go to
Nashville, Tennessee, and Chicago, llli-
nois.

Khyjuan says he wants to do all he can
to have the best chance of playing pro-
fessional basketball.

“| feel a bit nervous but I'm just going
to keep training, working hard, and then,
just trust the process,” Khyjuan says.

“I'd really love to, but at the end of the
day if | can’t, well, it's alright.”

If things work out on his first US tour,
he will definitely try out for a US college
scholarship, he says. And there are also
some other key take-outs he is looking
forward to during the tour.

“Probably the food, and the experi-
ence, of course,” he says.

Which food in particular?

“Pizzas.”

The young 188cm Cooya local has
previously been selected to play repre-
sentative basketball for the Cairns Mar-
lins, and is currently playing senior and
under-19s division one in Cairns.

For further details or to donate to a
fundraising drive for the US tour, contact
mum Selina Walker on 0403403528.

S

THE TIN SHED

BOUGLAS COMBUINITY & SPORTS CLUS INC'

T ASHFORD AVE OPEN 7 DAYE 4099 5553

"SUPPORTING QUR
COMMUNITY"

b
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Enjoy a wood-fire
or a hearty steak in a cosy,
relaxed and
family friendly atmosphere.

Rattle N’ Hum Bar and Grill
38 Macrossan St

0423 249 913

NEWSPORT PRINT

Lighthouse
Electrical solutions

Lighting the way for homes
and businesses
Call us today

0455 375 460
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