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Gallery’s major 
milestone - P3

Cup fever hits 
Shire  - P10

Handy win for 
Muddies - P11

Salsa Bar & Grill staff Paula MacLean, Timothy Johnston, Michael Rye, 
Lachlan Nossiter, Nia Roadley and Adrian de Posamentier are celebrating 
the restaurant’s latest accolade. Page 5

ON ROAD TO FINE DINING

Tax ruled out
Introducing a statewide tourist 
tax has been rejected by Tourism 
Minister Andrew Powell.

Mr Powell made the call in re-

sponse to a speech in Douglas 
Shire Council last week by Mayor 
Lisa Scomazzon, where she spoke 
in favour of “tourist levies” or a 
“visitor tax” being introduced to 

regions such as ours, to help pay 
for the costs of services including 
collecting rubbish, fixing roads and 
providing water.

Shaun Hollis

Continued Page 7

Picture: Shaun Hollis
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Last socials of 2025, 
performances by Sabor Dance 
Company group and Keep On  
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Newsport Print welcomes your 
community story submissions. Sub-
missions can be emailed to editor@
newsport.com.au. Please include 
the what, when, why and how and, 
preferably, with a picture.
Please also include a direct phone 
number and a full name so we can 
verify and confirm any further details 
when required to do so.
Please keep your submission or story 
to no more than 200 words and 
as succinct as possible. Newsport 
reserves the right to edit, modify, 
change and re-write your submission 
for clarity, brevity or legal reasons. 
The publishing of all contributed 
submissions is at the sole discretion 
of the editor.
Newsport Print also welcomes your 
story ideas, tips and leads.

About Newsport Whale heritage hopes
Douglas Shire Council has shown 
its support for the Douglas Local 
Marine Advisory Committee as it 
strives to have Port Douglas and 
the Ribbon Reefs, near Cook-
town, designated as a Whale Her-
itage Area.

In a letter of support approved 
at the most recent council meet-
ing, DSC says the initiative “aligns 
with our commitment to environ-
mental stewardship, cultural pres-
ervation, and sustainable tourism’’.

“The Douglas region is a unique 
and ecologically significant region, 
renowned for its rich marine bio-
diversity and its role as a critical 
habitat for whales and other ma-
rine species,’’ the letter states.

The support of the quest to 
make the region a WHA cited the 
migration of Humpback and Dwarf 
Minke Whales as a natural spec-
tacle “that can draw tourists from 
around the world’ and foster ap-
preciation for conservation. 

The move aims to secure rec-
ognition from the World Cetacean 
Alliance as Queensland’s third 
WHA outside Hervey Bay and The 
Whitsundays.

A bid is being made to land Port Douglas waters on a whale-heritage list.

If accepted, Port Douglas and 
Ribbons Reef would be one of 
just 12 international hotspots 
across the world. Thousands of 
Humpback and Dwarf Minke 
whales make the 10,000km trek 
from Antarctica to breed and rear 
calves in the tropical water off Far 
North Queensland between May 
and September each year.

“The designation of the region 
as a Whale Heritage Area will en-
hance our region’s reputation as 
a leader in sustainable tourism, 
while providing economic benefits 
and opportunities for education 
and community engagement,’’ the 

Bryan Littlely

council’s letter reads. Port Doug-
las dive and whale watching com-
pany Wavelength has catered for 
booming interest in the animals for 
more than a decade. 

East coast Humpback popu-
lations were almost wiped out in 
the 1960s, leaving fewer than 300.

Now more 50,000 Humpback 
whales migrate along Australia’s 
east coast every year, with an es-
timated 2000 venturing north to 
Cairns and Port Douglas.

Wavelength’s Jenny Edmond-
son said whale sightings in the 
area had grown, with 95 per cent 
being Humpbacks.
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Mossman High School
Sports Complex

From 8am-12pm

8TH NOV

Jam packed morning of family fun
with second hand stalls, jumping

castles, petting zoo, Wildlife Habitat,
 face painting, craft stall, food and

much more!

No denying roads

Ngarru Gallery has marked 15 
years as a leading destination for 
Indigenous art in Port Douglas. 

At the heart of the gallery’s suc-
cess is owner Nicola Hood, whose 
passion for art and culture drives 
the vision. Alongside a dedicated 

Climate change, and the denial of 
it by the Federal Opposition, have 
contributed to more damage to 
Far North Queensland roads than 
may otherwise have occurred, 
Leichhardt MP Matt Smith has 
told federal parliament.

