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Packed to hilt

Shaun Hollis

Port Douglas Backpackers on
Warner Street in the CBD is aim-
ing to expand its capacity by more
than 70 beds.

Currently able to fitin 148 trav-

ellers at one time, owners RRL
One want to increase that capac-
ity to 222 by adding more beds
to the current 28 rooms to make
26 eight-bed dorms and two sev-
en-bed dorms.

The plan includes convert-

ing the current shop space into
a shared recreation and kitchen
area, adding five more bathrooms
and toilets, expanding the laundry

and adding more decking. Cheers to venue
Continued Page 6 | SUCCESS = P7
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COCKTAIL LOUNGE

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

- UNIQUE COCKTAILS
- WORLD CLASS TAPAS
. SOCIAL DARTS

cosmospd.com.au @cosmos_port_douglas  26/9 Grant Street
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Smashing plan
for pool venue

Shaun Hollis

Port Douglas may be getting a
brand new pool hall above the
Wicked Ice Cream shop on Mac-
rossan Street.

The company behind the plan,
Delu Nominees, wants to put 10
eight-ball tables and a bar into the
second-storey centre, with open-
ing hours set to be from 10am to
10pm, seven days a week.

“The proposal will contribute
positively to the vibrancy, econo-
my and tourism appeal of the Port
Douglas town centre by offering
an additional recreational activity
for both residents and visitors,” a
report submitted to the Douglas
Shire Council planning authority
states.

“The site benefits from estab-
lished on-site and on-street park-
ing, high walkability, and strong
access to shuttle transport and
nearby short-term accommoda-
tion.”

Newsport understands one as-
pect of the plan is to help attract

A new pool hall may be coming to
this upstairs venue.

district-wide pool competitions to
the region, which cannot be played
now because there are no venues
with four or more pool tables.

If approved, the “dedicated in-
door pool hall” will feature “com-
petition-grade tables, coaching
opportunities, and a small ancillary
bar service area”, according to the
plans.

The total size of the new venue
is expected to be close to 200sq m.

Housing estate
plan for former
luxury resort site

About 40 new homes will be built
on the former $300m luxury Fair-
mont Resort site on Port Douglas
Road if plans submitted to Doug-
las Shire Council late last month
are approved for a new estate
called “Sanctuary Greens”.

The vacant block at 71-85 Port
Douglas Road, Port Douglas, was
recently sold to developers Sey-
mour Land after liquidators ac-
quired the property following a
scandal involving the disappear-
ance of millions of dollars in su-
perannuation funds.

The sale took place after for-
mer top executive Paul Chiodo
was linked to both the Shield Mas-
ter Fund, where more than 5000
investors have lost an average
of about $160,000, and a now-
scrapped $300m Port Douglas
Fairmont Resort planned for the
about 2ha vacant block. Colliers
Cairns - the agent in charge of the
land sale - confirmed in Septem-
ber the property was under con-
tract, but was not able to share
any more details at that stage.

Plans for about 40 medi-
um-density homes were submit-
ted to the DSC on December 22.

OAKS.

Hotels, Resorts & Suites

Make Galentine’s unforgettable at Oaks Port Douglas Resort!

Sip a welcome cocktail, enjoy roaming canapés and dance to live
DJ beats in cool, air-conditioned style with your favourite people.

Friday 13 February « 7PM - 10PM

BOOK NOW

OAKS PORT DOUGLAS RESORT, 87-109 PORT DOUGLAS RD, PORT DOUGLAS QLD 4877
P: 07 4099 8900|E: EVIPORTDOUGLAS @ THEOAKSGROUP.COM.AU

* Terms & conditions apply. Please scan QR code to view booking page for more info.

INCLUDES
WELCOME COCKTAIL
& CANAPES

80

PER PERSON
*T&C'S APPLY
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Sunken hopes

Shaun Hollis

Have you ever felt that sinking
feeling deep down in your heart?

A pair of cars and a boat have
all wound up underwater in Far
North Queensland across the
past fortnight, but the bravery
and community spirit of locals and
passers-by have helped ease the
pain in some cases for the owners. =

A good Samaritan from a Doug-
las Shire yacht club stepped in to
help a vehicle owner whose car
and trailer had accidentally ended
up in the water at Port Douglas.