During a parliamentary speech 
last week, our local federal MP 
said FNQ councils have been 
hurting from natural disasters, 

Nicola Hood has spent 15 years sharing the culture of Indigenous artists in Port Douglas. Picture: Jamie Jansen

News in Brief
HIGHWAY NIGHT WORKS
The start date for night closures 
of Captain Cook Highway for up 
to half an hour at a time has been 
confirmed by the State Govern-
ment Transport and Main Roads 
Department (TMR).

From Monday, November 10, 
roadworks between Cairns and 
Port Douglas are set to be stepped 
up between the hours of 6pm and 
6am until the morning of Saturday, 
November 15, which will require 
longer closures of the road to traf-
fic than are currently taking place.

The night closures will then 
continue from Monday to Friday, 
6pm-6am, until further notice.

HELLO TO THE WORLD 
The World is coming to Port 
Douglas in December… The lux-
ury residence cruise ship, that is.

The largest private residen-
tial yacht on Earth will be in Port 
Douglas waters on Saturday, De-
cember 6, fresh from a $30m 
revamp and with around 200 
passengers who own the 165 
homes valued between $1.5m and 
$10.5m each as part of a unique 
international community.

Residents of The World experi-
ence a journey of their own choos-
ing across every ocean and every 
continent on Earth.

PORT BOATING ACCIDENT
A man in his 20s was taken to 
Mossman hospital by ambulance 
in a stable condition on Sunday, 
October 26, after falling from a 
boat off the Port Douglas coast.

A Queensland Ambulance Ser-
vice spokeswoman confirmed 
paramedics attended the scene at 
Rex Smeal Park about 7pm, with 
the man treated for a foot injury.

W itnesses  repor ted to 
Newsport that police and the QAS 
were on the scene while the man 
lay on the ground surrounded by 
officers and paramedics.

particularly Cyclone Jasper. “I say 
to those opposite, climate change 
is real,” Mr Smith said.

“It’s why things are being dam-
aged more often.

“After a decade of neglect from 
the former Coalition government, 
denial on climate action has been 
hurting our road infrastructure.”

Mr Smith said his government 
is now “delivering record invest-
ment” into the regional road sys-

tem, which includes $210m for 
the Kuranda Range Road, $245m 
for the Barron River Bridge on the 
Kennedy Highway and $38m for 
Cape York access roads.

“You can drive for three days 
across my electorate on all sorts 
of roads to get to all sorts of plac-
es, and I thoroughly recommend 
you do it, because Far North 
Queensland is the best place in 
Australia,” Mr Smith said.

Milestone year for our Ngarru art

Scan for 
the full 
story

Shaun Hollis

team, she has made it her mission 
to support established and emerg-
ing Indigenous artists. 

Her approach emphasises re-
spect for the artists’ stories and 
the care they put into their craft.

It all began in 2010, when Nico-

la started working at the gallery 
after leaving a career in the events 
industry. 

“I was burnt out and ready for a 
change. I found myself here, sur-
rounded by beautiful art and sto-
ries,” she said. 
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Play is Powerful. Let’s Nurture it Together.
Nurturing Life Connections offers play-based therapy as a mobile 

service for children aged 0–12 in Douglas Shire and FNQ. As a 
preferred NDIS provider, we help families build confidence, develop 

life skills, and support developmental milestones. Contact us to 
help your child thrive at home, school, and in the community. 

0474 278 064 | www.nurturinglifeconnections.com.au

Wonga school lifeline remembered
We all remember how our com-
munity came together during 
the TC Jasper floods, and Wonga 
Beach State School was a stand-
out example of that spirit. With 
cyclone season approaching, its 
role as a vital refuge and relief hub 
serves as a timely reminder of the 
importance of preparedness and 
strong local support networks.

The school’s role highlighted 
the value of local centres in disas-
ters and the community prepared-
ness the Douglas Shire Disaster 
Management Unit - established 
after the December 2023 events 
- now aims to achieve. When TC 
Jasper swept through the region, 
many parts of the Douglas Shire 
were cut off, powerless, and in ur-
gent need of support.

WBSS, unaffected by flooding, 
quickly became the safest and 
most practical option. It served as 
a critical relief hub, showing how 
local centres can support the wid-
er community.

Melanie Lyne, who has worked 
at the school for 15 years, re-
counted how the school stepped 

Melanie Lyne at the Wonga school Library and Resource Centre.

up during the floods. “We don’t 
have a cyclone shelter or commu-
nity hall here,” she said.

“With suitable rooms, and in 
partnership with local govern-
ment, it was the most appropriate 
place for families to access during 
a disaster. Plus, the school is well 
known to the Wonga community.”

Two Wonga Beach locals that 
also work for Douglas Shire Coun-
cil, and are part of the DMU, took 
the lead in coordinating relief ef-
forts. 

Permission was secured from 

Jamie Jansen

the principal to set up in the 
school’s resource centre and, 
equipped initially with basic tools 
from the community and council, 
including bedding, food and access 
to the internet, they spread the 
word to the community that help 
was available.

The flooding hit Lower Daintree 
and South Arm Drive at Wonga 
Beach particularly hard, leaving 
families displaced.

They were supported with 
hampers, water, food, and access 
to showers and a kitchen.

BUSINESS FEATURE

To read the full 
story scan this QR 
code

Want to showcase your business 
with a business feature? Please 
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

The community response was 
remarkable. Neighbours pitched in 
with essentials, skills, and equip-
ment, while all donations were co-
ordinated and delivered to those 
most in need. 

As the waters receded, the 
school expanded support, dis-
tributing food, water, Christmas 
presents from the Rockhampton 
Stock Squad, and provided on-site 
services, including Centrelink, for 
affected families.

Throughout the crisis, the 
school and the Douglas Shire 
Council worked closely, ensuring 
a swift, coordinated response that 
supported residents through one 
of the most challenging events in 
recent memory.

For all the information you 
need to get disaster-ready, visit 
douglas.qld.gov.au/disaster-man-
agement-and-preparedness.
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Book Your Free Yard Check – Stop Electric Ants

Stop the spread of electric ants

13 25 23Electric ants are tiny, just 1-1.5mm, 
and hard to detect

Electric ants attacking a native green ant Electric ants pose a threat to human  
health, our pets, wildlife and environment
More than 40% of electric ant detections are found during free property checks,  
please book yours today! Scan the QR code or visit dpi.qld.gov.au/anthunt      
Please nominate Newsport Daily as how you heard of us!

                               

On the road to top food
Port Douglas isn’t just a tropical 
getaway - it’s a key stop on one 
of Australia’s top foodie road trips 
according to a new index, offering 
travellers plenty of highly rated 
eats along the way.

The car insurance experts at 
ROLLiN’ analysed Australia’s most 
popular road trips. Each route was 
then ranked on factors like the 
number of stops, quality, and rat-
ings of its culinary offerings, re-
vealing which journeys come out 
on top for hungry travellers.

Ranking third, behind the Leg-
endary Pacific Coast and South 
Australia’s Epicurean Way, food 
lovers scored the Great Barrier 
Reef Drive a 67.4/100.

“Spanning 170km from Cairns 
to Cape Tribulation, this delight-

The full Salsa Bar & Grill team at the restaurant, which is listed as a favourite on one of Australia’s best foodie drives. Picture: Shaun Hollis

ful route offers a unique blend of 
fresh seafood, tropical produce, 
and casual cafe dining,’’ the  report 
stated. 

“Port Douglas is a prominent 
stop along the way, offering trav-
ellers a taste of the city’s thriving 
cafe scene.”

Highlights include local favou-
rites like Salsa Bar & Grill (4.8/5 
rating) and Bam Pow (4.9/5 rating), 
perfect for anyone looking to en-
joy fresh, locally inspired cuisine in 
a laid-back tropical setting.

“Out of all the food stops in 
Port Douglas, 25 have a rating of 
4 or higher, highlighting the ar-
ea’s broad appeal. Along the full 
journey, foodies can explore 177 
stops, with an average Google rat-
ing of 4.27, proving this route is a 
top pick for culinary adventurers.’’

The findings also showed the 

Bryan Littlely Great Barrier Reef Drive ranked 
fourth for its trendy food stops. 

It has garnered over 45,000 
Instagram posts, highlighting its 
popularity among travellers who 
are drawn to photogenic food 
spots. Salt House in Cairns City 
has the most buzz with more than 
21,000 posts on Instagram.

And there is plenty of choice 
along the drive, with the Great 
Barrier Reef drive offering just 
over 10 food stops per 10km, 
placing it second overall for routes 
with the most options.

ROLLiN’ executive manager 
Brendan Griffiths said the Great 
Barrier Drive route offers trav-
ellers a variety of natural attrac-
tions, including rainforests, water-
falls and beaches.

“In fact, one of the top stops 
is Clifton Beach, perfect for trav-

ellers looking to unwind and ex-
plore,’’ he said. “However, it is 
also popular among foodies be-
cause it offers a combination of 
fresh seafood, tropical produce, 
and cafe dining. With almost 200 
food stops en route, foodies can 
savour the flavours of Far North 
Queensland while being immersed 
in spectacular coastal landscapes.”