The Port Douglas Yacht Club
member saw the distraught owner
at the start of last week who had
lost control of his car at Dickson
Inlet and could not afford to hire
a tow truck to retrieve it from the
drink.

The Yachty member offered to
help off their own back, winching
the trailer and ute out.

Douglas Shire local Phillip Kil-
foy posted photos of the car res-
cue online.

“When things went sideways,
a PDYC member stepped up,” Mr
Kilfoy stated.

“Well done to our amazing
member.”

Meanwhile, at the Laura River,
an occupant managed to scramble
to safety as the car he was driving
was washed away.

Video creator Niki Ruker, who
lives at a nearby station, called for
a new bridge after the incident.

And regular Newsport reader
Jake Wyatt photographed a sub-
merged boat - believed to be a WA
pearl lugger - in the Dickson Inlet
last week. Do you know whose
boat it is?
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A car is swept away while crossing the Laura River, a sunken pearl

lugger in Dickson Inlet and a car and trailer underwater at Port Douglas.
Pictures: Niki Ruker, Jake Wyatt, Phillip Kilfoy

SINGH APPEALING SENTENCE
Rajwinder Singh has filed an ap-
peal against his conviction for the
murder of Toyah Cordingley at
Wangetti Beach.

Former Innisfail nurse Singh
was convicted by a jury of 12 peo-
ple last month in the Queensland
Supreme Court in Cairns of the
2018 murder of the former Paws
and Claws animal shelter volun-
teer.

Given a month to appeal his
life sentence, which included a
non-parole period of 25 years,
Singh last week exercised his op-
tion not long before the deadline
expired.

CHILDCARE STAYING SHUT
Mossman’s Goodstart childcare
centre will remain closed until at
least February despite assuranc-
es from the owners in November
that it would be reopening at the
start of last week.

A Goodstart Early Learning
Centre spokesperson said the
centre would remain closed “due
to ongoing staffing shortages”.

“We have been in regular con-
tact with the 12 families who de-
pend on our centre and have apol-
ogised for the disruption this has
caused,” they said.

THIEVES STEAL SAILS
Heartless thieves have stolen a
pair of large shade sails from a
Wonga Beach playground at the
peak of the wet-season-build-up
heat.

Both sails were cut down from
the Wonga Beach Community
Park playground some time across
the Christmas period, with Doug-
las Shire Council issuing an appeal
for information about the theft
last week.

“This is incredibly disappoint-
ing for our community, especial-
ly for local families who use the
playground over the holidays,” the
DSC stated.

SHIRE COUNCIL
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Top Indigenous chef hitting town

BUSINESS FEATURE
Contributor article

Port Douglas food lovers have a
rare chance to experience a taste
of Berowra Waters Inn as head
chef Jack Brown joins Sheraton
Grand Mirage Resort for two ex-
clusive events this month.

Recipient of the 2025 Gourmet
Traveller Icon Award, the venue in
NSW has been a cornerstone of
Australia’s fine-dining scene since
the mid 1980s.

Jack draws on his First Nations
heritage, blending French tech-
niques with sustainably sourced
native ingredients that celebrate
Australia’s Indigenous culinary
traditions.

You can experience his distinc-
tive style during a takeover dinner
at The Deck tomorrow (Friday,
January 16), or learn from the chef
himself during an exclusive mas-
terclass on Saturday (January 17).

Known for seeking edible trea-
sures in local gardens, Jack is on a
mission to elevate native produce
to fine-dining brilliance.

Before Berowra Waters Inn, he
has led Zin House, a one-hatted
farm-to-table restaurant in the

Berowra Waters Inn head hhef Jack Brown blends his First Nations heritage with fine-din.ing-j mastery to create
unforgettable cuisine. Picture: Supplied

NSW wine region, and Printhie
Wines in Orange, where he earnt
a chef hat within 18 months.

The takeover dinner will fea-
ture a six-course degustation with
expertly paired wines, bringing a
taste of the iconic NSW restaurant

to Port Douglas. Guests will enjoy
mud crab custard, fire-roasted
coral trout, and Atherton Table-
lands beef, finishing with choco-
late tart with Daintree vanilla ice
cream and a selection of hand-
made petit fours.

“It’s a privilege to be able to
bring one of Australia’s most
amazing dining institutions to
Tropical North Queensland,” says
resort culinary director Belinda
Tuckwell.

&
FNQ BBEG & OUTDOORS

Stockists of the Premium Weber BBQ range
as weII as Outdoor Teak Furmture

Local Indlgehous ceramics, textlles, prl"' '
and authentic merchandise::100% Indlgenous owned.

42-44 Macrossan Street, Port Douglas 4877
Monday — Saturday 10AM - 5PM
. 0408 868 799

Family owned and local - 23 Anderson St, Manunda .F yalanjiarts

(07) 4055 8335 £ sales@fngbbg.com.au \/: www.fngbbg.com.au

Wweber - STORE]

@ 0740995994 @ hello@williamscete.com.au @ www.williamscete.com.au
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Snake season now on

Shaun Hollis

Authorities are warning
Queenslanders to remain vigi-
lant when it comes to venomous
snakes in Far North Queensland,
with more than 220 people at-
tending four of our hospitals with
confirmed snake bites last year,
including 26 at Mossman hospital.

The wet season months of No-
vember-March are a particularly
active time for the reptiles in the
tropics, authorities warn.

Cairns hospital had 142 con-
firmed snakebite presentations
last year, while Mareeba hospital
had 29 and Atherton hospital 26.

January had the highest num-
ber of presentations last year, fol-
lowed by November and March,
with December and February not
far behind.

Mossman wildlife carer and
snakecatcher Brydie Maro says
her company Tropical Wildlife
Rescue receives about one call a
day on average, with the wet sea-
son the peak time.

“If it’s in someone’s house, say
behind the washing machine, we'll
go out and get it,” Ms Maro said.

“It's more seasonal, like in wet
season - | had three the other day.”

“Itis quite a few.”

Ms Maro said her role was of-
ten about educating people as to
whether the snake was venomous,
and whether it may be better off
just being left alone to move on.

She will ask people to send her
a photo of the snake, when safe to
do so, so she can identify what the
danger level is.

“If it's something venomous |
get them to keep an eye on it and
| attend straight away if | can.

“Don’t touch the snake, don't

poke it, don’t try and flick it out
with a stick or anything because
that just annoys them,” she said.

“They get cranky pretty quick.”

The most dangerous snakes
found in our coastal regions in-
clude death adders and red-belly
black snakes, while taipans and
brown snakes are more common
on the Tablelands.

Some of the more detailed
snake-callout information record-
ed in the region by the Queensland
Ambulance Service last year in-
cluded three in November.

A woman in her 20s was rushed
from Port Douglas to Mossman
hospital after a snake bite on Da-
vidson Street, while a man in his
40s was taken to Mareeba hospi-
tal in a stable condition following
a snake biting his leg at a Mareeba
home in mid November.

And a Port Douglas woman in
her 60s was rushed to Mossman
hospital after reportedly being bit-
ten by a snake.

A teenage boy was admitted to
Mossman hospital with a snake
bite in late July, while a local
shuttle-bus driver was airlifted to
Cairns hospital in January after re-
portedly being bitten by a brown
snake while at the Port Douglas
Surf Club public toilets.

The Exemplar Coaches and
Limousines driver, who was pre-
paring to pick up passengers for
an airport transfer, had stopped
to use the public toilet next to the
Port Douglas Surf Club.

If you are concerned about a
snake in your house or garden,
contact Brydie on 0423640209
or her business partner Chris on
0410417605.

= aalk

Tropical Wildlife Rescue’s Brydie Maro with Celia the close-to-2m black-
headed python. Picture: Shaun Hollis
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Build Your Perfect Kitchen

with Bower Cabinets

You design, we create w .

0437 732 286 | INFO@BOWERBUILDING.NET



Packing
them up
to the
rafters

From Page One

“The Port Douglas region has
experienced significant growth of
its tourism and hospitality indus-
tries over the last 25 years and is
facing a shortfall in accommoda-
tion for transient employees and
visitors alike,” a report submitted
to Douglas Shire Council about
the expansion plan states.