“Port Douglas is nestled in this 
road trip and is a perfect stop for 
foodies chasing fresh, locally in-
spired cuisine in a laid-back trop-
ical setting. The data found the 
top food spot in Port Douglas to 
be the Salsa Bar & Grill, a vibrant 
and tropical restaurant. 

“Evidently, foodies passing 
through Port Douglas love the 
fusion of bold, tropical, beachside 
flavours.”
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Build Your Perfect Kitchen  
with Bower Cabinets

You design, we create
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Big plans for 
the yacht club

10 YEARS AGO

Access thousands 
of archived stories 
since 2009 here

Having completed several self 
funded semi-major projects un-
der the previous President Col-
in Simpson, the Port Douglas 
Yacht Club’s recently appointed 
Commodore (president) Todd 
Malone said the committee is 
ready for further club develop-
ments.

The next major self-fund-
ed project for the PDYC is a 
refurbishment of the kitchen 
which has a budget of ap-
proximately $160,000.

The current caterers Matt 
and Simon Coombes have 
been operating the kitchen 
for nine years.

“They have been instru-
mental in the clubs’ growth.  
The restaurant has a direct 
impact on bar trade,” said Mr 
Malone.

Local police officers have paid 
respect to fallen comrades from 
across the country by planting 
memorial trees at Newell revege-
tation project Daintree Life.

Facilitated by Daintree Life’s 
Connie and Dave Pinson, who 
are working on a project to plant 
42,000 trees and already have 
planted 10,000, the tree planting 
for fallen police was held in mid 
October. 

“This project is being done with 
the guarantee that all the trees 
have complete protection,’’ Con-
nie said.

“They will never be cut down. 
It is protected under State Law.’’

More than 70 trees were plant-
ed to honour fallen police officers, 
a neighbour at Wieambilla and a 
police dog. This includes 10 trees 
for each of the people and one for 
a police dog who went missing in 
the line of duty.

Officer in Charge of Mossman 

Fallen police officers have been honoured during a special treeplanting 
ceremony. Picture: Supplied

Police Sgt Matt Smith coordinated 
officers from Mossman and Port 
Douglas to attend and be a part 
of the tree planting to honour the 
following officers:

Constable Matthew Arnold, and 
Constable Rachel McCrow (from 
Wieambilla), Detective Leading 
Senior Constable Neal Thompson 
and Senior Constable Vadim de 
Waart-Hottart (from Porepunk-
ah), Constable Keith Smith (from 
Tasmania) and Senior Constable 

Trees mark 
tribute to 
fallen police
Bryan Littlely

Bria Joyce (from Victoria), and 
Alan Dare, neighbour, father and 
grandfather who also lost his life 
at Wieambilla. And Police Dog, PD 
Quizz.

“It was so nice to have eight lo-
cal officers from both Mossman 
and Port Douglas stations join us 
to plant and honour fallen com-
rades,’’ Connie said.

“Thank you all so much for all 
you people that donated to make 
this happen.’’
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Levy off the radar

The Port Douglas waterfront is a major drawcard for tourists from across 
the world. Picture: Shaun Hollis

Mayor Scomazzon said she 
had been talking with councils in 
Cairns and Noosa to garner fur-
ther support across the state.

“The Crisafulli Government 
does not support introducing 
any new or increased statewide 
taxes or levies,” Mr Powell told 
Newsport on Friday. “Councils 
have the ability to strike their own 
levies for local infrastructure if 
they so wish, and that is a matter 
for local government.”

During her speech in council, 
Mayor Scomazzon said she had 
begun “advocating strongly” with 
both the State Government and 
Opposition, but “unfortunately it 
appears this will be a long road 
ahead”.

State Opposition tourism 
spokesman Michael Healy told 
Newsport on Friday the decision 
to bring in any new taxes on tour-
ism did not rest with him.

“We will always work with the 
tourism sector to ensure the ongo-
ing success of one of Queensland’s 
biggest industries,” Mr Healy said. 

“But any decision to implement 
a tourism levy, or bed tax, is up to 
the current Crisafulli LNP Govern-
ment.”

Mayor Scomazzon also told the 
council meeting introducing a new 
levy would help ensure those that 
enjoyed their destinations also 
contributed to their upkeep, re-
ducing the burden on ratepayers.

Oaks Resort Port Douglas gen-
eral manager Paul Parrant said any 
changes should be framed as a 
“Port Douglas Sustainability Con-
tribution”, with a “clear commit-
ment that 100 per cent of funds 
are reinvested into maintaining 
and protecting our region’s natural 
and cultural assets”.