“The number of beds per dorm
is in accordance with the relevant
fire code.”

The plan for the popular back-
packer accommodation, at 37-39
Warner Street, Port Douglas, also
includes a new gym and more bike
and scooter parking. But six of the
current carparks are proposed to

The current backpacker site and, inset, the expansion plans. Main picture: Shaun Hollis

and discarding their rubbish onthe of approximately 150m2 of of- will assess the application across

be removed, leaving 22 carparks footpaths in the area. fice and shop land uses reduces coming months and decide wheth-
on site. Warner Street currently “No changes to operational the parking demand for off street er the plan will go ahead in its cur-
has a long-running issue of people hours (and) traffic are proposed,” parking.” rent form or if amendments will be
camping in their cars overnight the report states. “The removal The DSC's planning authority required.

Need urgent storage - R —
workshop - studio space?

Available now and centrally
located at 27 Warner Street.
Short or long term Bl

Your Trusted Local Cabinet Makers,
monthly rental. With over 20 Years Trade Experience (=]

QBCC 15396967

0476 319 885 - Shed 9,9 - 11 Teamsters Close Craiglie

CONTACT ANDREW NOW ON - 0419757 864 .,

www.apscabinetmakers.com.au | info@apscabinetmakers.com.au

¥\ Australia Day

2026 &
Australia Day
Awards Ceremony

Celebrate our local legends

@ Port Douglas Community Hall | 5:30 PM DOUGLAS

SHIRE COUNCIL
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Six months in, Cosmos COcktall Lounge owners Angela and Ady Whittaker are delighting guesl:s with a refreshed
tapas menu and “bull’s eye” cocktail spheres. Picture: Leandro Furlanetto

BUSINESS FEATURE
Jamie Jansen

Since opening its doors on Grant
Street in July, Cosmos Cocktail
Lounge has been making waves
in Port Douglas with a nightlife
experience that’s anything but
ordinary, and now the venue is
shaking things up with exciting
new offerings.

A new tapas menu and quirky
signature “Bull's Eye” cocktail
spheres are giving locals and vis-
itors even more reason to stop
by. The spoon-shaped, flavourful
shots, designed to be enjoyed
between plates, have quickly be-
come an Instagram favourite.

After six months of running the
venue, owner Angela Whittaker
said the journey so far has been
both fast-paced and rewarding.

“It’s been incredible seeing peo-
ple enjoy what we've created,” she
said. “We're always looking for
ways to keep it fresh and fun for
our guests.”

The idea for the cocktail
spheres came from house mixolo-
gist Alex Karimni, who spotted the
concept online and adapted it for
Cosmos’ menu.

“They're made from scratch
daily and last just 48 hours,” An-
gela said, “so each one is a special
treat.”

Fresh menu highlights

The refreshed tapas menu is
crafted to complement the drinks
and encourage sharing, with dish-
es ranging from kingfish sashimi
crudo and truffle tartare to pork
belly skewers, and plenty of glu-
ten-free options.

Cosmos’ playful dart theme

continues through the menu, with
wagyu sliders, popcorn chicken,
chorizo, and even olives arriving
adorned with gold darts. Recent
additions to the venue include
a curated wine rack with bottles
handpicked to pair with drinks
or dishes, and extended kitchen
hours, open until 10.30pm Mon-
day to Thursday, 11.30pm Friday
and Saturday, and 9.30pm Sunday,
perfect for late-night cravings.
For more info and the new
menu, visit: cosmospd.com.au

[=lazpi=] To read the full
story scan this QR
[=]

code
Want to showcase your business
with a business feature? Please
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

Bar hlts a bllseye

The new microbrewery set-up.

Microbrewery
onsite, ready

Comprising some 11 stainless
steel vessels, the components
of a state-of-the-art, on-site mi-
crobrewery were being installed
yesterday at Hemingway’s Brew-
ery development situated at The
Reef Marina Port Douglas.

Brewery Consultant Costa Ni-
kias from Beverage and Brewing
Consulting in Melbourne was
on site to oversee the installa-
tion and expected to have all
equipment in place by yester-
day evening. Once in place the
equipment will be commissioned
and will take approximately one
month before testing begins.

The key pieces of equipment
being installed include a hot li-
qguor tank, cold liquor tank, six
5000 litre fermentation vessels,
two bright beer tanks and a 12HL
mash tun, which is a vessel used
in the mashing process to convert
the starches in crushed grains
into sugars for fermentation; and
a 12HL kettle, considered the
heart of the brewery.

Construction began last Au-
gust, with the much-anticipated
two-level venue set to open in
May.

Access thousands
of archived stories
since 2009 here

e

A Whﬂeaway

BOOKS & dDFFEE.._

'u\ \ F 4
2:/43M'iacr'ossén Street

Port Douglas, QLD 4877
@whileawayportdouglas

Thursday, January 15, 2026

Open 7 days, 9am to 5pm

BUBBLE TEA CLASSES AND PARTIES THIS
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS, CHECK § ="

PORT DOUGLAS

NEWSPORT PRINT

Shop for your SchoolUniform
at lves Mensland

07 4098 3666
31 Front St Mossman
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Luxury eco-resort plan for Wonga

Byron Filmer

Close to 70 luxury units have been
proposed for the long-vacant
“Redbacks” site at Wonga Beach
as part of a “world class luxury
and service resort complex”.

A development application has
been submitted to the Douglas
Shire Council for the site at 18
Oasis Drive, with 66 apartments
planned.

The application has raised both
concern and intrigue among Won-
ga Beach locals online, with some
worried that the community will
not benefit from a large-scale de-
velopment such as this.

Submitted by Kelly Reaston De-
velopment and Property Services,
the application shows designs for
a unique building style with ele-
vated, circular villas.

They are described as a “world
first” for eco-tourism, boasting
protection from king-tide flood-
water and tropical cyclones.

The main complex contains a
bar/cafe and a restaurant leading
out to a reef lagoon pool. The main
building also includes a conference
space, a spa, an interpretive centre
and ocean views.

This luxury eco-resort plan has been lodged with the Douglas Shire
Council planning department. Picture: Supplied

The plan has faced a minor
Council roadblock in that it was
not properly submitted according
to the Planning Act - the DSC has
written to the applicant that an
appropriate level of information

was not provided to set an appli-
cation fee and the mandatory En-
vironmentally Relevant Activity
form was not completed.

The applicant has disputed the
first point about the application

fee, but has agreed to complete
the ERA section.

Several locals have taken to
social media in support of the
proposed application, while some
have argued against it.

Mick Heasman said “nice to
see development enough to bring
more tourists into the Shire, we
need the same at Port”, while Prue
Dethridge encouraged everyone
to read the full application while
questioning the community ben-
efits.

“There will be no room for lo-
cals there,” she said.

“They can't get a six-star rating
unless locals are happy to pay.

“Then we will have backpack-
ers, workers, traffic and still have
to go elsewhere for a beer.”

Commenter Leah Jet brought
up concerns that locals will lose
access to the existing pathway.

“Hope the path will still be ac-
cessible to walk,” she said.

“Especially for our kids getting
to and fro safely to both sides of
Wonga.

“I'd hate to lose access to that.”

POSITIONS VACANT CLASSIFIEDS
'-\,_",1 I_'_f_'l ] c-n-q.. "y:-"\ﬂ
Need Transport? RS

Full-Time Landscape
Gardener

We're on the lockout for a new
team member fo join our
landscape maintenance crew.
Experience is a bonus, but
attitude and being a good fit
for the team are just as
important.

E: greenleaf@port.net.au

Food & Beverage

Assistant

Qur busy Lilies Restaurant,
overFooiing the beautiful
Hartley's Lagoon, is seeking to
fill two casual food & beverage
positions. A mature, resilient

roach and excellent
r'e|tc1b||P are essential for these
roles.
E: restaurant@crocodileadventures.com

We offer transport outside of Part Douglas,
including destinations across the wider Douglas
Shire and Cairns.

Cost; Our service is FREE, though gold coin
donations are always appreciated to help keep
this community initiative running.

Ready to book your ride?

Call 4055 5518 aor

email racy@pdnc org.au

Flease make sure to book at least 24 hours in
atvance.