“This isn’t about being for or 
against a levy, it’s about ensur-
ing Port Douglas remains both 
sustainable and desirable for res-
idents and visitors alike,” Mr Par-
rant said.  “With around 700,000 
visitors each year, and a small 
local population supporting the 
infrastructure, it makes sense to 
explore a balanced way to share 
the cost of protecting what makes 
this region special.

“If it’s communicated transpar-
ently, and tied directly to environ-
mental and community outcomes, 
it can strengthen Port Douglas’s 
reputation as a responsible, world-
class destination - one that values 
its people, environment, and fu-
ture equally.”

But Douglas Shire ratepayer 
Peter Brown said there were al-
ready “empty shops all over town”, 
and neither a tourism levy or rate 
increases were the solution.

“I don’t think they need to in-
crease the rates, they just need to 
look at how they spend the mon-
ey,” Mr Brown said.

“The value for money in Port 
Douglas is not there.”

He said the DSC could spend 
the money it already has on bet-
ter experiences for tourists and 
locals, including the Flagstaff Hill 
walking trail and cheaper Great 
Barrier Reef access: “There’s not 
a lot here, you can’t swim for six 
months of the year.”

Mayor Scomazzon said last 
week introducing tourist levies or 
a visitor tax would benefit both 
ratepayers and visitors.

“No, this will not be the end of 
our tourism, as many destinations 
across the globe have introduced 
tourism levies or visitor taxes to 
help fund the infrastructure,” she 
told the DSC meeting.

Regions across the world, in-
cluding Bali, Italy and Kenya, have 
introduced them: “I will keep ad-
vocating for this levy to be intro-
duced into our Shire.”

The rest of the council backed 
the move, voting unanimously to 
support council staff drawing up a 
report into the issue.

From Page One

Mayor says 
she has been 
misrepresented
The Douglas Shire Mayor has 
claimed Newsport has “misrep-
resented what was actually said 
during the meeting” in relation to 
her backing of a tourist levy be-
ing introduced to the region, de-
spite her full speech in the council 
chambers last week being avail-
able online for everyone to watch.

Mayor Lisa Scomazzon post-
ed on Facebook on Saturday a 
statement saying “parts of that 
report were false” in relation to a 
Newsport story which accurately 
reflected a speech she made in last 
week’s council meeting, directly 
quoting the speech at length. She 
gave no examples of what was 
“false” in the report.

“What’s most disappointing is 
that the reporter attended the 
meeting, yet chose to publish in-
formation that doesn’t accurately 
reflect the discussion or the intent 
of Council’s motion,” she wrote.

The Mayor gave no examples 
of any “misinformation” in the 
Newsport report. She then went 
on to talk about a separate side 
topic about a council report tabled 
in last week’s council meeting enti-
tled “Sustainable tourism funding”, 
but did not give any examples of 
what was said by her in her speech 
in the council chambers that had 
been “misrepresented”. What 
Mayor Scomazzon said during the 
meeting, however, was accurately 
quoted at length throughout the 
Newsport report.

Was what was actually said 
misrepresented by Newsport?

You be the judge.
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27 WARNER STREET
UNITS FOR RENT

Call 0419 757 864
or pop into On The Spot Signs

DOUBLE UNIT 13/14 - 48 SQM
STUDIO OR LIGHT WORKSHOP 

ROLLER-DOOR SECURITY
 per calendar month incl. GST$1800

UNIT 12 - APPROX 24 SQM
STORAGE OR LIGHT WORKSHOP 

ROLLER-DOOR SECURITY
 per calendar month incl. GST$750

Thrive with play-based therapy
Every child is unique, and some 
need extra support to express 
themselves and navigate the 
world. 

In Douglas Shire, Nurturing Life 
Connections helps children grow, 
learn, and thrive through play-
based therapy, play-based learn-
ing, and nature therapy.

Founder and paediatric allied 
health therapist Jazmyn Vaughan 
started Nurturing Life Connec-
tions with a simple philosophy: 
children learn and heal best when 
they feel connected; to them-
selves, their families, and the 
world around them.

Her practice operates as a 
mobile service across Mossman 
and surrounding areas, providing 
personalised support for children 
aged up to 12 with developmental 
delays, trauma, and social or emo-
tional challenges, including those 
with NDIS plans.

“Many families come to us for 
support with emotional regulation 
or behaviour,” Jazmyn said. 

“Children with additional needs 

Jazmyn Vaughan with social worker Tracey and paediatric specialist teacher Cate. Picture: Supplied

often experience the world dif-
ferently, they might have sensory 
sensitivities that affect how they 
respond to situations.”