Note: Transport is only available for trips
outside Port Douglas.

WANTED TO BUY

Wanted to buy land with

water, fertile to grow
collection of trees.

Call: 0487 233 525

REAL ESTATE

2 Seabrook Avenue
Port Douglas, QLD 4877

=] s
5 = [ P
— @D

Price: $1,395,000+

24 Wharf Street 4098 2501 raywhiteportdouglas.com.ai

5 Sun lrd CIose
Port Douglas, QLD !.E'J"?

oflel-0c

Price: Offers ﬂver‘51 L145,000

Part Daugled | 0425 J45 771 | progertys hocpertdeuglan.com

324 Mowbray River Road,

Mowbray, QLD 4877

Price: $880,000

B 18 T2 277 | tomy hu.com.au

CTPORT DOUGLA

6324/316 Port Douglas
Road

[Ramada Resort], Port Douglas, QLD 4877

=Y 1=

Price: $200,000

/54 Macressan Street 4027 1800 | rhocomaau/portdouglas
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YOU SAID IT! Opinion Page

IF FLOODED, FORGET IT

Alister Pike

Fixxt! Darwinism at work.....
Nik Vivien

He's still waiting for his audition
for the King Gee commercial.

Corey Seaton

Sorry, but no sympathy for these
fools! Although | hope no-one
died, there is a part of me that
hope that their insurance compa-
nies just go “Computer says no...”

Ashley Egan

There’s a pajero or prado buried
nearly to the roof just there were
they went off last year. | saw it a
few times. | wish | took a picture.

Adam Carey

Having crossed several rivers
and creeks, some low and some
very high, it's a judgment that
you must make. And there are
some key factors that need to be
addressed before you do it.

Natasha Fyles

The depth indicator is showing
that the water is 800mm deep;
that is a lot of sidewards force
against the vehicle when the river
is flowing that fast.

Glenn Sheppard

This was pretty much driver er-
ror, he went too close to the edge
and drove off. The two vehicles
behind him drove through not
long after.

Jo Woods

Bloody idiots. They don’t know
what is flooded and forget it.
They know what risk and death
is. Absolutely bloody idiots.

Brooke Urch
It's about time there was fines
issued for having no brains.

Vinny Ozorio
No sympathy for people doing

this stupid action. Endangering
others’ lives trying to rescue
them.

IT'S ALL SO EXPENSIVE

JB Blockey

| was thinking that in the 5 min-
utes it took to read Jungle Drum
that the CPI had gone up 1000%!!
Perhaps Al will read this and
spew out the new news...

Christopher Saint

He forgot one important factor
here - greedy landlords con-
tinually raising rents for small
businesses. You'd have to walk
around Port Douglas with your
eyes closed at the moment not to
notice the businesses closed or
about to close. What is it in our
tax system that permits com-
mercial property owners to be
happy to leave premises empty
rather than accept a reasonably
negotiated rent? Or am | missing
something?

Alf Craig

And every time the Ergon bills
hit town the town goes deathly
quiet for a fortnight... And now
the cost-of-living rebate has been
ended this economic crippler will
really bite even harder.

WATER CAR RESCUED

Michael McCall

Well done on getting the boat and
trailer out. There are still good
things happening. He should get a
couple of cartons out of that.

Ann Johnston
Wow, | don'’t think | would be
getting in there.

MOSSMAN LOCO-ATED

Reginald Thomas

You could have asked the guy
that brought it for the actual
story. Owner right here.

Nort Weir

Beat me to it.

| was going to post some pictures
of it while they are still refurbish-
ing it.

MORE PORT HOUSING

Hamish Melody

The only reason it is well known
is because we all know nothing
will happen on this land. lol.

Matthew Paul
Cool, another 40 Airbnbs.

Nicola Hood
Meanwhile, the Marina and
Macrossan Street are looking

more and more like ghost towns...

maybe the council needs to
look at these areas... imagine a
main street full of bustling small
businesses and a waterfront of
bars and restaurants... | dare to
dream....

Josh Mullins
If the council doesn’t say no to
development it will go ahead!

. The new Port Douglas underwater ‘1

| tour service proved popular... W

g

e

Harry Barnes
White elephant.

Rod Davis

Good luck to any developer
trying to get finance for tourism
accom in FNQ.

Gone are the days of building
more resorts after Airbnb has
gutted the pro-tourism game.
Ponder how little has been built
for tourists in the last 10 years
and figure it out.

Douglas needs housing, not more
empty holiday apartments.

Leith Keegan

Yeah... That'll solve homelessness
and the lack of worker accommo-
dation in the Shire.

Nice.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Send your let-
ters and comments to editor@
newsport.com.au or post com-
ments on our Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages.

LOOKING FOR
HINGS TO DO .

Download the FREE
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Olivia Mason and Jarvis Binkin.

D Ml |

Owen and Craig Wall.

Edwards.

Amber Williamson, Tia Butt, Gordon Murray and Tommy

JAN Trivia with Supa Sal and
1 5 Wevs

Time: 7pm-8.30pm

Location: Club Mossman

JAN Takeover dinner at

16 Sheraton with Jack
Brown of Berowra
Waters Inn
Time: 6.30pm-10.30pm
Location: Feast Restaurant -
Sheraton Grand Mirage Port
Douglas

JAN Yahdoh
17 Time: 7.30pm-10.30pm
Location: Club Mossman

JAN Daintree Saltwater

17 Barramundi Masterclass
Time: 12.30pm-2pm
Location: Feast Restaurant -
Sheraton Grand Mirage Resort

JAN RowIY @ Ellis Beach Bar
17 &Grill
Time: 5.30pm-8.30pm
Location: Ellis Beach Bar and
Grill

JAN Candice Bliss @ Ellis
18 Beach Bar & Grill
Time: 1pm-4pm
Location: Ellis Beach Bar and
Grill

JAN

JAN

20

JAN

22

JAN

23

JAN

23

JAN

23

Wet Season Indoor Golf
League - Round 6

Time: 10am-6pm

Location: Daddyshack Indoor
Golf, Grant St, Port Douglas

Book Binding a Journal
with Bianca

Time: 2.30pm-4pm
Location: Mossman Library

Book Binding a Journal
with Bianca

Time: 10.30am-12pm
Location: Mossman Library

Bingo with K-Star
Time: 7pm-8.30pm
Location: Club Mossman

Phoebe and Zane @ Ellis
Beach Bar & Girill

Time: 5.30pm-8.30pm
Location: Ellis Beach Bar and
Grill

From Land to Sea: The
People’s Story

Time: 9am-February 22
Location: Tanks Arts Centre
Gallery

Dave Dusch
Time: 7.30pm-10.30pm
Location: Club Mossman

JAN

JAN

25

JAN

25

JAN

26

JAN

26

Australia Day Long
Weekend Party at Ellis
Beach Bar & Grill!

Time: 5pm-10pm

Location: Ellis Beach Bar and
Grill

Tessa Devine @ Ellis
Beach Bar & Grill

Time: 1pm-4pm

Location: Ellis Beach Bar and
Grill

Sunset Session x Café del
Mar

Time: 4.30pm-8.30pm
Location: Sheraton Grand
Mirage Resort Port Douglas

Shannon Hunter @ Ellis
Beach Bar & Grill

Time: 1pm-4pm

Location: Ellis Beach Bar and
Grill

Wet Season Indoor Golf
League - Round 7

Time: 10am-6pm

Location: Daddyshack Indoor
Golf, Grant St, Port Douglas

REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOME
5 Sunbird Close, Port Douglas

Thursday, January 15
2pm - 2.30pm
Property Shop

OPEN HOME

8 Beach Close, Port Douglas
Thursday, January 15
5pm-5.30pm

Ray White

OPEN HOME

C324, 316 Port Douglas Road, Port
Douglas

Saturday, January 17

10am

Raine & Horne

[
o

Scan the QR code to list
your property, and it will
be added to our print
edition for free.

Visit www.newsport.com.au to list your event for free
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SPORTS DIGEST

CRICKET

With games cancelled across the
league last weekend due to Tropi-
cal Cyclone Kaoji, the two Mud-
dies teams are keen to return to
the field this weekend.