She says children make the 
most progress when they feel 
most at ease.

“Playing and learning in famil-
iar settings - like home, school, or 
daycare - can make all the differ-
ence. 

“It helps reduce stress and anx-
iety while building confidence, 

To read the full 
story scan this QR 
code

Want to showcase your business 
with a business feature? Please 
contact feature editor jamie@
newsport.com.au

Jamie Jansen
BUSINESS FEATURE

resilience, and self-esteem.” 
Jazmyn’s background includes 
a Bachelor of Social Work and a 
Diploma of Early Childhood Edu-
cation, alongside more than seven 
years supporting families. 

She founded NLC after noticing 
a lack of accessible therapy locally. 

“Families were travelling all the 
way to Cairns for therapy, taking 
their kids out of school for the en-
tire day. 

“About three years ago, I decid-
ed to create a mobile service to 

support families closer to home,” 
she said. For more information 
about Nurturing Life Connections, 
and the therapy they offer, visit 
nurturinglifeconnections.com.au

POSITIONS VACANT
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Thrive with play-based therapy

Remembrance Day Service

Tuesday, 11 November 2025
10:30 AM

Council Administration Building 

Morning tea to follow at Mossman RSL

YOU SAID IT! Opinion Page
MAYOR PUSHES FOR 
‘VISITOR TAX’
Stacy Wilkinson
Not going to encourage anyone 
to come to the Shire. Coun-
cil should examine the tourist 
numbers that result to spending 
in Qld, and lobby State Gov-
ernment for more funding on 
various levels due to the influx 
of expenditure the attractions 
to the region benefit to Qld as a 
whole. Partially, the cost of going 
out in this town is what limits lo-
cal spending, and, resulting in an 
increase of an ageing population, 
and less spending, the progres-
sion is slowing rapidly.

Zoe Gibson
Absolutely not. Tourists already 
believe it’s overpriced for dated 
accommodation up here. Tourism 
will suffer and so will our Shire.

Jenny Atkins
Are you serious? Compared 
to many destinations in both 
Australia and overseas we are 
already quite expensive. Maybe 
it’s time to take a really good look 
at the cost and figure out how to 
better serve both the community 
and visitors. An example: attend-
ed a child’s birthday at the new 
splash park recently followed by 
kids’ swimming competition at 
Mossman Pool - the splash park 
there within the confines of the 
pool is an absolute embarrass-
ment. What will these hopeful 
extra dollars do? Buy pine trees 
to plant in the now defunct cane 
paddocks?

Maz Laufer
Barely in reach for the average 
family now. That extra tax should 
get rid of them altogether.

Rod Davis
This is a curiously naive sugges-
tion to put a turnpike tax that will 

just insult visitors. Back in 2006 
when in the DSC I led the charge 
to solve this problem by making 
the “working” units and homes 
pay higher rates, so locals paid 
a little less. It was a simple and 
popular change and raised all the 
needed funds for the budget call 
of the tourism sector wanting 
trimmed lawns, big promo costs, 
and all the other needs of tourists 
vs locals. Council can’t levy entry 
taxes... but they can make tourist 
properties pay a bit more in rates.

John Roy
Property owners who rent their 
properties already pay vastly 
more in rates. Are we going to 
tax Mossman property owners 
or just the cash cows in Port 
Douglas? How about putting a 
fence around Mossman market 
and charging an admission fee to 
see the great unwashed? Perhaps 
council could just better manage 
the money they are already given.

Terence Melchert
We certainly hear visitors 
comment about the high cost of 
services in Douglas. Would be 
good to do comparisons with oth-
er areas like Airlie Beach and the 
Gold Coast. Pricing doesn’t stop 
visitation but will affect return 
visits.

Zac Millington
Guide on how to slash tourism by 
half.

Will and Julie from Adelaide
To the Mayor and council.
We have travelled to Port Doug-
las at least 2 to 3 times a year for 
the last 21 years and have spent 
many thousands of dollars sup-
porting the local community. We 
are not a burden on Port Douglas 
but an ongoing asset, and think 
that a tax on us as tourists is a 
slap in the face after all these 

years. Don’t bite the hand that 
helps to feed your local business-
es and keeps your community 
alive.

DRUMMING UP ONLINE 
COMMENTS
Christopher Saint
I think most people welcome in-
telligent debate. What they don’t 
want is abuse and people ped-
dling their own agendas that are 
based on hearsay or simply pass-
ing on other people’s ill-informed 
agendas. Also substance, and not 
another photo opportunity, will 
be highly respected.