The fifth-placed Thirds team

is set to face seventh-placed
Norths at Griffiths Park in Cairns
from 1pm on Saturday.

And the eighth-placed Fourths
are scheduled to come up against
sixth-placed Mareeba at Mareeba
from 12.30pm on Sunday.

INDOOR GOLF
There was a four-way tie in the
Daddyshack indoor golf wet sea-
son indoor ambrose on Saturday,
with all teams playing well around
the National Old Course on Mel-
bourne’s Mornington Peninsula.
Joe and Matt won the countback
due to a magnificent eagle two
on the 18th hole.
Bad luck to Dave and Rhys, Tim
and Peter, and John and Peter,
who all got so close.
The yearly race has new leaders
as well. The points are:

1. Peter/Tim 83 pts

2. John/Peter 80 pts

3. Joe/Matt 78 pts

4. Dave/Rhys 77 pts

5. Doug/Jamie 74 pts

6. Mark/Nick 73 pts

7. Deb/Bec 64 pts

8. Lance/Ryan 26 pts

9. Jay/Nicole 26 pts
This week’s course is Brookwater
and teams have seven days to
play the 4th round. There is still
time to join in all the fun. A cash
prize is on offer every week, so
grab a golfing buddy and call

Douglas Heat Basketball Club
has big plans for 2026, including
a new Wednesday night competi-
tion in Mossman and new repre-
sentative junior teams.

The ambitious plans are set
to be ratified at the club’s Annu-
al General Meeting on Thursday,
February 5. President Karlie Al-
bury said she was hoping to build
on an “amazing year” in 2025,
where the club relocated to Moss-
man sports centre and made oth-
er changes to help with “bringing
back the community spirit”.

The current competitions for
juniors and adults will remain in
place in 2026, with a sign-on day
to be held on February 14, and-
term-one competitions to start
the week of February 23.
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The Douglas Heat basketball club’s 2025 presentation night was a big

hit. Pictures: Supplied

Sharks to

From Page 12

The new scoreboard, which will
be paid for through a State Gov-
ernment grant, will be brighter
than the current one, and should
be visible from virtually anywhere
around the arena.

The Port Douglas Muddies will
also potentially be able to post
score sheets and other statistics
on the screen during cricket sea-

build new

son, should they wish to do so.
The grant money has been made
available through the Gambling
Community Benefit Fund, which
taxes poker-machine venues to
return some cash to grassroots
sports clubs. And the Crocs are
not the only ones to benefit from
the fund recently, with the Sharks
Rugby League Club receiving
$20,000 last month to build new
cabinets at their Mossman roomes.

cabinets

CAIRNS CITY

1(17 9 111 11?pm

How the new Crocs scorehoard is
expected to look. Picture: Supplied
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Crocs’ great score

Shaun Hollis

Port Douglas oval is set to have
a brand new “state-of-the-art”
electronic scoreboard installed
before the start of the AFL Cairns

season. The $70,000, 5m-wide-
by-3.5m-high installation, which
is set to go in the same spot as
the current outdated one, will be
capable of playing action replays.

It can even play movies if the
AFL club wants to hold a family
fundraiser film night down the
track.

Port Douglas Crocs president

Matt Laskey said the old score-
board would be coming down soon
and the new one should “hopefully
be up in the next month or two”.

Continued Page 11

DRINK & DINE

#ﬂ- LCOUMFORIT

THE TIN SHED

’ DOUGLAS COMMUNITY & SF
OPEN 7 DAYS

T5 CLUB INC:
4099 2553

T ASHFORD AVE

“SUPPORTING OUR
COMMUNITY"

®
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DISCOVER THE
CRAIC AT PADDY’S

Open every day offering
(unch, dmneg,
Gumness and (Uhiskeys.

MACROSSAN STREET, PORT DOUGLAS
11.30AM TIL LATE

NEWSPORT PRINT

THE ORIGIMAL & ONLY
All-in-one Reformer
Pilates + Barre Fit Studio
In Port Douglas,

Specials packages
with spa treatments at
The Deep Retreat

Lighthouse
Electrical solutions

LINWTHOUSE

ELECTRICAL

Lighting the way for homes

and businesses
Call us today

0455 375 460
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