David Haratsis
Cue the standard response: For-
mal comments may be provided 
by phone or email...

Jen B Serene
Agree 100 per cent. I think voters 
will have their say next elec-
tions!!! Nobody likes to be unable 
to comment, or worse, blocked 
by their local, state or federal 

members, given ALL of them are 
VOTED in by the PEOPLE having 
their say!!! 

Darryn Slade
I probably don’t agree with all of 
this Lawrence. I’ve written to Mr 
David Kempton MP a couple of 
times regarding the breakdown 
in law and order in Mossman and 
the waste of our taxes on the 
Wangetti Trail. I got a response 
to my first letter (which I appreci-
ated) and haven’t had a response 
since.

Allen Richard Lavender
This is priceless. A couple of 
years ago, the Newsport Daily 
online publication was known to 
malevolently ban and restrict its 
readers who disagreed with its 
journalists. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Send your let-
ters and comments to editor@
newsport.com.au or post com-
ments on our Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages. 

From the 
Holster

Shaun Hollis brings you a lighter 
look at local news.
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Scan the QR code to list 
your property, and it will 
be added to our print 
edition for free.

NOVEMBER 13

Bingo, Time: 7pm-
9pm, Location: Club 
Mossman

STAY UP TO DATE

Scan this QR code to 
stay up to date with 
the latest events in the 
region

NOVEMBER 9

No More Rehearsals 
Women’s Health, 
Sleep, Empowerment 
& Menopause 
Resilience, Time: 
10.30am-4.30pm, 
Location: Sheraton 
Grand Mirage Resort 
Port Douglas

REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOME  
1-3/2 St Crispins 
Avenue 
Friday, November 7 
12pm-1pm 
Ray White 

OPEN HOME  
4 Rocky Point School 
Road, Rocky Point 
Saturday, November 8 
12pm-12.30pm 
Property Shop

OPEN HOME 
14/36-38 Mudlo Street 
Wednesday,  
November 12 
2pm-3pm 
Property Shop

NOVEMBER 7

Rockin’ Rick Karaoke, 
Time: 7.30pm-
10.30pm, Location: 
Club Mossman

NOVEMBER 6

Trivia with Supa Sal 
and Wevs, Time: 
7pm-8.30pm, 
Location: Club 
Mossman

NOVEMBER 18

Food Gardening 
at Circle of Plenty 
Community Garden, 
Time: 7.15am-9am, 
Location: Circle of 
Plenty, Mossman 
Botanic Garden

NOVEMBER 15

Food Gardening 
at Circle of Plenty 
Community Garden, 
Time: 7.15am-9am, 
Location: Circle of 
Plenty, Mossman 
Botanic Garden

Richie Langford, 
Time: 7.30pm-
10.30pm, Location: 
Club Mossman

NOVEMBER 11

Food Gardening 
at Circle of Plenty 
Community Garden, 
Time: 7.15am-9am, 
Location: Circle of 
Plenty, Mossman 
Botanic Garden

NOVEMBER 20

Trivia with Supa Sal 
and Wevs, Time: 
7pm-8.30pm, 
Location: Club 
Mossman

NOVEMBER 14

The Hillbilly Goats, 
Time: 5.30pm-10pm, 
Location: Ellis Beach 
Bar & Grill

Monthly Social 
Dancing, Time: 
6.30pm-9.30pm, 
Location: Pullman 
Sea Temple Resort 
Port Douglas

Yahdoh, Time: 7pm-
10pm, Location: Club 
Mossman

Visit www.newsport.com.au to list your event for free

WHAT'S ON

SOCIALS
It is all about horse racing this week, with a 

host of Victorian carnivals to watch including 
the Melbourne Cup one. Douglas Shire venues 

have been embracing the occasions in fine 
style. Pictures: Santiago Gonzalez

Giuseppina Migliorini, Shanae Hardy and Josh Maher at 
the Court House.

Marcus Wade and Peter O’Connor at the 
Court House Hotel. 

Eva Scott, Michelle Scott and Zofie Lowenstein at The 
Surfy.

John Gigacz, Peter Renner and Geoff Cox at the 
Court House Hotel. 

Audrey Rigal and Loic Guisset at The 
Surfy. Jetson Parry and Tonya Guild at The Surfy.
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SPORTS DIGEST
Crabs nipping at the heels of top teams

Allrounder Cam Adam in action.

Mareeba cowboy Kurt Shephard has been crowned PBR Australian 
Champion. Picture: PBR Australia

BOXING
Close to 300 boxing fans gath-
ered on a balmy tropical Satur-
day night for the Port Douglas 
Fight Night on the lawns in 
front of the rugby club.

In the main event, experienced 
welterweight Uton Chanavon - 
who has fought more than 100 
bouts - proved too strong for 
Joshua Harris, who was in his first 
professional fight. The result was 
a technical knockout at the 1 min-
ute, 41 second mark of the second 
round, with Harris left seeing stars 
under the Port Douglas night sky 
after some clean hitting by his 
more seasoned opponent.

In the middleweight lead-up 
bout, fan favourite Jake Gepp was 
equally clinical in his win against 
Maddax Walpole-Bennett.

Other results: Dan Lowe de-
feated Brandon Jay-Kilty; Akon Ali 
d Nathan de Bono; Noah Balder-
son d Jack Zitha; Cayden Cahill d 
Hector Mousqueton; Joshua Mat-
son d Ietere (Ben) Teaero; Tamlan 
Wallwork-Black d Haldane (Hally) 
Tapim, and; Kevin Simpson d Tosh 
Pichler.

The Muddies Third Grade cricket 
team bounced back on Saturday, 
beating previously undefeated 
top team Mulgrave Kerala.

The win was set up by an excel-
lent effort in the field after captain 
Adrian Bannerman lost the toss.

Opening bowler Pete Gilmour 
set the standard with the ball with 
a top opening spell (1/7 from 5 

overs), well supported by Jackson 
Hopkinss (0/6 from 5 overs).

But handy inclusion Cam Adam 
did most of the damage, taking 
4/23 from seven overs, with Mul-
grave Kerala dismissed for 87 in 
the 32nd over.  The only batsman 
to make double figures was num-
ber 10 Lejoy Chambilil Mathew.

With the bat, Muddies opener 

Cam Williams topscored with 39 
in a total of 6/89 in 27.3 overs.

In the Fourth Grade compe-
tition, the Muddies batted first 
against Norths and posted 6/93 in 
35 overs, with Zack Faulkner top 
scoring on 27 not out.

The Norths batsmen chased 
the total down in 23.3 overs, fin-
ishing on 3/94.

IN BRIEF SHOT OF 
THE DAY!
Mareeba’s Kurt Shephard has 
been crowned 2025 PBR Austra-
lian Champion, claiming the gold 
buckle and pocketing $100,000 
in the spectacular Grand Finals at 
the weekend in Townsville.

Shephard finished the season 
with an aggregate of 2,263.33 
points and delivered two qualified 
rides across the two-night finals 
event, enough to seal the deal and 
cement his dominance at the top 
of the Australian National Stand-
ings.

“It’s pretty crazy… it all worked 
out in the end I guess,’’ Shephard 
said after the win. “A lot of hard 
work went in each week and for it 
to pay off is pretty good.’’

Brazil’s Luan Crystian Camara 
wrapped up an incredible debut 
season as both 2025 National 
Runner-Up and Rookie of the Year, 
finishing with 1,910.50 points.

PBR Australia managing direc-
tor Glen Young said 2025 would 
go down as a season to remember.

“The race between North 

Queensland cowboy Kurt Shep-
hard, a rider who’s career I have 
had the privilege to follow from 
when he first joined the PBR, and 
Luan Camara, a Brazilian cowboy 
recommended by the great Adria-
no Moraes to give an opportunity 
to come and tour in Australia, has 
been nothing short of epic,’’ he 
said. 

“As anticipated, before the first 
event of the season, Kurt was a hot 
favourite for this year’s title race, 
but the Brazilian Luan has kept the 

pressure on from the start, right 
through. They are both great cow-
boys, but more importantly they 
ride with a purpose, which is key 
in this sport to achieving goals.”

“It’s been a great year for Kurt, 
becoming a father and winning his 
first PBR Australian gold buckle 
caps off a stellar year.” 

“Camara, the quiet achiever, has 
stayed focused from the moment 
he landed in Australia. It’s not an 
easy task to leave your homeland 
and venture to the unknown.” 

Bryan Littlely
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Waterfront Dining
Fresh Seafood
Bar & Gaming4099 5553

7 Ashford Ave,
Port Douglas  @tinshedportdouglas

BOOKINGS KELLIE EVANS - 0438 787 851

Discover the  
Craic at Paddy’s
Open every day offering  

lunch, dinner,  
Guinness and Whiskeys. 

Macrossan Street, Port Douglas 
11.30am til late

SPORT

Find out the details of what 
happened at the Port Douglas 

Fight Night on Saturday, 
including the results, on Page 

11. Pictures: Shaun Hollis

TROPICAL FIGHT NIGHTTROPICAL FIGHT NIGHT


